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Dear Traveler, 

If you’re someone who likes to take time with their travel plans, poring over brochure pages and 
researching the sites on any given itinerary, you may already be looking ahead to the experiences 
that next year might bring. Sounds familiar? Well, you will be pleased to know that we have 
curated this mini-brochure especially for you. 

Within the following pages, you will find our range of expert-led tours departing in the first three 
months of 2024 along with one brand new addition in the form of our 14-day South Africa & 
Zimbabwe itinerary. 

To help get your planning underway, we also have some special offers available to you that are 
valid until 17th March, which include savings of up to $420pp and a Pay in Full offer that could see 
you save hundreds more. We also have departures with no single supplements to pay or 50% off 
the existing supplement and dedicated discounts for multi-tour or back-to-back tour bookings. 

All that’s left to say is we hope to welcome you on tour soon and that it’s never too early to start 
planning your next ancient world adventure.

Best wishes, 

Jackie Willis
CEO 

INTRODUCING 2024 

OFFERS
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HOW TO BOOK
If you are already interested in joining one of our tours and want to know more, please do give our Specialist Sales Executives a call today.  
They are ready to help with all of your questions.

If you have already booked a place on one of our tours and require further information, please get in touch with our experienced Customer Care team.

Call today:  1-800-213-6609
Alternatively, all of our tours are available to book online.

Visit our website: andantetravels.com

SPECIAL OFFER DISCOUNT -  
SAVE UP TO $420pp
Save up to $420pp on selected 2024 departures.

PAY IN FULL AND SAVE EVEN MORE!
If you pay in full at the time you book, you can take advantage of a further 
discount, potentially saving you hundreds of pounds more. Ask your 
Specialist Sales Executive for details when you book.

ZERO OR 50% SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS
Here at Andante Travels, we do not believe that solo travelers should 
be disadvantaged for traveling alone and we try to minimize single 
supplements wherever possible. We have set aside places on selected 
tours with either no single supplement to pay or a 50% discount.  
See page 7 for more details and look out for these on the tour pages.

BACK-TO-BACK TOURS DISCOUNT
Make up for lost travel time and save $210pp per person when you book 
back-to-back tours. See page 4 for more details.

MULTI-TOUR DISCOUNTS
If you book three or more tours in the same calendar year, you will receive 
$210pp off your third booking. See page 4 for more details.

Offer Terms and Conditions: We reserve the right to withdraw any offers at any time. 

SPECIAL OFFER DISCOUNTS Ts & Cs: The published discounts are available until 17th March 2023. 
Maximum saving in the period of $420pp applies to our Chile & Easter Island and our South Africa 
& Great Zimbabwe tours.

PAY IN FULL Ts & Cs: Pay in full at time of booking and save from $35pp to $350pp depending on 
tour price and the cash amount payable after any vouchers, credit and other discounts have been 
applied. Applicable on all new 2024 bookings, made up to and including 17th March 2023. Excludes 
Study Days. Your monies are fully protected, and standard cancelation conditions apply.
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MORE WAYS TO 
SAVE

adventures for less
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CELEBRATING A TRIUMPH, THANKS TO YOU 
We are thrilled to share that we won in both categories we were nominated in for this year’s British Travel Awards! Andante Travels 
brought home the top prize of Gold for Best Travel Company for Special Interest Vacations as well as Silver in the Best Travel Company 
for Southern Europe/Canaries. As always, thank you so much for showing your appreciation by voting, it really does mean the world to us 
and we are excited for all the ancient world adventures that await in 2023. 

WE ARE BRITISH TRAVEL 
AWARDS 21/22 WINNERS
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UNIQUE CONNECTIONS 
Many of our expert Guide Lecturers also work in the field, which means 
they are incredibly well connected. In turn, their proximity to the 
sites we visit means we can often secure special access or experiences 
that members of the general public otherwise will not benefit from. 
For example, Ian Colvin will take his lucky tour groups to the site of 
Nokalakevi in Georgia, which he has dedicated himself to professionally, 
and Dr Tertia Barnett has secured a special evening excursion to view 
prehistoric carvings by torchlight with museum curators in Underslös on 
her twin-center Rock Art in Norway and Sweden tour.

THE PERSONAL APPROACH 
We travel as a party of like-minded individuals sharing an enthusiasm 
for archaeology and we never forget that this is your vacation. We 
put a lot of effort into creating trips that feel informal and relaxed to 
our guests and we act in your best interests at all times rather than at 
the convenience of our suppliers. We arrange our programs the same 
way we might create them for our friends or our families, researching 
interesting places en route, vectoring in unscheduled visits wherever we 
can, providing a sense of serendipity, and ensuring we have time to draw 
breath and enjoy the sites while getting the most out of our time away.

FANTASTIC GUIDE LECTURERS 
Our Guide Lecturers aren’t just guest speakers, they are part of your 
group – a travel companion with whom to converse and laugh with at 
mealtimes as well as someone who is there to share their academic 
expertise. Nothing compares to exploring intricately decorated tombs in 
Egypt with an experienced Egyptologist or deciphering the ruins of some 
obscure, little-known site with a working archaeologist. The best part 
about traveling with an expert, however, is the dynamic that emerges 
between guest and guide. Arriving as strangers, you will leave as friends 
as the convivial nature of our travel experiences offer a chance to really 
get to know everyone. There’s nothing like having the opportunity to ask 
the questions you’ve always wanted to and to hear the responses from 
an expert, who is there to enlighten and engage, and this is precisely 
what you can look forward to on a tour with Andante Travels.

DEDICATED OFFICE TEAM WITH 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
Archaeology is at the heart of everything we do and the itineraries have 
been conceived and planned in tandem with the specialists who lead 
them, and they are cultivated by us here in our office with very special 
care. For any questions before your departure, we are at the other end 
of the telephone, ready to help. We can also assist with any pre-tour 
paperwork that may be required, taking the stress out of your travel 
planning. With 38 years under our belt now we really know what it is 
that makes for the best experience on tour and that starts with friendly, 
personal service you will receive before you go.

OUR 
EXPERTISE

bringing the past to life

If being stuck at home for the past few years has sent your sense of adventure through the roof like it has ours, we understand that you 
might be after something extra special. A number of our expert-led tours were carefully designed so that that their start and end dates 
coincide, meaning you can book them back-to-back to make up for all the valuable travel time that we’ve lost and enjoy an extended 
tour experience.

BACK-TO-BACK TOURING 

To identify tours that can be booked back-to-back, just look for a gold box on the relevant tour page. What’s more, if you book any of 
our back-to-back tour combinations in the same transaction, you will enjoy a discount of $210pp off your total. Minimum spend $2,100 
per person. Deposit payable on each tour.

The back-to-back options we have for the first part of 2024 include:

• Hidden Rome page 10 and Florence page 16

• Imperial Majesty in Ravenna & Venice page 14 and Florence page 16

• Jordan - Petra & the Desert Fortresses page 18 and Israel & Palestine page 20

• Egypt - Highlights & Discoveries page 28 and Egypt - Off the beaten Track page 30 

MULTI-TOUR DISCOUNT

If you book three or more tours in the same calendar year, you will receive $210pp off your third booking. To qualify for this discount, at 
least two of your three tour bookings must be for overseas destinations. The discount excludes Study Day bookings.

LONGEVITY 
We are the first specialist UK tour operator to go beyond the surface of 
cultural travel, to dig deeper into the past and create unique explorations 
of the world’s most famous archaeological sites – along with those lesser 
known! Though many have imitated our programs and borrowed a little 
of our expertise over the last three – almost four – decades, like any 
copy, they lack the lustre of a meticulously curated archaeological tour 
offered by us. Our longevity has helped us to truly understand  
what our guests value along with how to create itineraries that are both 
fresh and exhilarating, which in turn entice our travelers to return year 
after year. 



To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-66096

THE SITE OF TIMGAD, ALGERIA
Timgad really has the ‘wow’ factor. Created as a military colony by the 
Emperor Trajan in AD 100, the ruins of the ancient city of Timgad still stand 
in Algeria today, described by UNESCO as “an excellent example of Roman 
town planning”. Its incredible state of preservation can be attributed to the 
desert sands that buried it for a thousand years. At Timgad, we can see a 
theater that had seating for around 3,500 people, a meticulously planned 
grid of city streets, temples, bathhouses and much more.

Visit this site on our Algeria - Roman Mauretania tour, p24.

AN INCREDIBLE NEW EXHIBITION IN 
HERCULANEUM, ITALY
In collaboration with the Packard Humanities Institute, the Herculaneum 
Archaeological Park has opened an extraordinary exhibit entitled ‘The 
Wood that Didn’t Burn’, which consists of precious wooden artifacts 
found in Herculaneum and preserved by virtue of the more than 
20-meter-deep pyroclastic flow that hermetically sealed the seaside city, 
delicately preserving its organic objects. This exhibit opens this year in 
the luscious 18th century Bourbon palace, the Reggia di Portici 
Visit on our Pompeii, Herculaneum & Classical Campania tour, p10.

SAN CLEMENTE CHURCH, ITALY
Join us in Rome and visit the wonderful Church of San Clemente, a 
hidden delight with its medieval buried basiica complete with frescoes, 
mithraeum and part of the Roman mint. The site is a curious one, with 
remains of Roman houses found 20 meters below it, thought to have 
been destroyed in a fire during Nero’s reign, and there are more layers to 
discover still.

Visit San Clemente church on our Hidden Rome tour, p12.

PETRA’S SCENIC HEIGHTS, JORDAN
Ascend the heights in Petra and you are in for a treat. Nick Jackson, 
archaeologist and our expert Guide Lecturer in Jordan, affirms that the 
most incredible part of our visit to world-famous Petra is the view into 
the canyon. He says: “The climbs are Petra’s icing on the cake. In places, 
they are a slog to get to, but so worth it. The mountain-top Monastery, 
a façade twice as wide as that of Westminster Abbey and with views 
across the rift valley, and the High Place – the best Iron Age sacrificial site 
in the region – should be on everyone’s list. We only have one climb per 
day, making reaching both aforementioned sites much easier”

Visit these heights on our popular Jordan - Petra & the Desert 
Fortresses tour, p18.

MASADA, ISRAEL
A bucket-list site for many archaeology enthusiasts, the rugged Herodian 
fortress is situated high up on the isolated cliffs of the Judaean Desert 
and achieved UNESCO World Heritage Status back in 2001. Considered 
one of Israel’s foremost attractions, its defenders supposedly committed 
mass suicide as opposed to surrendering to the Romans in AD 73. The 
ancient fortification of Masada is reached via cable car and there is also a 
winding path that ascends the mountain.

Visit this iconic site on our Israel & Palestine tour, p20.
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OUR 
TOP 5

visits for next year

THE ANDANTE
EXPERIENCE

proud to be the best

GREAT MINDS THINK ALIKE 
Connecting with other people who are as curious, interested and 
enthusiastic as we are, is an enriching experience. We all share the same 
sense and thrill of discovery. Oliver Gilkes, who has led hundreds of our 
tours, sums it up, “the very best times are what we call Sistine Chapel 
moments. That point when a spark of understanding flies between the 
viewer and the past. You do not have to dig things up or find them in a 
dusty archive to experience those moments of discovery, they come at 
all levels. Merely standing in the forum at Pompeii taking in its measure 
or being awed by the impressive antiquity of Göbekli Tepe, can be 
enough to connect you to the past. Visiting these places together gives 
everyone the chance to be involved in this act of discovery too”.

INCLUSIVE, INFORMAL AND FUN 
Andante guests are some of the most interesting people you could care 
to meet. Meal times are never solitary, days are never dull, and evenings 
are delightfully companionable. As interests are explored, friendships are 
made, many long outlasting the duration of the tour. 

We could publish a book with all the beautiful, heart-warming and often 
moving letters of thanks we have received over the years not only from 
those who have fulfilled a long -desired ambition but from those who 
have simply just had a really great time.  

TOTALLY DEVOTED TO YOU 
To enable our Guide Lecturers to focus 100% on guiding, informing and 
entertaining, our Tour Managers and Local Guides work unobtrusively 
in the background, ensuring that things run smoothly. These engaging 
individuals bring a different expertise to the party and are devoted to 
your comfort and well-being. They will wait in queues to obtain entry 
tickets ahead of your arrival, stay in reception after you have checked 
just in case you need anything, help source reading material on the sites 
you are seeing, take around a map on longer journeys so you can mark 
your progress, ensure there is plenty of water on board and produce 
treats at that opportune moment.

INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY 
We may travel as a group, but we always respect the individual. We 
build time into our site visits wherever possible to allow our guests the 
freedom to explore and make discoveries of their own. 

There are no name badges, roll calling, unnecessary shouting, umbrella 
waving or whistle blowing on Andante tours! If you want to spend some 
of your time sketching, writing, meditating or settling down for a coffee 
and a chat with new friends, we are the travel company for you.

* Please note that there are limited numbers of zero single supplement places and 50% 
discount places on each of the selected departures so when they’re gone, they’re gone. 
These places and any tour with a $0 single supplement are subject to hotel availability.

All of our rooms are doubles or twins. If you are traveling solo, you will never be accommodated in a room with a single bed. We have also 
negotiated places on a selection of our tours at zero single supplement which we have identified below.

ZERO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT PLACES
Pompeii, Herculaneum & Classical Campania 
Departing: 15th January & 18th March

Romans on the Bay of Naples 
Departing: 4th March

50% DISCOUNTED PLACES
Hidden Rome 
Departing: 23rd February & 22nd March



To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-66098

Remote Easter Island closed to visitors in August 2020 and remained 
cut off from the rest of the world until late 2022. We are delighted this 
extraordinary island is welcoming travelers once again and excited to 
offer our long running Chile and Easter island tour in 2024.

Carved approximately between the years of 1100 and 1650, the enigmatic 
moai statues - many of which are still in situ - draw curious visitors to 
this part of the world each year, and it’s not hard to see why. 

Our 17-day tour includes a visit to the quarry at Rano Raraku, where 
many unfinished moai can still be seen. This site is home to the biggest 
moai in existence, which lies here incomplete and measures a staggering 
21.6 meters from end to end. While on the island, we also visit the rock 
carvings at Papa Vaka, the Museo Antropologico Sebastian Englert with 
its female moai - the only one to have been discovered - and Te Pito te 
Kura, which is the site of a bizarre magnetic stone along with the largest 
moai to be transported from Rano Raraku. 

This destination is quite simply a must for any archaeological enthusiast 
and our tour is led by none other than the world’s leading authority on 
prehistoric rock art, Dr Paul Bahn.

SOUTH AFRICA & 
GREAT ZIMBABWE
Led by Prof. John McNabb, an expert in Paleolithic Archaeology, we will seek out hidden rock art in 
the vast open expanses of South Africa in caves and rock shelters, rocky outcrops and on boulders
as well as explore the Cradle of Mankind and the famous Sterkfontein Caves. We 
will cross the border and travel to the extensive ruins of the UNESCO iron age site 
of Great Zimbabwe. With an economy based on cattle husbandry, crop cultivation, 
and the trade of gold on the coast of the Indian Ocean, Great Zimbabwe was 
the heart of a thriving trading empire from the 11th to the 15th centuries.

During this 14-day tour, we will travel in 4x4s and visit some stunning national parks. We’ll explore 
ruins unique in their intricate herringbone, chevron and chequer-patterned stone walls. We will 
also gaze upon paintings created by the ancient San people that depict at least 16 animal species, 
including lion, hyena, mongoose and locusts. As for the local wildlife, there will be a thrilling game 
drive at the Kruger National Park, where we can hope to see lions, cheetahs, rhinos and buffalos.

EASTER ISLAND
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
ANCIENT WORLD

old and new

A BRAND
NEW ADVENTURE

exploring the savannah

If there’s one thing we are all waiting for, it’s the opening of the highly 
anticipated Grand Egyptian Museum (to be known as the GEM for short) 
in Cairo, at the foot of the Giza pyramids. 

This much delayed project is sure to be worth the wait as the museum 
is set to house over 100,000 artifacts and it will also present the full 
collection of Tutankhamun’s treasure in one place for the very first time. 
Among the 5,000-piece collection will be items that range from mother 
of pearl jewelry to golden masks, discovered in the Valley of the Kings by 
Howard Carter back in 1922.

The GEM, once opened, will be the world’s largest archaeological 
museum and other exhibits within its mighty halls are to include a 
3,200-year-old statue of Ramses II, a 42-meter-long solar barque that 
belonged to the pharaoh Khufu and clocks in at 4,600 years old, and a 
Grand Staircase complete with over 80 statues of gods and kings. 

Where statistics are concerned, the GEM is just as impressive as the finds 
it will showcase. It boasts 12 exhibition halls, 484,000 square feet of floor 
space and has cost over £889 million pounds to create. 

We can’t wait to visit and all of our Egyptian itineraries will include this 
fabulous Museum.

THE GEM, EGYPT
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8 DAYS

Tour Highlights
• Special access to Villa Sora in Torre del Greco

• Enjoy visits to off the beaten track villas at Stabiae 

• Private access to the Cave of Sejanus (Grotta di Seiano) and the adjoining Villa of Pausilypon with its 
dramatic coastal views

• Explore the newly excavated House of Leda in Regio V

Nowhere in the world gives deeper insight into Roman life than the dramatic seaside towns of Pompeii 
and Herculaneum. Before the cataclysmic eruption of Vesuvius these were thriving, lively seaside towns. 

Pompeii, a trading town equipped with many bars, shops and brothels, while neighboring Herculaneum 
was an affluent and elegant town. All this came to an abrupt halt, however, one autumnal day in AD 79, 
when Vesuvius - which had done little more than rumble for years - erupted with incredible force. 

Two thousand years later, the sites of the Bay of Naples confront the modern visitor with a vivid, 
haunting immediacy like nothing else in the ancient world. In some cases we even know the names, 
professions and personal histories of the people who owned the villas and shops we visit. The 
preservation of Herculaneum, Pompeii and its surrounding sites is remarkable and the archaeology beyond 
compare, which is why we have been leading tours here for over 30 years. And this is an exciting time for 
visitors as new discoveries are being made and new houses opened. Walk with us as the Romans did, from 
amphitheater to baths to forum, as our Guide Lecturer conjures an evocative picture of the everyday life 
of these prosperous Roman towns.

POMPEII, HERCULANEUM & 
CLASSICAL CAMPANIA
Exclusive access to the off-site theater of Herculaneum

From $3,605pp SAVE UP TO $140pp Departing January & March

Activity Level

Oplontis

Vesuvius

Naples

Pompeii

Stabiae

Herculaneum

Cava de' Tirreni

Zero 
single 

supplement 
places 

available

Images top to bottom: Pompeii & artifacts on display at Paestum Museum

Day One | Cava de’ Tirreni
Arrive independently and meet at our hotel.

Day Two | Cava de’ Tirreni - Paestum
Our day begins with a visit to the fascinating site 
at Paestum, ancient Poseidonia. Long before the 
Romans came, this was a thriving Greek city that 
was part of greater Greece from the 6th century 
BC. After lunch, we visit the Paestum Museum, 
famed for its archaic metopes and its painted 
tombs. We will also be able to visit the magnificent 
Store Rooms of Paestum after almost a two-year 
closure due to the pandemic.

Day Three | Pompeii
We devote the entire day to Pompeii. No other site 
compares in revealing details of daily life in a Roman 
town. We visit some of the most well-preserved 
buildings as well as an amphitheater, theater, forum, 
bath-houses, bars and even brothels. Fountains in 
the street are worn from where countless people 
rested their hands to take a drink and Roman graffiti 
can still be seen on the walls. Traveling via the best 
routes to avoid the crowds, we visit some houses 
that are newly reopened to the public. 
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Guided by John Shepherd
Join John on our 15th January departure.

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/apom

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in the Hotel Forum or the Hotel 

Scapolatiello

Culinary inclusions
• 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 7 dinners
• Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee  

with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

15th - 22nd Jan    $3,745 $3,605 $0

18th - 25th Mar    $3,795 $3,655 $0

Guided by Tony Wilmott
Join Tony on our 18th March departure.
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Day Four | Naples - Pozzuoli
Our first visit of the day is to the fabulous National 
Archaeological Museum in Naples, home to 
exceptional collections of artifacts. After lunch, we 
move on to Pozzuoli and visit one of the world’s 
most impressive amphitheaters. Later, we are 
granted private access to the Cave of Sejanus, an 
impressive tunnel dating to the age of Augustus, 
which gives access to the lovely seaside villa of 
Pausilypon. During our visit here, we can see a 
theater and odeon, built at a later date. 

Day Five | Stabiae
Go off the beaten track today to the villas of 
Stabiae, an exclusive Roman resort for the 
very wealthy. The vast Villa San Marco, with its 
swimming pool and bath complex, is one of the 
most opulent along this coast and it remains 
very impressive in its scale. We also visit the Villa 
Arianna, with its wonderful frescoes and fabulous 
views over the Bay of Naples. After lunch we visit 
the Archaeological Museum of Castellammare di 
Stabia Libero D’Orsi which opened in September 
2020 specifically for the exhibition of the many 
important items found in the region of Stabia. 
There are a large number of finds on display, some 
never before exhibited in Italy, including frescoes, 
inlaid floors, stuccoes, sculptures and tableware.

Day Six | Herculaneum
The town of Herculaneum, which perfectly 
complements a visit to Pompeii, is our last port of 
call. This seaside city was buried to a significantly 
greater depth than Pompeii — under 23 meters 
of pyroclastic to be exact — perfectly preserving 

every-day objects as well as houses up to their 
rooftops. Herculaneum is a much more compact 
site and has fewer visitors, but it is certainly no 
less fascinating than Pompeii. In addition to the 
site, we explore the Antiquarium, newly opened 
after 44 years, and which houses precious articles 
found along Herculaneum’s sea front, including a 
well-preserved boat. After lunch we travel to the 
Villa Sora in Torre del Greco, where we have special 
access to a fine residence once thought to be 
owned by a member of the Julio Claudian Family.

Day Seven | Vesuvius - Oplontis
Today, we ascend to the great volcanic crater of 
Vesuvius. The majority of our journey will be by 
bus, but the final part requires a short walk, which 
will be well worth the effort. The walk starts at 
Monte Somma, the crater of the AD 79 eruption, 
where we grasp the scale of it. After the ascent 
and peering into the crater being forged since the 
ancient eruption, you will see fumaroles and the 
layers of previous eruptions, while walking around 
the perimeter of the crater affords magnificent 
views over the Bay of Naples. On good days, you 
can even make out Pompeii. After lunch, we will 
continue on to the impressive villa at Oplontis, 
which boasts sumptuous frescoes, a bath complex, 
an enormous swimming pool, and interesting 
slave quarters. This villa was supposedly owned 
by Emperor Nero and was both destroyed and 
subsequently preserved by Vesuvius’ eruption.

Day Eight | Naples
After breakfast, our tour ends and we make our 
independent onward journeys.

“The tour was fantastic. Our expert guide was highly knowledgeable and willingly shared his 
knowledge with us. The tour manager was brilliant - nothing was too trivial for him to sort out. The 
vacation lived up to all expectations... and more!”

- Guest on the October 2022 departure
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7 DAYS

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/ahro

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in The Albergo Santa Chiara or 

similar

Culinary inclusions
• 6 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 4 dinners
• Water with all meals, wine and tea or coffee  

with dinner

Guided by Oliver Gilkes
Join Oliver on our 23rd February departure.

Guided by Prof. Valerie Higgins
Join Valerie on our 22nd March departure.

Tour Highlights
• Explore the underground ruins of Nero’s infamous Golden House, a revolution in architecture and 

luxurious design 

• Pay a visit to the wonderfully preserved port city of Ostia Antica, which kept the capital of an Empire 
both fed and supplied 

• Drive along the Appian Way, visiting the Villa of the Quintili and also the Circus of Maxentius

Rome is the pivotal city of Europe, a capital that has dominated the history of the last two millennia. 
This tour will take you to some of Rome’s greatest monuments and also to some of its most secret, 
from catacombs to tombs and from temples to villas. It offers a rare chance to see the Imperial City 
from a whole new point of view – one that most visitors will never get to see.

HIDDEN ROME
Special visit to the Mithraeum of the Circus Maximus

From $4,260pp SAVE UP TO $140pp Departing February & March Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

23rd - 29th Feb $4,400 $4,260 $495*

22nd - 28th Mar    $4,455 $4,315 $495*

*50% discount is applied when you call to book

Images top to bottom: The Colosseum & fountain at church of Santa Sabina

Day One | Rome
Arrive independently in Rome and meet the group 
at the hotel, located in the heart of the city. 

Day Two | The Appian Way
On the Appian Way, we visit some of the villas. 
We see the vast suburban estate of the Quintili, so 
sumptuous that the Emperor Commodus executed 
its owners and confiscated it. We proceed to the 
Villa of the Emperor Maxentius, which was built in 
order to be a dynastic center for his family. In the 
afternoon, we visit the Baths of Caracalla, capable 
of accommodating thousands at a time.

Day Three | Golden House - Colosseum
This morning we visit the Golden House. Built 
by Emperor Nero after the great fire of Rome, it 
included artificial lakes, fountains and vineyards. 
More underground surprizes follow at the Church 
of San Clemente and the iconic Colosseum, where 
we take an unusual tour of its subterranean areas.

Day Four | The Field of Mars
Walk through part of the Field of Mars, visiting 
well-known sites that include the Pantheon. Free 
time follows later and we can explore at leisure. 
 

Day Five | Aventine Hill
We visit the Cripta Balbi, one of the most 
important excavations undertaken in recent 
decades, where the change from ancient to 
modern was examined in a ground-breaking 
exploration. Later, we explore the Forum Boarium 
with the temples of Portunus and Hercules, and we 
also visit the churches of Santa Maria in Cosmedin 
and San Giorgio in Velabro. After lunch, we visit the 
Mithraeum of the Circus Maximus and the Church 
of Santa Sabina on the Aventine Hill.

Day Six | Mausoleum of Augustus
We explore the recently opened Mausoleum 
of Augustus, a huge circular tomb built in 28 BC 
and one of the most significant monuments in 
Rome. Next, we visit Ara Pacis, the adjacent altar 
commissioned by the Roman Senate to honor the 
return of Augustus after his campaigns in Gaul. We 
end with the Mausoleum of Santa Costanza and 
the early Christian catacombs below Sant’ Agnese.

Day Seven | Ostia Antica
A morning drive brings us to Ostia Antica, which 
was Rome’s great harbour center. Its level of 
preservation is comparable to Pompeii. After, 
we make our way back to the airport for our 
independent onward journeys.

Naples

Salerno
Amalfi

Positano
Capri

Pompeii

Somma Vesuviana

Terzigno
Cava de Tirreni

Pozzuoli
Herculaneum

8 DAYS

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/arbn

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in the Hotel Scapolatiello or 

similar

Culinary inclusions
• 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 7 dinners
• Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee  

with dinner

Tour Highlights
• A private visit to the Villa Augustea in Somma Vesuviana, which was destroyed in the eruption of AD 472 

and is still being excavated 

• Visit the newly opened Museum at Terzigno, which houses incredible remains of newly excavated villas 

• Explore the newly opened Roman Villa at Positano with its wonderful frescoes and examine the newly 
opened Regio V in Pompeii

The extraordinary Roman sites dotted around the Bay of Naples have undergone an incredible 
regeneration in recent years. Offering a fresh perspective, this tour takes into consideration these new 
discoveries and sites, and offers an up-to-date examination of this prosperous, beautiful part of the 
ancient world with the advantage of our visits taking place at less crowded times of the year.

ROMANS ON THE BAY OF NAPLES
New discoveries and highlights in the shadow of Vesuvius

From $3,745pp SAVE UP TO $140pp Departing March

Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

4th - 11th Mar    $3,885 $3,745 $0

Guided by John Shepherd
A specialist in the study of ancient
glass, John has worked extensively in
the field in Europe as an archaeologist, 
including France, Italy and Bulgaria.

Images top to bottom: A mosaic in Herculaneum

Day One | Naples
Arrive in Naples and meet the group at the hotel. 

Day Two | Pompeii
The site of Pompeii rewards a day of exploration. 
We visit Regio V to see the House of Leda and the 
Swan as well as the antiquarium to see the coin 
that confirmed the date of the eruption. We also 
visit newly opened sites such as the House of the 
Fruit Orchard and the Praedia of Julia Felix.

Day Three | Pozzuoli & Naples
This morning we venture to Baia, a seaside resort 
developed in the Roman period in order to cater 
to the desires of the super-rich. We visit the 
Archaeological Park, where the imperial family built 
a huge thermal and palatial complex, and continue 
to the Flavian amphitheater in Pozzuoli. Our day 
ends at the Museum of Archaeology in Naples.

Day Four | Positano & Cava di Terreni
We drive to Positano to visit the Roman Villa and 
museum. After a period of restoration, the villa 
has only recently been opened to the public. After 
lunch, we return to Cava di Terreni for a private visit 
to the archives of the Monastery of the Most Holy 
Trinity at Cava de Tirreni, which contains 15,000 
parchments dating as early as the 8th century.

Day Five | Herculaneum
Today we visit Herculaneum, sealed by 23 meters 
of pyroclastic flow from the same eruption that 
buried Pompeii. Here we see a well-preserved wine 
shop, the stunning House of the Stags with its 
pergola overlooking the sea and many fragments 
which attest to the everyday life in this city.

Day Six | Capri
We take the ferry to Capri and explore the palatial 
Roman Villa Jovis. Access can only be achieved on 
foot because of its clifftop location and the walk 
takes an hour, going steadily uphill. The effort is 
worth it, but if you have any qualms about walking 
this distance, you can remain in lower Capri.

Day Seven | Torre del Greco & Somma 
Vesuviana
We make our way to the Villa Sora in Torre del 
Greco, where we have special access to a fine 
residence. Next we proceed to the Museum of 
Archaeology at Terzigno and then our final visit is 
to Somma Vesuviana, where the Villa Augustea will 
be opened especially for us.

Day Eight | Naples
Our tour comes to an end and we transfer to the 
airport for our independent onward journeys.

Looking for a longer break?
This tour’s March departure can be booked  

back-to-back with our Florence tour (p16).

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-6609 13
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8 DAYS From $5,020pp SAVE UP TO $140pp Departing March

Looking for a longer break?
This tour can be booked back-to-back with our 

Florence tour (p16).

Activity Level

Day One | Ravenna
Arrive independently in Ravenna, where we will 
have an orientation walk, time permitting.

Day Two | Ravenna
Today we start our exploration of Ravenna with 
a series of incredible monuments, including the 
Arian Baptistery, constructed by the Ostrogoth 
Theodoric and the Neonian Baptistery, the 5th 
century baptistery converted from a Roman bath. 
We continue to the Ravenna Cathedral, and to the 
Archbishop’s Palace with its museum and private 
chapel of Saint Andrew. In the afternoon we visit 
the 4th century Church of San Giovanni Evangelista 
first founded by Galla Placidia in the 4th century 
and now containing mosaics depicting the 4th 
crusade which was so disastrous for Constantinople 
and the Byzantine empire.

Day Three | Ravenna
We start the day with the so-called Theodoric’s 
Palace and proceed to the adjacent Basilica di 
Sant’ Apollinare Nuovo, Theodoric’s palatine 
chapel which was altered in the Byzantine period.  
A short walk away, we continue to the Basilica di 

Tour Highlights
• Enjoy two exclusive private evening visits to the Byzantine Basilicas of San Vitale and San Marco 

• An exclusive private visit to the Biblioteca Marciana, famed for its collection of Byzantine manuscripts 

• Explore the unique Basilicas of Santa Maria Assunta in Torcello and Santa Maria e Donato in Murano

The last capital of the western Roman Empire, Ravenna was reconquered by Justinian and became the 
seat of an Exarchate, which also included Venice, whose connection to the east made it powerful. 
The result was an unparalleled collection of Byzantine art, with its unique domed architecture and 
shimmering mosaics. 

IMPERIAL MAJESTY IN  
RAVENNA & VENICE
Last bastions of the Byzantine Empire in northern Italy

Images top to bottom: The Basilica di San Marco, Venice & Mausoleum of Theodori To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-6609 15

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/arvv

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in Ravenna & Venice

Culinary inclusions
• 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 4 dinners
• Water with all meals, wine and tea or coffee  

with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

20th - 27th Mar    $5,160 $5,020 $925

Guided by Tony O’Connor
A specialist in the Roman Empire, Tony 
has excavated widely across Britain, 
Europe and North Africa.

Images top to bottom: Cathedral of Santa Maria Assunta & Glass-Making

San Francesco, the parish church of Dante who 
is buried there. In the afternoon we explore the 
late antique house, the Domus dei Tappeti di 
Pietra, replete with mosaics. We end the day at the 
National Museum, with its important collection 
of archaeological material from Ravenna and its 
environs. This evening we plan to have our exclusive 
private visit to the Basilica di San Vitale, with its 
uniquely important Byzantine mosaics, as well as 
the late antique Mausoleum of Galla Placidia.

Day Four | Ravenna
We drive a little outside the city to visit the 
extraordinary Mausoleum of Theodoric, the 
Ostrogothic King who ruled from Ravenna after 
the collapse of the Western Roman Empire in the 
manner of a Roman emperor. After the Byzantine 
conquest of the city, Theodoric’s bones were 
removed from his tomb, leaving his wonderful 
porphyritic sarcophagus. This will be followed by 
an exploration of the archaeological site of Classe, 
Ravenna’s ancient port, which was hugely important 
for being the base of Rome’s fleet. In the afternoon, 
we continue to the Basilica di Sant’ Apollinare 
in Classe with its stunning apse depicting the 
Transfiguration.

Day Five | Ravenna - Venice
Today we travel by coach to the lagoon city, Venice, 
which was immersed in Byzantine culture long after 
the Exarchate of Ravenna collapsed because of the 
special trading rights it was given by Constantinople, 
making it the gateway of the east. Venice also 
gave refuge to emigres escaping Constantinople 
after its fall in 1453. In the afternoon, we explore 
hidden gems in the extraordinary Piazza San Marco, 
dubbed the drawing room of Europe by Napoleon 
and dominated by the very Eastern looking 
Basilica di San Marco, a masterpiece of Byzantine 

architecture which underscores the city’s close ties 
to Constantinople. We will end our day at the Icon 
Museum.

Day Six | Venice
Today we explore the beginnings of Venice in the 
Northern Lagoon, starting with island of Torcello, 
where the earliest settlers from the terra firma 
found their homes after escaping Hunnic raids in 
the 5th century. Here we see the Basilica di Santa 
Maria Assunta with its stunning Byzantine mosaics, 
notably the Last Judgment on the counter-façade. 
After lunch, we pay a short visit to Burano, the 
island famed for its lace and colorful houses, from 
whence some might also choose to venture to the 
adjacent island of Mazzorbo. We end the day with a 
visit to Murano, famed for its glass making and also 
for its Byzantine Basilica di Santa Maria e Donato.  

Day Seven | Venice
Today we explore Venice’s Byzantine past starting 
with an exclusive, private visit to the Biblioteca 
Marciana, established in the 15th century in order 
to house the Classical manuscripts collected by 
Cardinal Bessarion after the fall of Constantinople. 
We continue to the Greek Orthodox Chiesa di 
San Giorgio dei Greci erected by emigres from 
Constantinople. After lunch, we have a guided tour 
of the Secret Itineraries of the Palace followed by 
a have a private tour of the Doge’s Palace. In the 
evening we have an exclusive private visit to the 
stupendous Basilica of San Marco whose mosaics 
and architecture were inspired by Byzantium.

Day Eight | Venice
This morning we make our way to Venice airport 
by water taxi, bidding farewell to the lagoon and 
its Byzantine heritage. From here, we make our 
independent onward journeys.
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6 DAYS

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/aflo

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation at Hotel Berchielli or similar

Culinary inclusions
• 5 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 5 dinners
• Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee  

with dinner

Guided by Dr Eireann Marshall
An Honorary Research Fellow for the 
Open University, Eireann is bilingual and 
has led many tours for Andante.

Day One | Florence
Arrive independently in Italy and then head to 
Fiesole to visit the excavated sanctuary in the 
archaeological park, the 4th century Etruscan 
Temple, Roman theater and bath complex.

Day Two | Florence
Today we explore the glories of Florence on foot, 
walking from the Ponte Vecchio and making our 
way to the Piazza della Signoria, dominated by a 
copy of Michelangelo’s David in its original location 
and the Loggia della Signoria. We continue to 
the Bapitistery, the San Lorenzo and the Medici 
Chapel. Finally, we visit the Basilica of Santa Croce, 
home to Donatello’s wooden Crucifix.

Day Three | Florence
We spend the morning at the National 
Archaeological Museum, one of the oldest and 
most important museums in Italy. This afternoon 
is spent in the world class Uffizzi Gallery. Immerse 
yourself in the glories of Renaissance masterpieces 
such as Botticelli’s Birth of Venus and Spring.  
We regroup for our pre-booked visit to the 
Accademia where you can admire Michelangelo’s 
David and his Slaves. 

Day Four | Florence
This morning there will be a leisurely start and a 
gentle walk to the Palazzo Strozzi in the heart of 
Florence, one of the unquestioned masterpieces 
of Renaissance. We continue to the Santa Maria 
Novella, the 13th-15th century church which is the 
first of the great basilicas in Florence. Later, we visit 
the Palazzo Vecchio, the symbolic monument of 
the city and, for over seven centuries, the seat of its 
government. Palazzo Vecchio bears extraordinary 
testimonies of all the salient phases of the history 
and art of Florence.

Day Five | Florence
Today we visit two extraordinary museums, 
the Palazzo Pitti and the Bargello National 
Museum, where we admire such masterpieces 
as Michelangelo’s Bacchus and Donatello’s David, 
famous as the first freestanding nude male since 
antiquity. Enjoy some free time this afternoon to 
explore this magnificent city on your own.

Day Six | Florence
Our tour ends today and we make our independent 
onward journeys.

Tour Highlights
• Explore the Etruscan Temple, Roman theater and bath complex at Fiesole

• Visit the National Archaeological Museum, renowned for its significant Etruscan collection

• Discover world class art at Florence’s incomparable musea, including the Uffizzi and Accademia with pre 
booked entrance times to avoid the queues

Discover how Florence, a small Roman settlement prone to annual flooding, became the powerhouse 
of the Renaissance and the greatest city in Europe. Join us as we trace the development of this unique 
city, admire its exquisite art and architecture, including the Medici chapel, Baptistery and the wonderful 
Basilica of Santa Croce.

FLORENCE 
Heart of the Renaissance & the Rediscovery of Rome

From $3,710pp SAVE UP TO $140pp Departing March

Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

28th Mar - 2nd Apr $3,850 $3,710 $835

Images top to bottom: Fountain of Neptune & Basilica of Santa Maria Novella

4 DAYS

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/asat

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites & museums
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation at the Herodian Hotel or similar

Culinary inclusions
• 3 breakfasts, 2 lunches & 3 dinners
• Water with all meals, wine and tea or coffee  

with dinner

Guided by Dr Rita Roussos
A native Athenian, Rita taught 
Archaeology and Art History at the 
American University of Athens.

Tour Highlights
• Ascend the Acropolis to the Parthenon, the universal symbol of the classical world and the quintessential 

classical ruin 

• Explore two fabulous world-class museums, housing between them some of the greatest collections of 
antiquities in the world 

• Soak up the atmosphere of ancient Athens, exploring the quieter corners and monuments which have 
survived here for 2,500 years

An informed, in-depth visit to this ancient capital awaits. In winter, the city belongs to the locals. 
The queues for the Parthenon melt away, there is space to gaze at museums’ treasures and the paths 
through the Agora grow greenery again. Wrap up warm and explore the city where democracy, 
architecture, classical art and literature both germinated and flourished. 

ATHENS
A short break to this ancient capital, unimpeded by the usual crowds

From $2,055pp SAVE UP TO $140pp Departing February Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

15th - 18th Feb    $2,195 $2,055 $215

Images top to bottom: Acropolis, Athens ©Anna Szabo & Agora

Day One | Athens
Arrive independently in Athens and meet the group 
at the hotel.

Day Two | Athens
Our first full day will be dedicated to the Acropolis 
and its museum. We will walk through ancient 
Athens and then climb to the incomparable 
Acropolis, which still dominates the city with a 
complex of religious sanctuaries, most famous of 
which is the Parthenon – ‘Chamber of the Maiden’ 
built in the 5th century to house a colossal statue 
of Athena, patron goddess of the city. The views 
from here are stunning. After lunch in the Plaka, 
we visit the fabulous Acropolis Museum, which is 
consistently rated as one of the best museums in 
the world. 

Day Three | Athens
We continue our exploration of Athens, visiting 
its ancient economic center, the Agora, where a 
wide range of goods were shipped in from the 
nearby port of Piraeus and members of the elected 
democracy assembled to discuss affairs of state. 

Next, we visit Kerameikos, named in ancient 
times after the hero Keramos, son of Dionysus 
and Ariadne, where an extensive cemetery was 
excavated during the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
After lunch we visit the National Museum of 
Athens. Now somewhat overlooked by visitors 
flocking to the Acropolis Museum, it is worth 
remembering that this older museum is still home 
to one of the greatest collections of antiquities in 
the world. 

Day Four | Athens
In the morning, we travel to Piraeus which once 
consisted of three separate harbours - Kantharos, 
Zea, and Munichia. All three harbours are still used 
today but since the sea level has risen two meters 
since antiquity many of the ancient installations 
of Piraeus are now underwater. Excavations still 
continue, however, and notable finds have included 
several bronze statues, perhaps the most famous 
being of Apollo now in the Piraeus Archaeological 
Museum. Later today we make our independent 
onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-660916

Looking for a longer break?
This tour can be booked back-to-back  

with our tour of Imperial Majesty in Ravenna  
& Venice (p14) & also our Hidden Rome March 

departure (p10).
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10 DAYS

Day One | Amman
Arrive independently in Amman and meet the 
group at the hotel. Tonight, we have dinner 
together for the first time.

Day Two | Wadi Seer - Dead Sea - Amman
After a leisurely start, we head to the valley of Wadi 
Seer. Here we find the remains of Qasr-al-Abd, 
a well-preserved Hasmonean and rare Hellenistic 
period Palace. Hyrcanus of Jerusalem built the 
palace around 200 BC as part of a much larger 
estate, that is now covered by the village of Iraq al-
Emir. We then spend time both at and in the Dead 
Sea. The lowest place on earth is also the deepest 
hyper-saline lake in the world, over nine times 
saltier than the ocean. This salinity has created a 
harsh environment so it is unsuitable for any plants 
of wildlife, hence its name. It is however, a unique 
experience to be able to ‘float’ on the Dead Sea, so 
we make the most of this opportunity. After our 
time here, we return to Amman.

Day Three | Gadara - Jerash
We explore two Roman Decapolis cities today 
as our adventure continues. We start off at the 

ancient city of Gadara (known today as Umm Qais), 
which offers views over the Golan Heights and 
Sea of Galilee. After lunch we continue to Jerash 
(ancient Gerasa) for the afternoon, which is set in 
the pine valleys of the biblical land of Gilead, and is 
one of the best-preserved Roman cities in the east. 
The architecture is particularly fine, and includes 
the impressive 2nd century Hadrian’s Arch, the 
Corinthian columns of the Temple of Artemis and 
the Oval Plaza - framed by a magnificent colonnade 
- a unique feature of the Forum.

Day Four | Amman
The morning is spent in Jordan’s modern capital 
Amman. Here we visit the Archaeological Museum 
and the citadel. The museum is home to artifacts 
from archaeological sites from across the country, 
including the Dead Sea bronze scroll written in 
Aramaic characters. The citadel is one of the oldest 
continuously inhabited places in the world, and we 
visit the ruins of the Roman Temple of Hercules 
and the palace of the Omayyad Caliphs. Before 
lunch we visit the Memorial Church at Mount 
Nebo. In the afternoon, we make a short drive 
to the early Byzantine Church of St. George in 

Tour Highlights
• Admire the almost lunar-like desert scenery of Wadi Rum

• Discover the mighty crusader castle at Kerak, built in the 12th century

• Visit Jerash, the best preserved (and Jordan’s largest) Roman town in the east, a site that is home to the Oval 
Plaza and the Corinthian columns of the Temple of Artemis

Nothing can prepare you for Petra – the scale, the colors and the grandeur. Lively, cosmopolitan and 
rich, with goods from every corner of the world, ancient Petra was an extraordinary city. Its streets were 
swathed in a fusion of Nabataean and Classical architecture — elaborate tombs, colonnaded streets and 
temples carved into the rose-red rock.

JORDAN - PETRA &  
THE DESERT FORTRESSES
Spend two days in the evocative rock-cut city of Petra

From $5,465pp SAVE UP TO $280pp Departing February

Activity Level

Images top to bottom: Petra

Madaba, where we view the amazing 6th century 
mosaic map of the Holy Land depicting biblical 
sites of the Middle East from Egypt to Palestine. 
Afterwards, we spend a little time in the Madaba 
Archaeological Park before heading back to our 
hotel.

Day Five | Umm al-Jimal
Today we head into the eastern desert to explore 
the dramatic basalt city at Umm al-Jimal, even the 
doors are made of huge black slabs and some of 
them still operate! After lunch we travel on to the 
desert castles, Qasr Azraq, Amra and al-Kharanah, 
with far-reaching views over the surrounding 
landscape. Jordan’s desert castles were so called due 
to their imposing stature, but they served mainly as 
agriculture and trade centers, and caravan stations. 

Day Six | Umm al-Rasas - Kerak
We visit the church and spectacular mosaics at 
Umm al-Rasas. A Roman and Byzantine site, the 
mosaics of the churches have fine depictions of the 
principal cities of the region. Before lunch, we have 
a stop at a viewpoint at Wadi Mujib. On next to the 
mighty crusader castle of Kerak, one of the largest 
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For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/ajor

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in Amman, Petra & the Dead Sea

Culinary inclusions
• 9 breakfasts, 8 lunch & 9 dinners
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner

Guided by Nick Jackson
A graduate of the Institute of 
Archaeology at UCL, Nick is an 
archaeologist and historian with over 20 
years of excavation experience.

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

19th - 28th Feb    $5,745 $5,465 $1,135

in the Levantine region. Overlooking the Dead Sea, 
it was built in 1132 as the first line of defense for 
the Crusader kingdom of Jerusalem. Its position 
gave control of important trade routes between 
Damascus, Egypt and Mecca, and of the region’s 
Bedouin herders.

Days Seven & Eight | Petra
Today is the first of two full days in Petra, and 
with the archaeological park spread across 200 
square kilometers, we will easily fill our time spent 
here as there is much to explore. Located among 
mountains and rugged desert canyons, this ancient 
capital of the Nabatean Arabs is carved directly 
into a mixture of sandstone cliff face, its colors 
a mixture of red, white and pink hence it is also 
known as the “Rose City”. We walk into the site 
each day, both for the sense of discovery, and 
to experience the famous entrance to the ravine 
site, the Siq. As we wander along the colonnaded 
streets, we take in some of the ancient city’s most 
significant structures, such as the world-renowned 
“Treasury” (Al-Khazneh), a temple over 40 meters 
in height with a truly impressive ornate façade. The 

Nabateans, though essential nomadic, developed 
a sophisticated water technology, the remains of 
which we will also see here during our extensive 
visit. Led by our expert guide, there are optional 
climbs on both days to Nabatean ‘Monastery’ and 
the ‘High Place’.

Day Nine | Little Petra - Wadi Rum
This morning we will visit the Neolithic site of 
Beidha, where 8th millennium BC houses can still be 
seen, and the painted tomb at “Little Petra” (Siq al-
Bahrid). Thought to have been an important suburb 
of Petra, the site includes temples, tombs, water 
channels and cisterns carved out of rock. We drive 
to Wadi Rum, home of the largest Roman copper 
mine in the empire. Here we take 4x4s through 
spectacular scenery, made famous by the filming of 
“Lawrence of Arabia”. There are also several rock art 
sites to be explored here. Afterwards, we head back 
to Amman for a farewell group dinner.

Day Ten | Amman
Our tour ends in Amman and we make our 
independent onward journeys.

Images top to bottom: Wadi Rum, Temple of Artemis & Amra

Looking for a longer break?
This tour can be booked back-to-back  
with our tour of Israel & Palestine (p20).
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11 DAYS

Tour Highlights
• Pay a visit to one of the world’s oldest cities at Jericho, where archaeologists unearthed evidence of 

settlement as far back as 9000 BC

• Discover Armageddon – or Tel Megiddo – a city of great strategic importance in the ancient world and the 
scene of many significant battles

• Ascend to Masada by cable car and explore this spectacular archaeological site while enjoying the views

There are few places on earth that can boast such a rich, varied and important archaeological heritage 
as both Israel and Palestine. Over the millennia, this ancient land has felt the tread of conquerors and 
settlers: Canaanites, Israelites, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Ottomans and Imperial 
Britons, all of whom have left their signature.

ISRAEL & PALESTINE
View incredible archaeology in the Holy Land

From $7,725pp SAVE UP TO $280pp Departing February Activity Level

Images top to bottom: The Dead Sea & Belvoir Crusader Fortress view

Day One | Galilee
Meet the group at our hotel in northern Israel 
on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. We have a 
welcome night’s rest before starting our adventure 
tomorrow. 

city in the country. Its surviving ramparts are 
considered to be the foremost examples of their 
type in the region. After lunch by the Sea of Galilee, 
we continue to Belvoir Crusader Fortress, one of 
the best preserved Crusader Fortresses in Israel. This 
site was a bastion of the Knights Hospitallers until it 
was eventually besieged and captured by Saladin’s 
forces in 1189. Lastly but by no means least, we view 
the ‘Jesus Boat’ in the grounds of the Nof Ginosar 
Hotel. This recovered fishing boat dates from the 
1st century AD, and this is the type of vessel that 
Jesus and his disciples may have used.

Day Four | Tzipori & Akko
This morning we drive to Tzipori, a fortified city 
perched on a mound in the Netofah Valley. Thanks 
to extensive excavations in the area we are able 
to view an ancient synagogue, Jewish homes lining 
a cobbled street, a Roman villa, and a number of 
intricate 5th century mosaics, depicting images 
such as the famous “Mona Lisa of Galilee”. In 
the afternoon we continue to Akko, or Acre, on 
the sunny shores of Haifa Bay. Akko features in 
Egyptian, Biblical, Greek and Persian mythology, and 
is the holiest city of the Baha’i faith. We discover 
striking Ottoman aqueducts, Medieval churches, 
and city walls established by Crusaders.

Day Two | Beth She’an/Galilee
We spend our first morning in Israel exploring the 
Roman and Byzantine city of Beth She’an, thought 
to have been occupied since the 6th to the 5th 
millennia BC. The city flourished under the Pax 
Romana, and continues to thrive thanks to its 
location as a junction between the Jezreel and 
Jordan valleys. We pay a visit to the 6th century 
synagogue of Beth Alpha, which was discovered in 
the 1920s and features colorful wall panels depicting 
scenes such as the Binding of Isaac, and a beautiful 
Greco-Roman zodiac. After lunch, we delve into 
Jezreel Valley, a fertile “land of milk and honey”. 
Here we explore the ancient city of Tel Megiddo, 
better known as Armageddon. Its location, on a 
narrow pass along a vital trade route, led to Tel 
Megiddo being of great strategic importance in 
the ancient world, and the site of many significant 
battles. Recent excavations have unearthed no less 
than 26 layers of ruins.

Day Three | Galilee
We begin the day at the archaeological site of 
Tel Dan, the most northerly Israelite city, where 
a remarkable Bronze Age mud-brick gateway still 
stands in place, surrounded by verdant countryside. 
We continue to Tel Hazor, once the largest fortified 
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For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/aisr

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in Sea of Galilee, Jerusalem & the 

Dead Sea

Culinary inclusions
• 10 breakfasts, 9 lunch & 10 dinners
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner

Guided by Nick Jackson
A graduate of the Institute of 
Archaeology at UCL, Nick is an 
archaeologist and historian with over 20 
years of excavation experience.

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

29th Feb - 10th Mar $8,005 $7,725 $2,030

Day Five | Galilee - Jerusalem
Today we explore the national park and Roman 
harbour city of Caesarea Maritima, constructed 
by Herod the Great. The city was described by 
1st century historian Josephus as: “adorned with 
the most magnificent palaces”. Among the many 
remnants here are a well-preserved theater, a 
double aqueduct, and a limestone block on which 
the name of “Pontius Pilatus” is inscribed. We spend 
the afternoon at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, 
the largest museum in the country. It is here that we 
encounter the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest Biblical 
and extra-Biblical manuscripts known to man, which 
were discovered in caves on the west bank of the 
River Jordan in the late 1940s. A thrilling glimpse into 
Israel’s holy past.

Day Six | Jerusalem
We spend a full day today exploring many of the 
highlights of the old city of Jerusalem, starting with 
an early morning visit to the Temple Mount and 
continuing to the City of David, the oldest part of 
Jerusalem settled during the Canaanite period. Here 
we explore the ancient water system discovered 
by Sir Charles Warren, the British engineer who 
rediscovered it in 1867, and the Pool of Siloam. 
After lunch we visit the Rockefeller Archaeological 
Museum and spend some time in the Old City 
walking along the Via Dolorosa.

Day Seven | Jerusalem
We drive to Jericho this morning, one of the oldest 
inhabited cities in the world. Here we explore the 
remains of the settlement of Tel es Sultan, site of 
Katherine Kenyon’s excavations, Hisham’s Palace, 
an early Islamic construction and the Herodian 
Winter Palace complex. In the afternoon, we visit 
the Herodium, the palace-like fortress built by King 
Herod; the combination of fortress and palace is a 
uniquely Herodian innovation, which he repeated 
on several other sites, including Masada. It is here 
that after 35 years of archaeological research, Ehud 
Netzer announced he had found Herod’s tomb and 
resting place. The news made headlines worldwide.

Day Eight | Jerusalem
Today we begin with an ascent to Masada, a rugged 
Herodian fortress high up on the isolated cliffs of 
the Judaean Desert. According to ancient sources, 
the defenders of this fortress committed mass 
suicide rather than surrender to the Romans in AD 
73. This incredible site is one of Israel’s foremost 
attractions, and achieved World Heritage status in 
2001. After a short visit to En Gedi National Park for 
a taste of this beautiful oasis – the biggest in Israel, 
we round off our day with a visit to the remote 
desert caves of Qumran, where the Dead Sea 
Scrolls were found, before returning to Jerusalem.

Day Nine | Jerusalem - Dead Sea
After a hearty breakfast we travel to the 
archaeological site of Tel Lachish, a huge Near 
East city with commanding views over the hills 
and coastal plains. Tel Lachish features in the Book 
of Joshua and the ground here has yielded scores 
of LMLK seals, ancient Hebrew seals dating from 
the reign of King Hezekiah. We continue to the 
walled city of Tel Beer Sheba, where we enjoy a 
picnic lunch amid the ruins of the national park. 
The most important discovery here was a horned 
animal altar, the first unearthed in Israel. We stop at 
the mysterious prehistoric site of Tel Arad, with its 
altars and standing stones, before continuing to the 
glittering Dead Sea where, if we have time, we may 
“swim” atop its famous hyper-saline waters.

Day Ten | Dead Sea - Jerusalem
Today we are joined by Dr Avi Solomon, a leading 
Israeli archaeologist. Beginning with a visit to the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, it is believed that 
this church is the site of Jesus’s crucifixion, as well 
as his empty tomb, which is now encased within 
an 18th century shrine. After, Dr Solomon will 
give us a private behind the scenes tour of the 
excavations at the Western Wall tunnels and the 
Roman Odeon. After lunch, we enter Palestine for a 
visit to Bethlehem, where we take a short tour that 
includes a stop at the Church of the Nativity.

Day Eleven | Jerusalem - Tel Aviv
We make our way from Jerusalem to Tel Aviv 
airport for our independent onward journeys.

Images top to bottom: Akko & Pool of Siloam

Looking for a longer break?
This tour can be booked back-to-back with our 
Jordan - Petra & the Desert Fortresses tour (p18).
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18 DAYS

Tour Highlights
• Explore the extensive ruins of Volubilis, one of the most important archaeological sites in North Africa

• Visit Fez with its UNESCO-listed Medina, its historic buildings and its fine medieval museum

• Examine the site of Gadir, which includes remains from both the Phoenician and Roman periods

• View the extraordinary sites of Granada, the last bastion of Muslim culture in Andalucía

Separated by only a narrow body of water, Morocco and Andalucía have exchanged peoples and cultural 
ideas for millennia. On this tour of a lifetime, you will explore the nexus between Africa and Europe, 
starting in the Roman period and continuing to the expulsion of Muslims and Jews in the reign of 
Ferdinand and Isabella.

MOROCCO & ANDALUCIA
Where Africa and Europe meet

From $8,480pp SAVE UP TO $280pp Departing February Activity Level

Images top to bottom: Alhambra Palace 

Day One | Marrakech
Arrive in vibrant Marrakech, settle into our hotel 
and – time permitting – will have a brief walk 
around the city before enjoying dinner together 
later.   

Day Two | Marrakech
We start our exploration of Marrakech with the 
Kutubiyya Minaret, then we proceed to the 
16th century Saadian Tombs and the Dar Si Said 
Museum. Later on, we venture to the 16th century 
Baddi Palace and the famous Yves Saint Laurent 
Museum in the Jardin Majorelle.

Day Three | Rabat
This morning, we travel to Rabat. Upon arrival, 
we visit the Museum of History and Civilization. 
Afterwards, we will take a walk around the thriving 
metropolis of Rabat and then settle into our hotel.

Day Four | Rabat & Chellah
Founded by the Almohad dynasty in the 12th 
century, our exploration of Rabat includes the 
Hassan Tower and the UNESCO-listed Medina and 
Kasbah of Rabat. The afternoon is spent in Chellah.

Day Five | Meknes
Today we venture to Meknes and visit the 
UNESCO-listed Medina. Here, we will see the Bab 
al-Mansour, constructed in the 17th century using 
zellij tile-work, and Roman columns. There will be 
free time this afternoon to explore at our leisure.

Day Six | Volubilis
We spend the majority of our day in the most 
famous archaeological site in Morocco, Volubilis. 
The ancient city developed from the 3rd century 
BC, but really came to its own in the 1st century 
AD, when it became capital of the kingdom of 
Mauretania. On our return to Meknes, we stop at 
Moulay Idriss Zerhoun.

Day Seven | Fez
We travel this morning to Fez. This extraordinary 
city will catapult you backwards through time, to 
experience with a shocking immediacy one of the 
world’s most complete medieval cities. We spend 
the day here exploring the UNESCO listed Medina.

Day Eight | Banasa & Lixus
Today we explore two little-visited archaeological 
sites, starting with Banasa, known in antiquity 
as Colonia Iulia Valentia, and then Lixus, whose 
material remains suggest it may have been a 
Carthaginian site. Next, it’s on to Tangiers.

Day Nine | Tetouan & Tangiers
The tour has reached the northern tip of Morocco, 
where Spanish influence is most felt. We start at 
Tetouan, where we will admire the Andalucian 
flavor of this city in the UNESCO-listed Medina. 
Back in Tangiers, we visit the Kasbah Museum.

Day Ten | Tangiers - Cádiz
We spend our morning crossing the straits of 
Gibraltar on a ferry from Tangiers. On arrival, we 
venture to the archaeological site of Baelo Claudia 
near Bolonia and then we transfer to Cádiz, known 
in antiquity as Gadir or Gades.

Day Eleven | Cádiz
Cádiz has been settled since at least the 2nd 
millennium, and we will explore the panoply of this 
city’s history. We begin with the Cádiz Museum, 
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For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/amas

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in Marrakech, Rabat, Meknes, 

Tangiers, Cadiz, Seville, Ronda & Malaga

Culinary inclusions
• 17 breakfasts, 16 lunch & 15 dinners
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner

Guided by Dr Doru Bogdan in 
Andalucia
A specialist in Roman archaeology, Doru 
has supervized an array of fascinating 
excavations.

Guided by Dr Eireann Marshall in 
Morocco
An Honorary Research Fellow for the 
Open University, Eireann is bilingual and 
she has led many Andante tours. 

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

11th - 28th Feb $8,760 $8,480 $1,535

then continue to the Roman theater and we end 
the morning at the cathedral. After lunch, we 
explore the archaeological site of Gadir then travel 
onwards to Seville.

Day Twelve | Seville
This morning we explore the city’s famously rich 
history. We start with the Seville Archaeological 
Museum then proceed to the Palacio de Lebrija, 
which contains an important collection of Roman 
mosaics. After lunch, we visit Seville Cathedral then 
end the day at the Real Alcazar. 

Day Thirteen | Seville - Ronda
Today we explore the most important and 
impressive archaeological site in Spain, Italica, the 
birthplace of Trajan, Hadrian and Theodosius. After 
lunch, we continue to Ronda to explore the city’s 
melange of architecture, including the Puerta de 
Almocabar, the Iglesia del Espiritu Santo and the 
Iglesia de Santa Maria la Mayor.

Day Fourteen | Ronda - Málaga
Ronda awaits this morning. We visit the Mondragon 
Palace Museum, then continue to La Casa del 
Rey Moro, a 14th century residence, and then the 
Arabic Baths. Next, we travel to Málaga to visit the 
Alcazaba.

Day Fifteen | Málaga
We explore Málaga, first founded by Phoenicians. 
Our visits include the Málaga Museum, the Roman 
theater and the Church of Santiago Apostol.

Day Sixteen | Córdoba
We spend the day in extraordinary Córdoba, 
which exemplifies perhaps more than any other 
city the blend of cultures found in Andalucía. We 
start with the Mosque-Cathedral then continue 
to the Alcázar de los Reyes Cristianos, ending our 
exploration with the stunning Medina Azahara.

Day Seventeen | Granada
Granada, Muslim until its defeat in 1485, was the last 
bastion of Moorish history and culture in Andalucía. 

Images top to bottom: Medina Azahara & Hassan Tower

Our visits here include the cathedral and El Banuelo, 
the site of Arabic baths dating from the 11th century. 
A visit to the Alhambra is a fitting end to this day.

Day Eighteen | Málaga
We transfer to the airport for our independent 
onward journeys.
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10 DAYS

Day One | Algiers
Meet the group at Algiers airport and transfer to 
our hotel stopping en route to admire the Makam 
Echahid, one of the most striking landmarks in the 
city and memorial to those who lost their lives 
during Algeria’s hard-won war for independence. 
After lunch we will explore the Kasbah, built on 
the ruins of old Icosium, a Phoenician commercial 
outpost later overtaken by the Romans. Little 
remains of its ancient past but having survived 
bombardment and civil war, the Casbah of Algiers 
remains the largest old walled city or ‘citadel’ in 
North Africa and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Day Two | Cherchell & Tipasa
We spend the whole of today along Mediterranean 
west of Algiers. Driving west we reach Cherchell, 
Phoenician Iol and Roman Caesarea, which was 
once the capital of the Numidian client King Juba 
II and his wife Cleopatra Selene, daughter of Mark 
Anthony and Cleopatra. Our afternoon is spent 
at the Roman city of Tipasa, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site overlooking the sea, with impressive 
remains both of the high Roman Empire, and of 
the early Christian period. We also stop at the 
huge cylindrical tomb, variously called the ‘Royal 
Mausoleum of Mauretania’ or the ‘Tomb of the 
Christian Woman’.

Tour Highlights
• Wander the perfectly preserved streets at the UNESCO-listed sites of Roman Djémila and Timgad 

• In Sétif, gaze upon one of the most exquisite mosaics in all the Roman world – the fantastic ‘Triumph of 
Dionysus’

• Explore the Roman ‘City of Bridges’ – Constantine – and visit the evocative ruins of Hippo Regius

Algeria is still one of the least-visited countries in the world, but access to its ruinous Classical cities 
is now easier than it has been for some years. The sites are a palimpsest of Numidian, Roman and 
Byzantine remains, and include probably the best-preserved colonia anywhere in the Empire – Timgad.

ALGERIA
Roman Mauretania

From $6,010pp SAVE UP TO $280pp Departing February

Activity Level

Images top to bottom: City of Constantine & Djémila

Day Three | Algiers - Annaba
This morning we have time to visit the Bardo 
Museum, housed in a neo–Moorish Villa and the 
Museum of Antiquities and Islamic Arts, before 
transferring to the airport for our flight to Annaba. 
We arrive in Annaba in time for a late lunch and an 
afternoon visit to Hippo Regius. The great North 
African churchman later known as St. Augustine 
ended his days here in AD430, and we visit the 
remains of this once splendid city a mile to the 
south of modern Annaba. It was once a port, 
situated on an inlet which has since silted over, 
leaving the ruins isolated and complete, and now 
dominated by the basilica of St Augustine which 
was built on a nearby hill during the 19th century. 
We visit the basilica as well as the site. 

Day Four | Annaba - Constantine
We depart early this morning to visit the theater 
and museum at Guelma. The Numidian Jugurtha 
won an important battle against the Romans here. 
We continue south to Khemissa, this relatively 
little-known or visited site was certainly a significant 
Numidian settlement from at least the second 
century AD. This huge ancient city is set in glorious 
surroundings, and among the ruins we find an old 
forum built on an artificial terrace on the north 
slope of the hill with shops and adjoining temples, 
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Guided by Farès K Moussa
Specializing in religious art and artistic
practice, Farès has both written and
researched on Romans and Phoenicians  
in Tunisia.

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/aalg

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in Lamarz Arts Hotel, Sheraton 

Annaba Hotel, Protea Hotel by Marriott 
Constantine, Novotel Setif, Hotel Messouadi - 
Batna, Hotel Nail Zakaria - Biskra or similar

Culinary inclusions
• 9 breakfasts, 8 lunch & 9 dinners
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

25th Feb - 5th Mar $6,290 $6,010 $975

as well as a Basilica dating probably to the second 
century AD. We then head west to Constantine, 
making one final stop to see the tomb of 
Massinissa and the site at El Khroub. 

Day Five | Constantine & Tiddis
Our morning is spent at the beautifully situated 
ruined city of Tiddis, an authentic Berber site 
modified by Roman civilization. The site has been 
occupied a least since the Neolithic period and 
several circular ‘bazina’ burial monuments from 
the pre-Roman Numidian period are visible at 
the site. We return to Constantine for lunch and 
later explore this extraordinary city, dramatically 
situated on a plateau by a deep ravine. Here we’ll 
see its museum, kasbah, suspension bridge and the 
Palace of Ahmed Bey, one of the finest Ottoman-
era buildings in the country.

Day Six | Constantine - Setif
We journey west to the site of Djémila situated 
on a narrow triangular plateau, 900m above sea 
level and described as ‘one of the most perfect 
expressions of the meeting of Roman power 
and African beauty’. The town here is thought to 
have been founded by either Emperor Nerva or 
Trajan between AD 96 – 117 initially as a military 
garrison. Despite the challenging topography of the 
undulating landscape, its builders tried to conform, 
largely unsuccessfully, to Roman grid planning 
standards. It is partly owing to the consequent 
interesting layout and linear urban expansion and 
its good state of preservation that the site was 
granted UNESCO World Heritage status in 1982. In 
the afternoon we drive to Setif and end the day at 
the Setif Archaeological Museum, home to some 
unusual artifacts, but also some exceptional Roman 
mosaics including the ‘Triumph of Dionysus’.

Day Seven | Setif - Batna/Timgad
An early start this morning as we make the long 
journey south to Timgad, the Roman city founded 
in AD 100 by Emperor Trajan, principally as a colony 
for veterans of the Legio III Augusta. This huge site 
was declared a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1982 
and is famed for its formal orthogonal grid layout 
of the original town plan, measuring some 355m on 
each side, and for the good preservation of some 

of its monuments. Still visible is a rare example 
of a Roman Library and no less than eight bath 
complexes scatter the site. 

Day Eight | Batna - Biskra
Continuing south, our first stop today is at 
Lambaesis. This was the main military base of 
the Third Legion Augusta. The Legion may have 
numbered up to 25,000 men, recruited initially from 
Gaul, but later also from other Roman provinces 
and North Africa. The site is now rather forlorn, 
but parts of it, such as the amphitheater and the 
four-sided arch in the military camp, are still quite 
substantial and worthy of some exploration. From 
here we drive through the spectacular scenery 
of the Aurès Mountains to the Biskra province 
which lies on the northern edge of the Sahara. We 
will stop on the way in the area of the gorges of 
Tighanimine and the breathtaking canyon of Rhouffi 
and we will visit the Balconies of Ghoufi where 
the cliffs cascade in naturally formed balconies and 
were used centuries ago to carve out cave dwellings 
from the sandstone.  

Day Nine | Biskra - Algiers
We enjoy a relaxing morning visiting the Oasis of 
Biskra and the Palmerie at Tolga. For centuries, 
inhabitants of the Ziban mountain range have 
carefully planted and pollinated their precious date 
palms here – the local adage being ‘give to the date 
palm and she will return the favour’. There are more 
than 100 cultivars of dates produced from four 
million trees in Biskra, ensuring agriculture remains 
the lifeblood of the region’s economy. After lunch 
at the Palmerie, we transfer to Biskra airport for our 
flight to Algiers, arriving in time for dinner.

Day Ten | Algiers
We transfer to Algiers airport for our independent 
onward journeys.

Please note that due to the unpredictable nature 
of local arrangements, some elements of our 
itinerary may be subject to change. In these 
circumstances, we will ensure that the integrity of 
our archaeological program is not compromized 
but a certain degree of flexibility is required 
when traveling in this challenging but stunningly 
beautiful country.

Images top to bottom: Tipasa & Bardo Museum
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15 DAYS

Tour Highlights
• Explore Tunisia’s historical sites from Carthage and Rome to fortified Berber villages

• Traverse the vivid white landscape of the chotts, its salt structures shaped by the desert wind

• View the mosques and medinas of Kairouan’s rich architectural and historical heritage

• Discover a treasure trove of Roman mosaics remarkable for the intricate beauty of their design

Tunisia has some of the best preserved Roman cities in the world and many retain the romance of ruins 
in the countryside unspoiled by mass tourism. Starting with Carthage, we travel south through ruined 
towns of the high Roman Empire before continuing to the landscapes of the salt chotts, palm oases and 
dunes of the south.

TUNISIA - NORTH & SOUTH
Carthage to the edge of the Sahara

From $5,910pp SAVE UP TO $280 Departing February

Activity Level

Images top to bottom: Matmata

Day One | Tunis
Meet the group at our hotel in Tunis.

Day Two | Carthage
Today we explore what remains of that once great 
Phoenician city, Carthage. We start at the Byrsa 
Hill site, where Dido is said to have first founded 
her city, and we continue to the site of the Tophet, 
where the cremated remains of thousands of 
children were found. Later we visit the Cothon, the 
Punic harbour and the impressive Antonine Baths, 
ending our day at the amphitheater.

Day Three | Oudna & Thuburbo Majus
Traveling south, we stop en route to examine 
a section of the longest aqueducts built in the 
Roman Empire. A short drive takes us Oudna, where 
we explore the remains of its substantial public 
buildings, before continuing to Thuburbo Majus, 
originally a Numidian settlement in the midst of 
rich farming country.

Day Four | Tunis - Dougga - Teboursouk
We journey to Dougga via Testour, a small town 
characterized by its unique blend of Spanish and 
local influences. Later, we visit the magnificent site 
of Dougga, perched high on the hill above olive 
groves. One of the oldest towns in Tunisia, Dougga 

began life as a Numidian walled citadel and was 
built over by the Romans.

Day Five | Teboursouk - Musti - Kairouan
This morning we visit the ancient site of Musti. 
Once a town of some importance, the site has 
been neglected and is still largely unexcavated. 
We continue north to Bulla Regia to explore its 
superbly preserved, subterranean Roman houses.  
After our visit here we start the long journey 
south to Kairouan.

Day Six | Kairouan
We spend the day in Kairouan, the fourth holiest 
city of Islam. We visit the Aghlabid pools, reservoirs 
built on the outskirts of the city in the 9th century, 
the Barber Mosque and also the Great Mosque 
– one of the major monuments of Islam and an 
architectural masterpiece. In the afternoon we 
explore the Medina with its network of winding 
streets, shops and courtyard houses. 

Day Seven | Kairouan - Tozeur
We depart early this morning for our long drive 
south to Tozeur. We will stop en route to see the 
extraordinary wall at Bir Oum Ali. Reaching Tozeur 
around lunchtime, we will take a walk through the 
old town in the afternoon.

Day Eight | Tozeur
A day to relax or explore. Walk among the date 
palms, visit the rock formation of of Ong Jemal 
where Star Wars was filmed or choose to visit 
the oases of Chebika and Tamerza (pre-bookable, 
payable locally).

Day Nine | Tozeur - Douz
Today we cross the vast salt flats known as the 
chotts. A layer of superficial water can occasionally 
be seen during winter, but for most of the year the 
area is desiccated by the sun, leaving a residual film 
of salt. After lunch we visit Tamezret, a traditional 
village of the indigenous Amazigh people.

Day Ten | Douz & Matmata
During our last day on the fringes of the Sahara, 
we explore some of the unusual architecture of 
the region. We visit one of the troglodyte houses, 
which are scattered in and around Matmata, and we 
will also see a ksar, a form of fortified village, which 
is common in southern Tunisia.

Day Eleven | Douz - El Djem - Kairouan
Its an early departure this morning for our long 
return journey to the north. We will break our 
journey with a visit to El Djem, where we explore 
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For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/anst

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in the Hotel Dar Said, Hotel 

Thugga, Hotel Kasbah, Hotel Dar Horchani, a hotel 
in Douz & Hotel Sindbad or similar

Culinary inclusions
• 14 breakfasts, 13 lunch & 14 dinners
• Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee  

with dinner

Guided by Tony O’Connor
A specialist in the Roman Empire, Tony 
has excavated widely across Britain, 
Europe and North Africa.

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

19th Feb - 4th Mar $6,190 $5,910 $835

the massive amphitheater – the sixth largest in 
the world. Afterwards we visit the museum, which 
houses some of the most impressive mosaics in 
Tunisia, and outside in the museum gardens, the 
foundations of some large Roman townhouses – 
some with mosaics still in situ. 

Day Twelve | Kairouan - Sousse - Hammamet
A rather more leisurely start awaits us this morning, 
with time to relax before we visit Sousse and its 
museum, housed in part of the Kasbah. The displays 
here include an exceptionally fine series of mosaics. 
Many are arranged on the floors and walls of the 
patio, and in a group of rooms beyond the garden. 
We continue to the coast and our hotel near 
Hammamet.

Day Thirteen | Kerkouane & Nabeul
Today we travel along the beautiful coastline of 
the Cap Bon peninsula to Kerkouane, considered 

to be the best preserved Punic town in Africa. 
After lunch we continue to Nabeul to see its 
small museum before visiting the site of ancient 
Neapolis, a city founded by Greek immigrants in 
the 5th century BC.

Day Fourteen | Tunis
This morning we visit the world-famous Bardo 
Museum, which ranks alongside the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo as one of the two great museums 
in North Africa. In the afternoon we will take a 
walk through the narrow streets of the 9th century 
medina, a UNESCO World Heritage site, before 
returning to our hotel in Hammamet for some  
free time.

Day Fifteen | Hammamet - Tunis
Our tour comes to an end and we transfer to the 
airport for our independent onward journeys.

Images top to bottom: Sousse, Kairouan medina & Thuburbo Majus
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12 DAYS

Tour Highlights
• Experience the delights of cruising the famous River Nile

• Discover the impressive temple site of Abu Simbel

• See the grand gallery as well as the royal burial chamber of the Great Pyramid of Khufu

• Explore the enigmatic Valleys of the Kings and Queens, and pay a visit to the exceptionally well-preserved 
tomb of Nefertari

The archaeology of ancient Egypt is one of the most instantly recognizable of all the great civilizations. 
This is a narrative of power, vision and ambition. The monuments of Egypt are much more than dry 
and dusty stones – through the expertise of our Guide Lecturers, we get to ‘meet’ the real ancient 
Egyptians.

EGYPT
Highlights and discoveries

From $8,990pp Departing February

Abu Simbel

Edfu

Philae
Aswan

Luxor

Cairo

Activity Level

Images top to bottom: Abu Simbel

Day One | Cairo
Arrive independently in Cairo – this buzzing, 
energetic metropolis that is Egypt’s extraordinary 
capital – a city that Egyptians admiringly refer to as 
‘the Mother of the World’.  

Day Two | Cairo
We start our day with a visit to Saqqara, a vast 
necropolis to the ancient Egyptian capital of 
Memphis. We discover the incredible Step Pyramid 
of Djoser, the smooth-sided Pyramids of Unas, the 
Mastaba of Mereruka, and the Imhotep Museum. 
After lunch we visit Memphis and its open-air 
museum, its highlight being the extraordinary fallen 
colossus of Ramesses II. 

Day Three | Cairo
This morning, we pay a visit to the pyramid complex 
on the Giza Plateau, including the Great Pyramid – 
a true wonder of ancient world, where atmospheric 
passageways lead to the breathtaking grand gallery 
and royal burial chamber. We also explore the 
Valley Temple of Khafra and the enigmatic Great 
Sphinx. In the afternoon, we enjoy a visit to the 
new Grand Egyptian Museum*, where the world’s 
most extensive exhibition in pharaonic artifacts can 

be seen. Among the treasures on display are the 
solid gold mask of Tutankhamun and the Narmer 
Palette. The new museum is also now home to King 
Khufu’s Solar Boat.

Day Four | Cairo - Luxor
We fly from Cairo to Luxor. Later we take a boat 
across the river to have lunch and then afterwards 
proceed to the Memorial Temple of Hatshepsut at 
Deir el-Bahri, a stunning collection of shrines that 
have been largely restored to their former glory. 

Day Five | Luxor
This morning we lose ourselves in the captivating 
complex of Karnak. Here, we encounter the cult 
temple of Amun-Ra, chief of the deities of the New 
Kingdom. This is a spectacular multi-period location 
with a wealth of religious and historical inscriptions 
at every turn. In the afternoon, we visit the famous 
Colossi of Memnon on the West Bank at Thebes. 
These two enormous statues of the Pharaoh 
Amenhotep III stand at a towering 18-meters high, 
and were erected to guard the entrance of the 
pharaoh’s memorial temple. Afterwards, we visit the 
Qurna tombs of Ramose, Userhet and Khaemhet.

Day Six | Luxor
The Valley of the Kings awaits us today. This was 
the final resting place of royals and nobility for 
almost 500 years, with excavations dating the 
site back as far as the 16th century BC. Its most 
notable occupant is, of course, King Tutankhamun, 
so famously discovered by Howard Carter in 1922, 
and since returned to his original burial place 
where he now lies undisturbed. After lunch, we 
visit the Valley of the Queens, which includes the 
exceptionally preserved Tomb of Nefertari, who 
was the wife of Pharaoh Ramesses II. 

Day Seven | Luxor
Our first visit today is at the Ramesseum, with 
its fallen colossus of Ramesses II, an astounding 
testament to the Pharaoh’s reign. Afterwards, we 
make our way to Medinet Habu, arguably the best-
preserved temple of the New Kingdom. On the 
East Bank we check in to our Nile cruise boat. After 
lunch on board, we explore Luxor Temple, with its 
avenue of sphinxes, military reliefs and gorgeous 

Looking for a longer break?
This tour can be booked back-to-back with our 

Egypt - Off the Beaten Track tour (p30). 
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For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/aegh

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in the Steigenberger Pyramids 

Hotel, Pavillon Winter Luxor Hotel, 4 nights aboard 
MS Tulip & Le Meridien Cairo Airport or similar

Culinary inclusions
• 11 breakfasts, 10 lunches & 10 dinners (plus 1 snack in 

hotel room due to late arrival)
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner (all 

other drinks in the hotels and on board the ship are 
payable locally)

Guided by Lucia Gahlin
A specialist in the archaeology of ancient 
Egypt, Lucia has been leading tours to this 
country for over 20 years.

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

13th - 24th Feb        $8,990 $1,520

*subject to the new museum being open

papyrus columns. Our afternoon continues with a 
visit to the best and oldest – Aboudi’s Bookshop, 
the world’s best English language Egyptological 
bookshop. 

Day Eight | Luxor - Edfu
The fantastic Luxor Museum is a real treat - a 
masterfully arranged collection of archaeological 
artifacts and home to celebrated works of art, 
including the famous statue of Tuthmosis III, an 
extraordinary figure carved from greywacke. We 
return to our boat and enjoy lunch before we set 
sail to Edfu.

Day Nine | Edfu - Kom Ombo
We make our way to the temples of the gods of 
Upper Egypt, starting with the Temple of Horus 
at Edfu. Towering at a jaw-dropping 37 meters, it’s 
decorated with vivid scenes of King Ptolemy VIII 
destroying his enemies before Horus. The complex 
even houses an Nilometer, a structure made to 
measure the depth and clarity of flooding Nile 
water. This afternoon, we explore the Temple of 
Sobek and Horus the Elder at Kom Ombo and the 
site’s Crocodile Museum. 

Day Ten | Philae - Aswan
Today we make our way to ancient Egypt’s southern 
border and visit the impressive Temple of Isis in 
Philae. The flooding of Lake Nasser caused the 
whole complex to be moved from its original 
location. After a stop at Aswan (High) Dam, we visit 
the Unfinished Obelisk Quarry. After lunch on the 
boat, we visit Elephantine Island to take in various 
important temples and the museum there. 

Day Eleven | Aswan - Abu Simbel - Cairo
It’s an early morning start as we disembark the 
MS Tulip and transfer to Aswan Airport and fly to 
Abu Simbel. Here, we make the most of our last 
day exploring what is considered to be Egypt’s 
most impressive temple site, home to temples of 
Ramesses II and Nefertari. After lunch, we fly to 
Cairo, where a farewell dinner awaits this evening. 

Day Twelve | Cairo
Today we make our independent onward journeys.

Images top to bottom: Tomb of Ramesses IV, Valley of Kings, Karnak & Temple of Hatshepsut

“The organization in Egypt, the sites we 
visited and contrasts from day to day were 
amazing. The tour manager and Egyptologist 
went over and above to look after us.”

- Guest on the September 2022 departure

Alexandria 2-night Extension

Discover the capital of the Ptolemies, one of 
the greatest cities of the Hellenistic and Roman 
world. To find out how to add this extension to 

your tour and what is included, please contact our 
Specialist Sales Executives.  

From $1,350pp
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12 DAYS

Tour Highlights
• Discover two new fabulous Museums - the Grand Egyptian Museum* and the National Museum of Egyptian 

Civilization

• A rarely taken road trip, stopping off at fascinating sites such as Tuna el-Gebel, El-Tod and Gebel el-Silsila

• Visit the remains of the ancient capital city of the intriguing ‘heretic’ Pharaoh Akhenaten at Amarna

• Discover the finest art of ancient Egypt, created during the reign of Seti I, which is showcased in his temples 
and glorious tomb

The monuments of ancient Egypt are unmissable, but the best known can be teeming with visitors. 
This tour goes off the beaten track to rarely visited sites. Still spectacular, these sites are of the utmost 
archaeological importance. Geographically, culturally and historically comprehensive, this tour travels all 
the way from Cairo to Aswan.

EGYPT - OFF THE BEATEN TRACK 
An archaeological road trip from Cairo to Aswan

From $8,460pp Departing February Activity Level

Saqqara

Luxor

Tell el-Amarna

Abydos

Aswan

Minya

Cairo

Images top to bottom: Dendera Temple detail

Day One | Cairo
Arrive independently in Cairo. This is Egypt’s 
buzzing capital, which will be our base for the next 
three nights.   

Day Two | Saqqara - Abusir
Our day begins with a visit to Saqqara, where 
we walk through the Step Pyramid complex of 
Djoser. However, our focus is on the lesser-visited 
parts of this sprawling necropolis. Discover the 
recently opened tomb of the nobleman Mehu, 
the mastaba tomb of Ti and the New Kingdom 
temple tombs of Tutankhamun’s treasurer Maya 
and general Horemheb. We also visit the Serapeum, 
catacombs for the sacred Apis bulls. After lunch, we 
have a special permit to visit Abusir, the pyramids 
of the 5th dynasty pharaohs, and the tomb of 
Ptahshepses. Tonight, there is an optional Sound & 
Light Show at the Sphinx and Pyramids of Giza.

Day Three | Cairo
Today we explore two brand new museums. In 
the morning we visit the much anticipated Great 
Egyptian Museum* at Giza which, if all goes to plan 
with its opening, is set to be one of the largest, 
most innovative museums in the world. Thousands 
of artifacts will be released from their long storage 

We also visit the vast catacombs for ibis and 
baboons, associated with the god Thoth, and 
impressive tombs such as that of a High Priest of 
Thoth c300 BC – Petosiris, whose reliefs combine 
Greek and Egyptian styles. After a picnic lunch, we 
drive south to Abydos. 

Day Seven | Abydos - Luxor
Abydos is one of Egypt’s most important 
archaeological sites. This morning, we visit its 
most impressive monument – the temple built 
by the great Pharaoh Seti I and completed by his 
son Ramesses II. We eat a picnic lunch en route to 
Dendera. This afternoon, we visit the Temple of 
Hathor. Its astronomical ceilings combine Greek, 
Roman and Egyptian ideas, and they have recently 
been cleaned to reveal vibrant colors. Afterwards, 
we travel onwards to Luxor. 

Day Eight | Luxor
This morning we begin with the Valley of the Kings, 
home to the decorated rock-cut tombs of the 
New Kingdom pharaohs, exploring three of the 

to go on public display, including over 4000 from 
the tomb of the Tutankhamun. In the afternoon, 
we discover the National Museum of Egyptian 
Civilization, the first to offer a multi-disciplinary 
approach to all the different periods that 
encompass Egypt and includes some wonderful 
Islamic and Coptic artifacts. 

Day Four | Cairo - Minya
We drive south to Beni Hasan. After a picnic lunch, 
we visit the painted Middle Kingdom tombs of four 
of the region’s governors at a fascinating period of 
ancient Egyptian history. Afterwards, we make our 
way to Minya. 

Day Five | Tell el-Amarna
Our day is spent at the site of Tell el-Amarna, 
visiting the mudbrick remains of Akhenaten and 
Nefertiti’s ancient capital, their temples, palace and 
tomb; and also the decorated rock-cut tombs and 
mudbrick houses of their priests and officials. We 
take a break during this busy day for a picnic lunch. 

Day Six | Minya - Abydos
We start at the archaeological site of Tuna el-
Gebel, home to one of Akhenaten and Nefertiti’s 
‘boundary stelae’, carved into the limestone cliff. 

Looking for a longer break?
This tour’s can be booked back-to-back with our 

Egypt - Highlights & Discoveries tour on (p28).

“The whole trip was brilliant, made even 
better by such wonderful companions. The 
accommodation was delightful, the Egyptian 
food delicious and the sites were magic.”

- Guest on the February 2022 departure

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-6609 31

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/aebt

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in Le Méridien Pyramids Hotel & 

Spa, Nefertiti Hotel, House of Life Abydos Hotel, 
Pavillon Winter Luxor Hotel & Mövenpick Hotel 
Aswan or similar

Culinary inclusions
• 11 breakfasts, 10 lunches & 10 dinners (plus 1 snack in 

hotel room due to late arrival)
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner
Not included in the price
• Sound and Light Show at the Pyramids of Giza
• Sound and Light Show at the Temple of Philae

Guided by Lucia Gahlin
A specialist in the archaeology of ancient 
Egypt, Lucia has been leading tours to this 
country for over 20 years.

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

25th Feb - 7th Mar  $8,460 $1,660

*subject to the new museum being open

lesser-visited of these tombs and then enjoying a 
special visit to the Tomb of Seti I, regarded as the 
area’s most impressive. After lunch, we complement 
our visit to the tomb of Seti I with a visit to his 
memorial temple (the ‘Qurna Temple’). Before 
heading back, we visit two of the Tombs of the 
Nobles – the vibrantly painted burial chamber of 
Sennefer and the intricately decorated funerary 
chapel of Rekhmire. 

Day Nine | Luxor
A visit to Luxor would not be complete without 
exploring Karnak. Here, we discover the lesser-
visited parts of this vast site, including the Open Air 
Museum and Temple of Mut. After lunch we visit El 
Tod, where we find the remains of the rarely visited 
Temple of Montu – the falcon-headed god of 
warfare. Tonight, why not stroll to Luxor Temple? 

Day Ten | Luxor - Aswan
Today we take a drive south to Aswan, stopping 
at two sites en route. In the morning, we visit the 
nobles’ tombs at El Kab, including that of Ahmose, 
son of Abana, whose tomb inscription is the key 
primary source for the Theban expulsion of the 
Hyksos from Egypt in c1550 BC. We eat our picnic 
lunch en route to Gebel el-Silsila, a site rich in 
tombs and shrines, and evidence for ancient 
quarrying. The highlight here is a rock-cut temple 
known as the ‘Speos of Horemheb’.

Day Eleven | Aswan
We explore the lives of ancient inhabitants of this 
frontier town, their houses, temples and tombs. 

In the morning, we visit the rock-cut tombs at 
Qubbet el-Hawa. The important local inhabitants 
buried here include Harkhuf, who was so proud of 
a letter sent to him by the boy-king Pepi II that he 
had it inscribed on the façade of his tomb. After 
lunch, we visit the site of Elephantine. This evening, 
there is an optional Sound & Light Show at the 
Temple of Philae. 

Day Twelve | Aswan
Today we make our independent onward journeys.

Images top to bottom: Osirion Temple, Abydos & Temple of Hathor

Alexandria 2-night Extension

Discover the capital of the Ptolemies, one of 
the greatest cities of the Hellenistic and Roman 
world. To find out how to add this extension to 

your tour and what is included, please contact our 
Specialist Sales Executives.  

From $1,350pp



Maropeng

Bulawayo
Nalatale

Great Zimbabwe
Mapungubwe NP

Polokwane
Tzaneen

Kruger NP

Johannesburg

Swartkrans

Berg en Dal

14 DAYS

Tour Highlights
• Discover the UNESCO World Heritage sites, the Cradle of Humankind and Great Zimbabwe

• Adventure into the bush on a walking rock art safari at Berg en Dal

• Admire the paintings depicted at Koaxa’s Shelter opening up the hidden world of the ancient San people

• Explore Mapungubwe, one of the glories of South African archaeology

Southern Africa’s vast and open expanses hide a wealth of archaeology – from some of the earliest 
evidence of human ancestors who left behind stone tools and skeletons to kingdoms who traded gold 
and ivory beyond China. There are thousands of Stone Age sites in the wild, caves and rock shelters, 
inland and along the coast, that have recorded the way of life and history of people in the region over 
nearly two million years. From the famous Sterkfontein Caves to the relatively unknown archaeological 
treasures over the border in Zimbabwe, this is a fabulous opportunity to explore the far depths of the 
human past in the company of an expert in human origins while revelling in the magnificent savannah 
landscapes in which humankind developed.

SOUTH AFRICA & GREAT ZIMBABWE
Human Origins in The African Savannah

From $11,775pp SAVE UP TO $420pp Departing March

Activity Level

Day One | Johannesburg - Maropeng
Meet the group at Johannesburg airport and 
then continue to Maropeng where we start our 
introduction to human origins with a visit to the 
Maropeng Visitor Center. Later, we transfer to our 
hotel and check in.

Day Two |  Sterkfontein Caves & Swartkrans
Continuing our exploration of the Cradle of 
Humankind, we start today with the Sterkfontein 
Caves. Finds here included the 2.1-million-year-old 
Australopithecus skull, and “Little Foot”, an almost 
complete skeleton more than 3-million years old. 
In the afternoon we visit nearby Swartkrans, rich in 
archaeological material and a prominent fossil site. 
There is evidence which suggests that more than 
one species of hominin lived in the region at the 
same time.

Day Three | Braamfontein 
We visit two important museums today. First, 
the Origins Center in Braamfontein. The Center 
displays an extensive collection of rock art from the 
Rock Art Research Institute at Wits University and 

follows the path of hominin innovation that began 
over 2 million years ago. Offering a stark contrast to 
the morning, we visit the Apartheid Museum in the 
afternoon, a superb example of design, space and 
landscape offering the international community 
a unique South African experience. The exhibits 
have been assembled and organized by a multi-
disciplinary team of curators, filmmakers, historians 
and designers. The Apartheid Museum is critical to 
our understanding of this beautiful and troubled 
country.

Day Four |  Maropeng - Polokwane
This morning we journey north to Polokwane in 
Limpopo stopping en route at Arend Dieperink 
Museum to set the scene for tomorrow’s 
explorations. The Museum charts the history of the 
town and its surroundings from the discoveries at 
Makapan’s Cave right through to the Anglo-Boer 
War. Here we will take a step back in time to look 
at the cultural heritage of the Afrikaans people, 
particularly in what is now Limpopo province, 
but was once Transvaal, one of the three Boer 
Republics.

Day Five |  Makapansegat
Transferring to 4x4s, we travel to Makapansegat, 
an important Paleolithic site that is littered with 
caves. At Makapansgat we will gain insight into 
one of the most famous hominin sites in the 
world – the Limeworks Cave, the oldest cave within 
the complex. Searches here revealed remains of 
about 40 individuals of Australopithecus africanus 
a species of hominin dating from 2.5 to 3 million 
years ago or more. Moving on in time we will 
also visit the Cave of Hearths which will show 
us something of how hand axe makers lived half 
a million years ago and the importance of their 
surrounding landscape to their survival.

Day Six | Polokwane - Mapungubwe  
National Park
We make our way to Mapungubwe National Park, 
an expansive savannah landscape which was once 
a large kingdom before its abandonment in the 
14th century. Situated in the far north of South 
Africa, where the Limpopo and Shashe rivers meet, 
it is geologically rich, scenically beautiful and has 
an impressive biodiversity. We explore the bush 

Images top to bottom: Kruger National park Images top to bottom: Great Zimbabwe & SterkfonteinTo book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-660932 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-6609 33

land and climb up to the site’s lost city on the 
Mapungubwe Hill. Mapungubwe is one of the 
glories of South African archaeology. A little earlier 
than its more famous neighbor, Great Zimbabwe, 
it marks the rise of complex societies and rough 
its trading links was connected in an Indian Ocean 
sized trading web to India and the great imperial 
court of far off China. This magical place is a must 
see.

Day Seven | Mapungubwe - Tzaneen 
Today we drive to Koaxa’s Shelter in our search for 
rock art. The paintings depicted here will take your 
breath away and open up the hidden world of the 
ancient San people. You can almost hear them 
conversing in their klick language as they painted 
their experiences and beliefs. These

200 images of fine detail, depicting at least 16 
animal species including lion, hyena, mongoose and 
locusts are almost as bright and moving as the day 
they were painted. 

Day Eight | Tzaneen - Kruger National Park
We continue south to Kruger National Park today, 
one of the prime game-watching destinations 
in the world. This area has an incredibly diverse 
ecosystem and home to an impressive array of 
wildlife:  lions, cheetah, rhinos and buffalo wander 
a 20,000km square expanse of park land. We arrive 
in time for lunch and a late afternoon game drive.

Day Nine | Berg en Dal
An adventure today at Berg en Dal where we 
walk through the bush on the hunt for rock art 
scattered on boulders across the landscape. The 
sites here bring us face to face with the modern 
difficulties of preservation. The beauty and fragility 
of the rock art scattered amongst the bush will 
stay with you. We have some free time today to 
relax and rest before our return to Johannesburg.

Day Ten | Kruger National Park - 
Johannesburg
After an optional early morning game drive, we 
make the journey back to Johannesburg where 
will stay before our onward travel to Zimbabwe 
tomorrow.

Day Eleven | Johannesburg - Bulawayo – 
Great Zimbabwe
We take a flight from Johannesburg to Bulawayo 
this morning arriving in time for lunch. In the 
afternoon we journey to Great Zimbabwe, known 
locally as “Dzimba Dzamabwe” meaning the house 
of stone or stone buildings. We will overnight 
nearby ready for our site visit tomorrow.

Day Twelve | Great Zimbabwe
We dedicate most of our day to the extensive 
site of the Great Zimbabwe, the largest and most 
important capital of the vast Shona Kingdom 
which at its peak controlled 100,000 km² between 
the Zambesi and Limpopo rivers. We will examine 
its extraordinary stonework and the fascinating 
architecture of its Great Enclosure as well as the 
finds from the site displayed at its museum. There 
will be some free time in the afternoon to spend 
relaxing or taking an optional game drive in the 
Lake Mutirikwi Recreational Park.

Day Thirteen | Great Zimbabwe - Nalatale - 
Bulawayo
We make our way back to Bulawayo stopping 
en route at the Madzimbabwe of Nalatale, in 
the remote Somabula Flats in central Zimbabwe. 
Nalatale was once the capital of the Butua 
Kingdom which rose to prominence following 
the decline of Great Zimbabwe. The ruins are 
unique for their intricate herringbone, chevron and 
chequer-patterned stone walls. 

Day Fourteen Bulawayo - Khami - 
Johannesburg
We make our last site visit this morning and take a 
short trip to Khami on the outskirts of Bulawayo. 
Continuously inhabited for 40,000 years, Khami 
was the court of the Rozvi’s Mombo dynasty and 
later an important spiritual shrine of the Ndebele. 
This afternoon we transfer to the airport for our 
independent onward journeys.

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/asaz

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in Johannesburg, Polokwane, 

Mapungubwe National Park, Tzaneen, Kruger 
National Park, Great Zimbabwe & Bulawayo

Culinary inclusions
• 13 breakfasts, 13 lunches & 13 dinners
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner

Guided by John MacNabb
Senior Lecturer in Paleolithic Archaeology 
at Southampton University since 2010, John 
has researched widely within South Africa 
including Makapansgat.

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

31st Mar - 13th Apr   $12,195 $11,775 $1,100

The deposit payable on this tour is $1,500pp
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Easter Isalnd

San Pedro de Atacama

Arica

Santiago

Iquique

15 DAYS

Tour Highlights
• Discover extraordinary geoglyphs and petroglyphs among truly unforgettable and often lunar-like landscapes

• Explore Easter Island, the most remote piece of land inhabited on the planet, and visit an array of sites 
where the curious moai can be seen in situ

• Visit a selection of fascinating regional museums, which house exhibitions that showcase the likes of 
wooden carvings and the Chichorro Mummies

• Journey through the striking Atacama Desert, declared the world’s driest by NASA after a series of in-depth 
studies

An adventure awaits, traveling across the globe with an international expert to see some of the most 
enigmatic rock art in the world – situated in vast and often remote landscapes. Venture down the coast 
of northern Chile into the Atacama Desert before flying back over the Pacific to the iconic site of Easter 
Island to discover places seldom visited by tourists.

CHILE & EASTER ISLAND
Discover some of the world’s most enigmatic rock art

From $13,705pp SAVE UP TO $420 Departing March

Activity Level

Maximum  
18 per group

Images top to bottom: Moai at Easter Island & Yerbas Buenas

Day One | Santiago
Meet the group at the hotel and after lunch, the 
remainder of the afternoon is free to relax and 
recover from our flight, or we can join a guided 
walk around Santiago, Chile’s capital city since 
the Colonial era. During the orientation tour, we 
will visit the Museo de Arte Precolombino, which 
houses a world-class collection of Latin American 
antiquities.  

Day Two | Santiago - Arica
We catch an early flight to Arica, a seaside port 
and town in northern Chile, a few miles south 
of the Peruvian border. Here, we visit the San 
Miguel Archaeological Museum, home to the 
famous Chinchorro Mummies, preserved for 
several millennia by the dry heat of the desert. 
Astonishingly, the oldest body pre-dates the 
Egyptian mummies by some 3,000 years. Later, we 
cross the Azapa Valley to see rock art visible on 
the hillsides — an assortment of human figures and 
animals.

Day Five | Iquique - San Pedro de Atacama
After breakfast, we drive to Cerros Pintados to 
view geoglyphs scattered for miles on the hillsides. 
Over 450 figures have been discovered here, the 
largest collection of its kind in South America. We 
continue to San Pedro de Atacama, an oasis village 
surrounded by volcanic scenery – and one of Chile’s 
most beloved destinations.

Day Six | San Pedro de Atacama
Today we drive to the petroglyphs at Yerbas 
Buenas. More than 1,000 images are visible here, all 
left by the Altacameno people. Free time follows, 
but we can join an optional excursion, such as the 
Atacama salt flat tour. Taking us through natural 
landscapes, including part of the largest salt flat 
in Chile, we will see native fauna and flora, visit 
the Flamencos National Reserve, Lake Chaxa and 
Toconao village.

Day Seven | San Pedro de Atacama - Santiago
Our morning is spent among the lunar landscapes 
of the Valle de la Luna, which is a colorful and 
textured valley that contains unusual wind-carved 
formations and dry lakes that gleam with salt. This 
afternoon, we catch a flight back to Santiago.

Day Three | Arica - Iquique
This morning, our journey takes us through the 
Atacama Desert, the driest desert in the world 
according to NASA. We stop at Chiza and Tiliviche 
to see the sprawling human and llama geoglyphs, 
thought to have been created as a guide to caravans 
descending from the mountains to the coast. We 
also visit the Cerro Rosita and Ex Aura geoglyphs. 
Finally, we travel to our hotel in Iquique, stopping 
to see El Gigante del Atacama, the world’s largest 
prehistoric depiction of a human.

Day Four | Iquique
Our day begins with a boat trip into the Pacific 
from Iquique harbour, with the opportunity to 
spot pelicans, sea-lions and endangered Humboldt 
penguins. After lunch, there is an atmospheric tour 
of the ‘ghost town’ of Humberstone, a former 
saltpetre mining town that was abandoned in 1960 
and has since been declared a UNESCO Site. This 
is a unique opportunity to peer back through the 
sands of time.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 1-800-213-6609 35

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.com/achi

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• All local transport

Accommodation
• Accommodation in the Hotel Boutique Le Reve, 

Antay Hotel & Spa, Terrado Cavancha Iquique 
Hotel, Hotel Poblado Kimal, Hotel Pullman, 
Vacation Inn Santiago & Hotel O’tai or similar

Culinary inclusions
• 14 breakfasts, 13 lunches & 13 dinners
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner

Guided by Dr Paul Bahn
The world’s leading archaeologist on 
prehistoric rock art, Paul is one of our 
best-known Guide Lecturers.

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

21st Mar - 4th Apr   $14,125 $13,705 $1,505

The deposit payable on this tour is $1,500pp

Images top to bottom: Valle de la Luna & Hummingbird in the Azapa valley

Day Eight | Santiago
We make our way over to Viña del Mar to visit 
the Museo de Arqueología e Historia Francisco 
Fonck. The museum boasts a collection of wooden 
carvings and striking displays of archaeological 
material from other parts of Chile. After lunch, 
we embark on an informative walking tour of 
Valparaiso, a quirky city famed for its maze-like 
streets, vibrant Colonial architecture and richly 
artistic heritage. This lively place has earned itself 
the nickname of the ‘Jewel of the Pacific’.

Day Nine | Santiago - Easter Island
The next part of our adventure begins today as 
we fly over the ocean to enigmatic Easter Island, 
one of the most isolated locations on the planet. 
Our explorations start with a walk around Hanga 
Roa, the island’s capital and harbour. This calm and 
compact settlement is home to most of the islands 
5,000 inhabitants.

Day Ten | Easter Island
Our first full day on Easter Island begins with a trip 
to see our first moai at Ahu Tahai, where these 
monolithic human figures stand – one with its giant 
coral eyes replaced. Three ceremonial platforms 
remain on this site, which were restored by the late 
American archaeologist, Dr. William Mulloy. We 
continue on to the nearby Museo Antropologico 
Sebastian Englert to learn the story behind the 
moai and their discoverers. Here, we see the only 
female moai to have been discovered, as well as an 
original moai eye. This afternoon is spent at leisure.

Day Eleven | Easter Island
After breakfast we visit the quarry at Rano Raraku, 
where many unfinished moai stand in situ. The site 
was in use until the 18th century, supplying stone 
for around 97% of the island’s moai over a time 
frame of approximately 500 years. The biggest moai 
in existence lies here incomplete and measures a 
staggering 21.6 meters from end to end. Following 
this, we visit the longest line of standing statues 
at Tongariki, where we find the world’s heaviest 
re-erected moai, weighing in at 86 tons. After lunch, 

our day ends with a viewing of the rock carvings at 
Papa Vaka. Here, we see marine petroglyphs carved 
into the basalt, including a remarkable depiction of 
a squid.

Day Twelve | Easter Island

We continue to explore further moai sites today. 
There is Ahu Vaihu, where the moai lie face down 
with broken necks; Akahanga, an unrestored 
platform near which the island’s first king is said to 
be buried; Hanga Tetenga, where tumbled statues 
rest among scattered rocks; Te Pito te Kura, the site 
of a bizarre magnetic stone as well as the largest 
moai to be transported from Rano Raraku; and, 
finally, the carved figures of the royal platform of 
Ahu Nau Nau. After a barbecue lunch, we make our 
way to Anakena Beach with its white coral sands, 
with time to relax.

Day Thirteen | Easter Island
Discover restored moai in the harbour of Hanga 
Piko and then move on to Ana Kai Tangata 
(‘cannibal cave’) on the seafront. We continue 
to Rano Kau, a wide volcano within which lies a 
crater lake. Here, we visit the Orongo ceremonial 
village, perched on the crater’s edge, beside a sheer 
300-meter cliff. We then head out to the ruined 
platforms of Vinapu, which feature the finest 
stonework on the island. After lunch, we visit the 
lava cave at Te Pahu and move on to Ahu Akivi, 
whose seven identical statues seem to have been 
placed to mark spring and autumn equinoxes. Next, 
we visit Ahu Huri a Urenga, an inland platform 
with an astronomical orientation and a single moai 
with four hands. We visit the quarry at Puna Pau, 
an extinct volcano and source of the huge red 
cylindrical stone top-knots seen on the heads of 
many maoi.

Day Fourteen | Easter Island - Santiago
After free time in the morning, we transfer to the 
airport and catch our return flight to Santiago.

Day Fifteen | Santiago
We have breakfast and then we make our 
independent onward journeys.



J O I N  O N E  O F  O U R  T O U R S  T O D A Y 
W I T H  A N  A W A R D  W I N N I N G  O P E R A T O R

Call a member of our team on 1-800-213-6609 or visit our websites  
andantetravels.com  |  brightwatervacations.com  |  dream-challenges.com

A collection of some of the world’s finest special interest tour operators, offering expert-led  
archaeological adventures, glorious garden tours, scenic Scottish breaks, and even charity events. 

From far-flung vacations to short-haul escapes – and visiting every corner of the world,  
both ancient and modern – an experience with us is always memorable.

S O M E  O F  T H E 

world’s finest
S P E C I A L  I N T E R E S T  T O U R S
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Journeys


