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JOURNEYS
THROUGH TIME:

UNRAVELLING THE MYSTERIES OF THE PAST

Dear Traveller

Welcome to this collection of tours in early 2025 covering some of the World’s most fantastic
historic areas.

We are excited to bring you a number of new tours for 2025 as well as some returning favourites
which we hope that you will enjoy. Amongst our new tours for 2025 we have tours to Rome and
Oman as well as a thought provoking visit to Guatemala, Honduras & Belize where you can learn
about and experience some of the wonders of the Maya from Dr. Nicholas James, author of
“Aztecs and Maya”.

As well as our new selection of holidays we are pleased to present to you some unique
opportunities to visit key historic locations throughout Europe, Asia and Africa. A perennial
favourite tour takes visitors to Pompeii and Herculaneum where continued works reveal evermore
about the past. Learn more about the Regio Xl excavations in Pompeii and get exclusive access to
the Cave of Sejanus as well as exploring the newly excavated House of the Leda.

Further afield we explore Africa and Asia. Perhaps learn more of the human origins in the Savannah,
explore Petra with renowned expert Nick Jackson or visit Oman or Istanbul for a taste of Asia.

Whichever tour with Andante Travels you choose you can be sure that you will be with the
experts. All our Guide Lecturers are experts in their field and will give you an insight into your
chosen destination rarely experienced elsewhere along with your unique and exclusive access to
areas not accessible by the public.

We hope you enjoy perusing this selection of adventures and look forward to welcoming you
soon.

Happy browsing!

Offers

2025 SPECIAL OFFER DISCOUNT - SAVE up to $910pp*

Enjoy a saving on all our tours departing in 2025. See our tour pages for the saving you can make on each
departure date.
Offer ends 31st August 2024.

PAY IN FULL - AN ADDITIONAL SAVING OF 10%

If you pay in full at the time you book your 2025 tour, you can take advantage of an additional 10% discount.
Offer ends 31st August 2024.

$0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT PLACES

We have over 150 places on selected tour departures in 2025 with no single supplement to pay, but when they

are gone, they are gone so look out for this sticker on the tour pages. $0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
PLACES AVAILABLE

TERMS & CONDITIONS:

We reserve the right to withdraw special offers at any time and they are not valid for any bookings on private groups, travel agent
bookings or Study Days.

SPECIAL OFFER DISCOUNT: The discounts advertised are off the full selling price. Valid for new bookings made up until 3Ist August
2024 and on a limited number of places on each tour departing in 2025. *The discount of $910 per person applies to our South
Africa & Great Zimbabwe tour (p32). These discounts can only be combined with the other offers detailed on this page.

PAY IN FULL - AN ADDITIONAL SAVING OF 10%: The 10% discount is applied to the remaining balance after any discount, customer
holiday vouchers or credit notes have been applied. Valid for new bookings made up until the 3Ist August 2024, on tours departing
in 2025, and on a limited number of places on each tour departure. This discount can only be combined with the other offers
detailed on this page.

$0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT PLACES: There are a limited number of $0 single supplement places on selected departures. These places
are also subject to hotel availability. This discount can only be combined with the other offers detailed on this page.

To book a tour today visit or call

Travel with
the experts

Winners of a Feefo 2024 Gold Trusted
Service Award for excellence in customer
service, also winning a silver at the British
Travel Awards 2023 for the Best Travel
Company to Italy/ Western Mediterranean
Islands. And, our very own John Shepherd
won the Wanderlust World Guide Award -
History & Culture 2023. Here’s to continued
success throughout the year!

BEST TRAVEL COMPANY

]
TTALY/ WESTERN MED. ISLANDS

Gold Trusted iy
Service Award WARDS
feefo

Get in touch
with an expert

If you are interested in joining one of our
tours and want to know more, please do
give our Specialist Travel Executives a call
today. They are ready to help with all of
your questions.

646 802 1533
andantetravels.com
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OFTEN IMITATED,
NEVER MATCHED

Unearth history's treasures with Andante, the pioneering British authority on in-depth archaeological travels. Venturing beyond mere
cultural excursions, we craft extraordinary journeys, granting you access to the world's most significant historical sites. With 24-hour
support from our dedicated team and meticulously planned itineraries, rely on Andante for an unparalleled odyssey into antiquity.

WHY CHOOSE ANDANTE TRAVELS?

Keeping it small with a maximum group size of 18

Insider knowledge garnered from nearly 40 years of
touring

Quality time on site — we don’t cut corners

We only see the very best on tour and only add free time
when it is in the best interests of guests to do so

Tour Managers as well as Guide Lecturers so they can
focus on informing

Calibre of our Guide Lecturers - highly sought after for
their in-depth knowledge

Carefully thought-out programmes that follow a theme

Excellent value — inclusive of all local transport, meals,
and on most tours wine at dinner, no passing around a
hat for tips as these are all included

Individuality - we never treat you like a number, make you
wear a badge or wave an umbrella at you

To book a tour today visit or call
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NEW ADVENTURES

WE ARE EXCITED TO SHARE WITH YOU THESE NEW TOURS
TO START OFF YOUR TRAVELS IN THE FIRST PART OF 2025

Rome has some new sites to discover. Added to our programme next year is the Parco Archeologico del Celio which opened recently. The
museum houses the remaining fragments of the Forma Urbis Romae, the giant marble map of ancient Rome engraved in the 3rd century.
The last time the remains of the ancient map were seen by the public was a century ago! Also included by popular demand is a trip to
Tivoli to see Hadrian’s Villa.

Dr Nicholas James has had us all vying for a place on our new and improved Guatemala, Honduras and Belize tour with his descriptions of
the deep blue water, dramatic mountains and lush cloud forests around Lake Atitlan — we have added two nights here to make the most
of the Mayan culture in the area and those wonderful lake views.

Encouraged by the thought of star studded Arabian skies and rolling dunes, our Oman tour is now embellished by a trip to Wahiba Sands,
a vast desert region inhabited by the Bani Wahiba, Al-Harthy and Al-Hinawy tribes in Oman. We shall spend the night at a luxury desert
camp — enough to spark anyone’s spirit of adventure.

By the time you read this we will have finished curating our NEW tour to Vietnam, The Mekong & Cambodia so below is a little taster of
what to expect.

ROME

Rome is one of the most charismatic and engaging of the great cities of
the world and this tour is the perfect introduction to the ‘Eternal City’

in the company of archaeologist and historians who will bring to life the
triumphs, tragedies and political intrigue that characterised the Roman
Empire. We stay at the privately owned Albergo Santa Chiara in the very
heart of the ancient city, the perfect base for exploring Rome. See page 12

Join our first departure on 21st March 2025

OMAN

Oman has been a crossroads of commerce for millennia and its
archaeology has only recently begun to be understood. During this tour we
travel from the mountains of Muscat to the beaches of Salalah, we explore
the hub of Classical Arabia Felix, the great incense city of Sumhuram with a
special drive out into the Empty Quarter to take us to the site of the lost
city of Ubar, entrepot of the Frankincense trade. See page 26

Join our first departure on 3lst January 2025

GUATEMALA, HONDURAS & BELIZE

The juxtaposition of extreme cruelty and high cultural sophistication in the
Maya world takes modern visitors by surprise but this enduring mystery of
a magnificent civilisation, compounded by exotic jungle surroundings, make
for a thrilling ‘page-turner’ of a tour. Much of Central America is still covered
in lush rainforests as it would have been in most of the Maya period, so we
are in a land of quetzal birds and jaguars, of volcanoes, lakes and waterfalls.
See page 42

Join our first departure on 12th February 2025

VIETNAM, THE MEKONG & CAMBODIA
- COMING SOON...........

Mysterious cities, atmospheric forests and colonial grandeur await in these
evocative parts of southeast Asia. Home to some of the world’s most
iconic archaeological sites, our expert Guide Lecturer will accompany us
during our journey back to the past as we wander ruined temple sites,
explore collections housed in great museums and discover breath-taking
architecture. This 18-day tour includes a relaxed week cruising up the
Mekong River, from Ho Chi Minh City along the Chao Bao Canal to Siem
Reap, stopping at villages and workshops along the way, as we travel to
Cambodia.

To secure your place on the first departure of this new tour
departing on 23rd March 2025, call our team on 646 802 1533

To book a tour today visit or call

KNOWLEDGE YOU
WON’'T FIND ELSEWHERE

INSIGHT FROM AN EXPERT GUIDE

What makes an Andante Travels tour a cut above the rest? The simple answer is our expert Guide Lecturers. They are not just guest
speakers who rely on local guides to point the way. Our outstanding team of engaging presenters will lead you through the sites you see,
focusing on the detailed indicators of the past, explaining how things work and what a miracle of human ingenuity they represent. And
they are your travelling companion, part of the group, there at all times to join in the laughter and chat, your expert on hand to converse
with and put those all important questions to. Guests who travel with us frequently tell us that it is not only the high quality of guiding
they receive but also the informality and easiness of travelling with an Andante Lecturer which keeps them coming back.

Nick Jackson, one of our renowned expert Guide Lecturers, can be found at the helm
of our best-selling Petra — Jordan and the Desert Fortresses tour and he has revealed
that while it is wonderful to take guests to this legendary site, there is one thing that
most visitors don't notice and he wants to point it out as it’s such an important aspect.
On our Petra tours, it’s something you won’t miss. Here’s more from Nick Jackson.

Petra in Jordan is a world-class destination for archaeological enthusiasts and history
lovers alike, and a tour here is a truly unforgettable experience. Over the years,
Andante Travels has pioneered innovative itineraries reaching parts of Jordan that other
companies didn't visit — until we did. We also led the way to changing how Petra should
be best explored and came up with a simple solution — you need two full days there to
do it justice.

There is no more fitting a finale to an Andante Jordan and Petra tour than arriving at sunset ready to explore Petra. Despite the fact all guests are
familiar with images of some of what they will experience the next day (and the one after that), the sheer majesty and mystery of this huge archaeological
landscape and its peoples never fails to impress. But there’s more, including one smallish but beautiful thing, that very few visitors even notice. To me, it
sums up Petra in one carved relief.

NICK JACKSON GIVES US A TASTE OF PETRA...

We are on more solid ground searching for the Nabateans when we look
at the geopolitics of the Old Testament Iron Age (Ist M BCE). The world

served his guests (something that is entirely acceptable, even required, for
the honour of a host in today’s Bedu societies) but raises the Hellenistic

of Israel, Judah, Ammon, Moab and Edom. The southern borders of Edom
would have been the interface where nomadic Nabateans met the settled
Iron Age Holy land. Petra proper, and several other strategic sites in the area,
were initially Edomite settlements. The relationship between Edom and the
Nabateans seems to have been more peaceable than with its immediate
western neighbours (‘Over Edom | will cast out my shoe’ Psalm 60).

The 6th century BCE Babylonian sack of Jerusalem allowed Edomites, who
might well have allied themselves with Nebuchadnezzar, to move west and
control more of the areas where the hugely lucrative Arabian trade routes
cut through the Negev desert fringe to the Mediterranean. The origin of
this trade was increasingly controlled by the Nabateans.

Babylonian rule disintegrated Edomite influence over her old southern
border, and by the 4th century BCE Nabateans controlled Petra — making
it a safe, mountain top, well-watered depot at the end of their strenuous
desert crossings. Its new name was Rakmu.

As Hellenism replaced the power of Persia as the regional controlling force
in the 4th century BCE, and itself started to fragment in the 3rd century, it
was then the Kingdom of Petra was carved out, and the city built from the
living sandstone. Imagine, just about everything we see in Petra was created
in less than 200 years.

What were the factors driving this change? Income and a chance to increase
regional power and therefore increase income was perhaps among the most
significant.

There are several observations on Nabateans running through classical
authors accounts, and here we need to add Josephus, a contemporary
source. Still seen as the ‘other’ by the Hellenised and Roman east, a few
Nabatean practices strike our sources as odd. Burial customs and hearsay
talk on male and female relationships for example.

Descriptions of the structure of the elite, for instance, tell that the ‘King’

eyebrow. This fits well with the traditional nomadic origins of the Nabateans
themselves.

As the Nabateans absorbed more foreign influences, the hospitality and
tribal structure aspect of their culture they kept. Other aspects they
allowed to change.

All sources agree on one thing though, Nabatean business acumen was an
essential trait, as was their keenness to increase wealth. Taking advantage
of collapsing Seleucid control and the resulting chaos caused by the
Maccabean revolt, Nabateans seized control of significant chunks of Jordan,
southern Syria and Israel.

It was this that led to a massive reorganisation of Petra and a rapid increase
in the complexity of the Nabatean socio-political, economic and cultural
world. Petra grew into a permanent centre for administration and defence
of this new kingdom, and the royal home of the Kings and Queens that
headed it, during life, and after.

To book a tour today visit or call



WITH US,

TRAVEL SOLO BUT NOT ALONE

Travel takes us out of our comfort zones and inspires us to see, taste and try new things. It constantly challenges us, not only to
adapt to and explore new surroundings, but also to engage with different people, to embrace adventures as they come and to
share new and meaningful experiences. It can be daunting when travelling alone but with Andante Travels, you are never alone
unless you choose to be.

A COMPANIONABLE EXPERIENCE

Our tours are inclusive, informal and fun and Andante guests are some of
the most interesting people you could care to meet. Travelling in a party of
people who share your interests is an enriching experience. Friendships are
quickly formed — and some last for decades with guests meeting up long
after their tour has returned and arranging to travel together on future
adventures.

As part of an Andante escorted tour, you will have the reassurance that
our tour staff are very much part of the group. Unlike some guides who
only engage when leading and make themselves scarce as soon as the
opportunity arises, Andante staff are with you every step of the way,
sharing the same experiences, enjoying the same meals (and often the
same tipple at the bar), and laughing at the same absurdities that can
happen on tour (a tortoise holding up the bus springs to mind!). Meal

$0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT PLACES

Over half of our guests travel solo and many of them tell us that single
supplements across the travel industry, including ours, are sometimes
too high. They feel disadvantaged for travelling alone. We listened, and
we negotiated over 150 places on a selection of our tours in 2025 with SO
single supplement.

What'’s more, we offer double rooms (for sole use) as standard for our solo
travellers so you will never be stuck in a room with just a single bed in a
distant corner of a hotel. And our Tour Managers are experts in supporting
solo travellers on the road. This is all part of our commitment to become
the very best special interest travel company for solo guests. Look out for

this sticker on the tour pages. $0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
PLACES AVAILABLE

To book a tour today visit or call

times are therefore never solitary, evenings are never dull and our tours are
delightfully companionable. Regardless of whether you are travelling with
friends, with a partner or solo, rest assured you'll be at the heart of it all
with Andante.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE INDIVIDUAL

We may travel as a group but we always respect the individual. There is no
badge-wearing, roll-calling, umbrella-waving or whistle-blowing on Andante
tours. And, wherever possible, we build time into our site visits to allow
our guests the freedom to explore and make discoveries of their own. So,
if you want to spend some time sketching, writing, meditating on a mosaic
or settling down for a chat and a coffee with new friends, we are the travel
company for you.

Choose to explore incredible sites in the company of our expert guides
and you'll see that our tours are well suited to solo travellers.

Pompeii, Herculaneum & Classical Campania
Departing: 27th January & 17th March 2025 — p8

Romans on the Bay of Naples
Departing: 3rd & 31st March 2025 — p18

Lake Garda & the Cities of Veneto
Departing: 3Ist March 2025 — p16

The Romans in Algeria
Departing: 16th February 2025 — p28

Activity Level ratings explained

We have designed a grading system to help you understand how strenuous or relaxed your tour is
likely to be. The levels are determined by components that make up a tour, such as distance and
terrain walked, the driving distances covered and each day’s length — from the moment you leave

Activity Level OOOOO
the hotel to your return.

Level 1 - Gentle A tour that is determined as gentle will have a relaxed pace, with little walking and less exertion where travel and day
®0000 length are concerned.

Level 2 - Light On light tours, anticipate mild walking with a mostly relaxed pace. There will be more visits and travelling than on our
0000 gentle tours, but not by much.

Level 3 - Moderate A decent level of fitness is required for our moderate tours. There could be walking between sites, more standing and
00000 more travelling to encounter.

Level 4 - Active If you choose an active tour, come prepared for longer days — and ones that fit more in. More walking, bigger distances
®0000 covered and more energy!

Look out for this panel on all our tour pages

Level 5 - Challenging For challenging tours, you'll need to be physically fit. Days could include long drives, hikes and multiple visits, meaning
o00o0 they'll be lengthy and tiring.

To book a tour today visit or call



Pompeii, Herculaneum & Classical

Exclusive access to the off-site theatre of Herculaneum

S0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

8 DAYS FROM $3,685pp PLACES AVAILABLE

Activity Level

¢¢ Exceptional experience!
This is my fourth Andante

-’

00000

tour and the best yet ??

Nowhere in the world gives deeper insight into Roman life than the dramatic seaside towns of Pompeii
and Herculaneum. Before the cataclysmic eruption of Vesuvius these were thriving, lively seaside towns.

Pompeii, a trading town equipped with many bars, shops and brothels, while neighbouring Herculaneum
was an affluent and elegant town. All this came to an abrupt halt, however, one autumnal day in AD 79,
when Vesuvius - which had done little more than rumble for years - erupted with incredible force.

Two thousand years later, the sites of the Bay of Naples confront the modern visitor with a vivid,
haunting immediacy like nothing else in the ancient world. In some cases we even know the names,
professions and personal histories of the people who owned the villas and shops we visit. The
preservation of Herculaneum, Pompeii and its surrounding sites is remarkable and the archaeology beyond
compare, which is why we have been leading tours here for over 30 years. And this is an exciting time for
visitors as new discoveries are being made and new houses opened. Walk with us as the Romans did, from
amphitheatre to baths to forum, as our Guide Lecturer conjures an evocative picture of the everyday life
of these prosperous Roman towns.

To book a tour today visit or call

Herculaneum

3

Cava de' Tirreni

Image: Pompeii

Tour highlights

« Enjoy visits to off the beaten track villas at Stabiae

» Private access to the Cave of Sejanus (Grotta di Seiano) and the adjoining
Villa of Pausilypon with its dramatic coastal views

* Explore the newly excavated House of the Leda and other newly opened houses

Meet the group at Naples airport or at our hotel in
Cava de’ Tirreni.

Our day begins with a visit to the fascinating site

at Paestum, ancient Poseidonia. Long before the
Romans came, this was a thriving Greek city that
was part of greater Greece from the 6th century
BC. After lunch, we visit the Paestum Museum,
famed for its archaic metopes and its painted
tombs. We will also be able to visit the magnificent
Store Rooms of Paestum.

We devote the entire day to Pompeii. No other site
compares in revealing details of daily life in a Roman
town. We visit some of the most well-preserved

buildings as well as an amphitheatre, theatre, forum,

Images: Ancient fresco, Faun statue at Pompeii, Pozzuoli and Paestum

bath-houses, bars and even brothels. Fountains in
the street are worn from where countless people
rested their hands to take a drink and Roman
graffiti can still be seen on the walls. Travelling via
the best routes to avoid the crowds, we visit some
houses that are newly reopened to the public.

Our first visit of the day is to the fabulous National
Archaeological Museum in Naples, home to
exceptional collections of artefacts. After lunch,
we move on to Pozzuoli and visit one of the
world’s most impressive amphitheatres. Later, we
are granted private access to the Cave of Sejanus,
an impressive tunnel dating to the age of Augustus,
which gives access to the lovely seaside villa of
Pausilypon. Dluring our visit here, we can see a
theatre and odeon, built at a later date.

To book a tour today visit

Your expert guides

=

John Shepherd ' *
Winner of the Wanderlust ‘s‘-
World Guide Award - History

& Culture 2023, John has '
worked extensively in i

the field in Europe as an
archaeologist, including
France, Italy and Bulgaria.
Join John on our 27th January
departure.

Dr Doru Bogdan

A researcher and lecturer at
the University of Alba lulia in
Romania, Doru is a specialist
in Roman archaeology and has also supervised an
array of fascinating excavations. Join Doru on our 17th
March departure.

Go off the beaten track today to the villas of
Stabiae, an exclusive Roman resort for the

very wealthy. The vast Villa San Marco, with its
swimming pool and bath complex, is one of the
most opulent along this coast and it remains very
impressive in its scale. Subject to renovations being
completed, we hope to visit the Villa Arianna,
with its wonderful frescoes and fabulous views
over the Bay of Naples. After lunch we visit the
Archaeological Museum of Castellammare di
Stabia Libero D’Orsi which opened in September
2020 specifically for the exhibition of the many
important items found in the region of Stabia.
There are a large number of finds on display, some
never before exhibited in Italy, including frescoes,
inlaid floors, stuccoes, sculptures and tableware.

Continued...

or call
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To book a tour today visit

or call

This morning we head to Herculaneum, which
perfectly complements a visit to Pompeii. This
seaside city was buried to a significantly greater
depth than Pompeii — under 23 metres of
pyroclastic to be exact — perfectly preserving
every-day objects as well as houses up to their
rooftops. In addition to the site, we explore
the Antiquarium, newly opened after 44 years,
and which houses precious articles found along
Herculaneum’s sea front, including a well-

It was my first tour -

and it was fascinating,
fun, a great pace, easy,
delicious, comfortable...
I was really delighted
with it all... we laughed
and we learnt

preserved boat. after lunch we visit Boscoreale
where we visit the Villa Regina, discovered in
the late 20th century while digging for the
foundations of council housing. In contrast to
the opulent villas we have seen on other days,
this is a modest small holding which provides
us with evidence of how ordinary people lived.
Boscoreale is a locality north of Pompeii located
on the slopes of Vesuvius, identified by some
with the Pagus Augustus Felix Suburbanus .
With the inauguration of the Great Pompeii, in

Image: Villa San Marco, Stabiae, Herculaneum interior and Oplontis

Regio IX Excavations in Pompeii

The Great Pompeii Project was initiated in 2012 with the intention of better conserving the

archaeological site of Pompeii. A major threat to its security is the embankments of unexcavated

areas that are next to those already excavated. Addressing the water damage and associated erosion

of these has been identified as a priority in preserving the site and making as much of it as accessible

as possible. The more usual restoration of already excavated houses, including their decoration, is

included in the work of the project so that a greater number of buildings in the site of Pompeii are

safe to be explored by the two million people who visit it each year. The Project’s focus on Regio IX in

recent years has brought to light exciting finds and at the same time shown how an interdisciplinary

approach has given a new dimension to our understanding of life in Pompeii at the time of the

eruption as well as of the eruption itself. Among these finds are three skeletons, whose manner of

death is as gruesome as the initial evidence might suggest but in a surprising way; a domus from

the Samnite period, repurposed into a bakery, which has shown us a small detail about how the

Pompeian’s were experts at reusing and recycling materials; seismological evidence that confirms to

modern volcanologists the accuracy of the account written by the eye-witness Pliny the Younger for

his friend, the historian, Tacitus.

October 2023, the Antiquarium of Boscoreale
was reopened with a room dedicated to the
excavations underway in the suburban villa of
Civita Giuliana, with the ceremonial chariot found
there in 2021.

Today, we ascend to the great volcanic crater of
Vesuvius. The majority of our journey will be by
bus, but the final part requires a short walk, which
will be well worth the effort. The walk starts at
Monte Somma, the crater of the AD 79 eruption,
where we grasp the scale of it. After the ascent
and peering into the crater being forged since the
ancient eruption, you will see fumaroles and the

Image: Herculaneum

layers of previous eruptions, while walking around
the perimeter of the crater affords magnificent
views over the Bay of Naples. On good days, you
can even make out Pompeii. After lunch, we will
continue on to the impressive villa at Oplontis,
which boasts sumptuous frescoes, a bath complex,
an enormous swimming pool, and interesting

slave quarters. This villa was supposedly owned

by Emperor Nero and was both destroyed and
subsequently preserved by Vesuvius’ eruption.

After breakfast we transfer to Naples airport to
make our independent onward journeys.

Your comprehensive
expert guided tour includes

Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

Field notes

All taxes & gratuities

Included travel
e Alllocal transport

Accommodation

e Accommodation in the Hotel Scapolatiello or
similar

Culinary inclusions
o 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 7 dinners
» Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner
Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share SS
27thJan-3rdFeb 53965 $3,685 537650

17th Mar - 24th Mar 54185 $3,905 5376 S0

Includes $280pp Special Offer discount if you
book by 31st August 2024

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/apom

To book a tour today visit or call

n
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NEW

FOR 2025

YS FROM $5,330pp

Activity Level ©@®@0OO &

'il-. oL 4

L

Rome is one of the most charismatic and engaging of the great cities of the world, her monuments

an omnipresent testament to a past in which she controlled an Empire reaching from Scotland to Syria.
Surprisingly, it is also an intimate city - the historic centre is small, and it is easy to understand based
on the ancient layout. This tour is the perfect introduction to the ‘Eternal City’ in the company

of archaeologist and historians who will bring to life the triumphs, tragedies and political intrigue

that characterised the Roman Empire. We stay at the Albergo Santa Chiara in the very heart of the
ancient city, situated directly behind the Pantheon, the perfect base for exploring Rome. It has been
privately owned by the Corteggiani family since 1838 and consequently retains a feel of personal

warmth and friendliness.

Day One | Rome

We Meet the group at our hotel in Rome.

Day Two | Forum & Colosseum

This morning, we shall start at the Imperial Fora
with the famous monument of Trajan’s Column and
proceed from there through the Forum Romanun
the political heart of the city and empire, a site of
profound historical events such as the Gracchi riots
and Caesar’s funeral. We continue to the Palatine
to visit the ruins of the Imperial palaces and in

the afternoon we will explore the Colosseum, the
iconic Flavian Amphitheatre — the largest of its type
ever constructed. We end the day at the adjacent
decorative Arch of Constantine

Day Three

The Appian Way

Today we drive to the Appian Way and visit some
of the villas of the senatorial aristocracy found
there. Here we will see the vast suburban estate
of the Quintili, so sumptuous that the emperor
Commodus executed its owners and confiscated

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 646 802 1533

Images top to bottom: Colosseum & Arch of Constantine

Tour highlights

architecture and luxurious design
Maxentius

Palace at Tivoli

« Explore the underground ruins of Nero's infamous Golden House, a revolution in
» Walk along the Appian Way, visiting the Villa of the Quintili and the Circus of

« Discover two important sites outside the city centre — the port of Ostia and Hadrian’s

Dr Doru Bogdan
A researcher and lecturer at
theUniversity of Alba lulia in
Romania, Doru is a specialist
in Roman archaeology and

has also supervised an array of
fascinating excavations.

it. We proceed to the equally extensive Villa of
the Emperor Maxentius built as a dynastic centre
for his family. It includes the palace/villa, a chariot
racing circus and large mausoleum. We will focus on
the well-preserved Circus which includes starting
gates. In the afternoon we will visit another huge
imperial project, the Baths of Caracalla, capable of
accommodating thousands at a time.

Day Four | Domus Aurea & Celian Hill

This morning we visit the legendary Golden House
which the Emperor Nero built after the great fire of
Rome as a rus in urbe, a countryside in the city, and
as such included artificial lakes, fountains, vineyards.
The megalomaniac building was eventually
demolished by his successors and can now only be
visited at certain times, in groups, where its ongoing
restoration can be viewed. We continue to the
extraordinary church of San Clemente to discover
its underground surprises and the Domus Romane
Del Celio, Roman houses which date from the 2nd
century. Later we also visit the Parco Archeologico
del Celio which opened recently. The museum
houses the remaining fragments of the Forma

Images top to bottom: Ara Pacis, Palatine & Ostia Antica

Urbis Romae, the giant marble map of ancient
Rome engraved in the 3rd century during the reign
of Emperor Septimius Severus. The last time the
remains of the ancient map were seen by the public
was a century ago when they were on display in
the garden of the Palazzo dei Conservatori on the
Capitoline Hill.

Day Five | Tivoli

We leave the city and make the short drive to
Tivoli where the Emperor Hadrian chose to build
his palace. Hadrian’s Villa which sprawls across the
rolling countryside at the foot of the hills below
the town of Tivoli. Beginning around AD 117 Hadrian
took a small family villa owned by his wife and
added on a whole series of grand pavilions, many
of them modelled after places he had seen on his
travels around the empire. The complex ended

up larger than most Roman cities. We visit the
town this afternoon and pay a visit to the great
16th century Villa D’Este. Built by Cardinal Ippolito
D’Este, the son of Lucrezia Borgia and a major figure
in the church politics of the era.

Day Six | Field Of Mars & Ara Pacis

This morning we take a walk through part of the
Field of Mars, originally an open area lying just
outside Rome’s earliest defences. It was used

first as a training area and for meetings of public
assemblies, then gradually monumentalised to
provide a new zone of civic buildings to serve
Rome’s growing population. Later we visit the

Ara Pacis, an altar commissioned by the Roman
Senate to honour the return of Augustus after his
campaigns in Gaul. The afternoon is free to spend
as you wish.

Day Seven | Rome

On our final day we shall leave Rome and travel to
Ostia Antica, the ancient harbour city of Rome
close to the mouth of the Tiber. Originally Rome’s
first colony, it became a thriving port, handling
the transhipment of goods and foodstuffs from
sea going vessels to river barges in new harbours
provided by Claudius and Trajan. Ostia still has
the atmosphere of a seaport, with its docks,
warehouses, apartment blocks, theatre and
temples to a range of foreign and Roman deities.
It is well-preserved, thanks to rising water levels

in the late Roman period and lack of subsequent
building, and it has been extensively excavated.
From Ostia, we continue to the airport to make our
independent onward journeys.

Your comprehensive

expert guided tour includes

» Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

* Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

 Alllocal transport

Accommodation

e Accommodation in the Albergo Santa Chiara
Culinary inclusions

6 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 6 dinners

o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee

with dinner
Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
21st - 27th Mar 55610 $5330  $640
Includes $280pp Special Offer discount if you
book by 31st August 2024

For full details of this tour visit

andantetravels.com/arme

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 646 8021533
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8 DAYS FROM $5,180pp

Activity Level ©@®@0OO

The last capital of the western Roman Empire, Ravenna was reconquered by Justinian and became the
seat of an Exarchate, which also included Venice, whose connection to the east made it powerful.
The result was an unparalleled collection of Byzantine art, with its unique domed architecture and

shimmering mosaics.

Day One | Ravenna

Meet as a group in Ravenna for an orientation walk,
time permitting.

Day Two | Ravenna

Today we start our exploration of Ravenna with

a series of incredible monuments, including the
Arian Baptistery, constructed by the Ostrogoth
Theodoric and the Neonian Baptistery, the 5th
century baptistery converted from a Roman bath.
We continue to the Ravenna Cathedral, and to
the Archbishop’s Palace with its museum and
private chapel of Saint Andrew. In the afternoon
we visit the 4th century Church of San Giovanni
Evangelista first founded by Galla Placidia in the
4th century and now containing mosaics depicting

the 4th crusade which was so disastrous for
Constantinople and the Byzantine empire.

Day Three | Ravenna

We start the day with a visit to the Basilica di Sant’
Apollinare Nuovo, Theodoric’s palatine chapel
which was altered in the Byzantine period. A

short walk away, we continue to the Basilica di

San Francesco, the parish church of Dante who

is buried there. In the afternoon we explore the
late antique house, the Domus dei Tappeti di
Pietra, replete with mosaics. We end the day at the
National Museum, with its important collection

of archaeological material from Ravenna and its
environs. This evening we plan to have our exclusive
private visit to the Basilica di San Vitale, with its

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 646 802 1533

% Venice
Italy

Images top to bottom: Santa Maria Assunta & Venice

Tour highlights

* Enjoy two exclusive private evening visits to the Byzantine Basilicas of San Vitale and

San Marco

Byzantine manuscripts

Donato in Murano

* An exclusive private visit to the Biblioteca Marciana, famed for its collection of

* Explore the unique Basilicas of Santa Maria Assunta in Torcello and Santa Maria e

Tony O’Connor
A specialist in the Roman
Empire, Tony has excavated
widely across Britain, Europe
and North Africa. He first led
a tour for Andante over 10
years ago and he just gets better and better!

uniquely important Byzantine mosaics, as well as
the late antique Mausoleum of Galla Placidia.

Day Four | Ravenna

We drive a little outside the city to visit the
extraordinary Mausoleum of Theodoric, the
Ostrogothic King who ruled from Ravenna after
the collapse of the Western Roman Empire in the
manner of a Roman emperor. After the Byzantine
conquest of the city, Theodoric’s bones were
removed from his tomb, leaving his wonderful
porphyritic sarcophagus. This will be followed

by an exploration of the archaeological site of
Classe, Ravenna's ancient port, which was hugely
important for being the base of Rome’s fleet.

In the afternoon, we continue to the Basilica di
Sant’ Apollinare in Classe with its stunning apse
depicting the Transfiguration.

Ravenna - Venice

Day Five
Today we travel by coach to the lagoon city,
Venice, which was immersed in Byzantine culture
long after the Exarchate of Ravenna collapsed
because of the special trading rights it was given
by Constantinople, making it the gateway of

the east. Venice also gave refuge to emigres
escaping Constantinople after its fall in 1453.

In the afternoon, we explore hidden gems in

the extraordinary Piazza San Marco, dubbed

the drawing room of Europe by Napoleon and
dominated by the very Eastern looking Basilica

di San Marco, a masterpiece of Byzantine
architecture which underscores the city’s close ties
to Constantinople. We will end our day at the Icon
Museum.

Day Six | Venice

Today we explore the beginnings of Venice in the
Northern Lagoon, starting with island of Torcello,
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Images top to bottom: Mausoleum of Theodori, Saint Francis Basilica & Doge’s Palace

where the earliest settlers from the terra firma
found their homes after escaping Hunnic raids in
the 5th century. Here we see the Basilica di Santa
Maria Assunta with its stunning Byzantine mosaics,
notably the Last Judgement on the counter-fagade.
After lunch, we pay a short visit to Burano, the
island famed for its lace and colourful houses, from
whence some might also choose to venture to the
adjacent island of Mazzorbo. We end the day with a
visit to Murano, famed for its glass making and also
for its Byzantine Basilica di Santa Maria e Donato.
Day Seven | Venice

Today we visit the Greek Orthodox Chiesa di

San Giorgio dei Greci erected by emigres from
Constantinople. We continue to with an exclusive,
private visit to the Biblioteca Marciana, established
in the 15th century in order to house the Classical
manuscripts collected by Cardinal Bessarion after
the fall of Constantinople. After lunch, we have a
private tour of the Secret Itineraries of the Palace
followed by a guided tour of the Doge Palace. In
the evening we have an exclusive private visit to the
stupendous Basilica of San Marco whose mosaics
and architecture were inspired by Byzantium.

Day Eight | Venice

This morning we make our way to Venice airport
by water taxi, bidding farewell to the lagoon and its
Byzantine heritage.

Your comprehensive

expert guided tour includes

» Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

 Alllocal transport

Accommodation

e Accommodation in Ravenna & Venice

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 4 dinners

» Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
19th - 26th Mar 55536 $5180  $925

Includes $350pp Special Offer discount if you
book by 31st August 2024

For full details of this tour visit

andantetravels.com/arvv

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 646 8021533
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Activity Level ©@®®0O
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¢¢| particularly enjoyed this tour because of the wide variety of sites

visited, from Roman Villas to the Fumane Cave excavations and of

course all the wonderful Medieval Architecture and art of the Veneto

cities. The hotel was superb, with excellent staff in all departments. ??

From Roman Province to Doge Republic, the Veneto has a long and illustrious history. We take a
closer look at the intriguing area around Lake Garda and explore a truly unique mix of archaeology, art
and architecture. From a prehistoric cave site adjacent to a 15th century ‘Roman’ villa, to a medieval
monastery perched on the steps of an ancient Roman theatre, there is a great deal to unpick here.
Visiting in the quieter months of spring and early autumn, we enjoy the undulating landscapes of
vineyards and olive groves which surround the southern shores of Lake Garda and explore the pretty
piazzas, medieval market places and tangled streets of Verona, Vicenza, Mantua and Padua. We're sure
this tour will hold your imagination and, to cap it all, we will be in the region of the Valpolicella wine
villas — noted for their products and histories.

Vicenza .
Meet the group at our hotel in Sirmione, a
picturesque medieval town perched on the tip of a

Fumane
narrow peninsula at the edge of Lake Garda.

. . o
Sirmione

In the morning, we travel to the Desenzano Roman
Villa, a once large and sumptuous property which
enjoys stunning views of the lake. Here we discover
a rich group of coloured figurative mosaic floors

Mantua F

16 To book a tour today visit or call

depicting various scenes of cupids, maenads and
satyrs; wild beasts and images of the four seasons.
We return to Sirmione by ferry and, after lunch, we
take the small train up the hill to the Villa Catullus,
the largest and most complete Roman villa in
northern Italy. The villa was constructed with long
porticoes and terraces to maximise the views over
the lake and at its centre was an extensive garden.

Today is devoted to Verona, a city immortalised

by Shakespeare and blessed with an abundance

of Roman and medieval remains reflecting the
evolution of this fortified town over its 2,000-
year history. We shall explore the core of the
Roman town, its city gate, Porta Borsari, the Arco
dei Gavi, the Roman theatre, and the magnificent
amphitheatre, the third-largest in the Roman world,
and we will admire many of its medieval structures.
We will also pay a visit to the Archaeological
Museum housed in an deconsecrated monastery

Images top to bottom: Grottoes of Catullus

Tour highlights

» Discover the extraordinary cave site of Fumane, one of the major prehistoric

archaeological sites in Europe

lake

* Enjoy the picture-perfect setting and cobalt blue waters of Lake Garda, Italy’s largest

« Explore the beautiful cities of Verona and Vicenza, Padua and Mantua and their
plethora of UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Your expert guide

Tony O’Connor

A specialist in the Roman
Empire, Tony has excavated
widely across Britain, Europe
and North Africa. He first led
a tour for Andante over 10
years ago and he just gets better and better!

which was literally built on top of the Roman theatre.

We spend our day today in Mantua, a gem of
Italian art and architecture often overlooked by
unenlightened visitors to the region. Once home
to many literary figures of the late 1st century BCE
Augustan age, it is also full of Renaissance wonders
and contains the Palazzo Ducale, the largest
residence in Italy after the Vatican. For 400 years
this was the home of the Gonzaga family, the dukes
of Mantua who ruled until 1707. We will explore
this labyrinth which includes a castle, basilica,
courtyards, sumptuous galleries and gardens.

We take a step further back into the past this
morning when we visit the cave site of Fumane.
The cave contains traces of Neanderthal man and
evidence of habitation by modern Homo sapiens,
including sharpened flints, bones and decorations
made from sea shells. The finds provide a crucial
link in the history of human life on Earth as well as
a first glimpse of the creative instinct that inspired
Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo in a later

age. Afterwards we visit nearby Villa della Torre, a
beautiful villa by architect Giulio Romano, where
we enjoy a wine-tasting and lunch before returning
to Sirmione for some free time.

Images top to bottom: Desenzano del Garda & Prato della Valle

We spend our day in Vicenza, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and almost archetypical ideal of

the Renaissance and Baroque era. Vicenza was a
Roman settlement, which came under the sway of
the Scaligeri family from Verona and was passed
between Napoleon’s empire, Austria and Venice
several times in its history. This jewel of a place is
full of galleries, palaces and churches, and is noted
for the works of the great architect Andrea Palladio.
We will visit his amazing villa at La Rotunda. We
will also visit Teatro Olimpico, one of only three
Renaissance theatres remaining in existence.

Our final visit of the tour is to Padua, which
according to tradition going back at least to Virgil’s
Aeneid, was founded in 1183 BCE by the Trojan
prince, Antenor. This university town was home to
some of the greatest philosophers, scientists, and
artists in Western culture: Dante, Galileo, Giotto,
Donatello and Copernicus, and the city is one of
Europe’s great cultural and artistic destinations.
Our visits will include the Scrovegni chapel, with
its priceless frescoes by Giotto, the Civic museum,
located in the cloister of the former Eremitani
monastery, the Palazza del Bo and the Basilica of
St. Anthony and baptistry.

We return to the airport in Verona for our
independent onward journeys.

Your comprehensive

expert guided tour includes

Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

Field notes

All taxes & gratuities

Included travel
o Alllocal transport

Accommodation
e Accommodation in Sirmione

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners

o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with
dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

3ist Mar - 7th Apr ~ $4635 $4,355 5623 S0

Includes $280pp Special Offer discount if you
book by 31st August 2024

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/alga

To book a tour today visit or call
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Romans on the Bay of Naples
New discoveries and highlights in the shadow of Vesuvius

Activity Level ©®@®@®Q0O

8 DAYS FROM $3,760pp

S0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
PLACES AVAILABLE

The extraordinary Roman sites in the Bay of Naples have undergone an incredible regeneration in recent
years. This beautiful stretch of coast, which was developed in the Roman era by elites and emperors

in search of leisure, has witnessed exciting new archaeological activities, as well as an unprecedented
number of newly opened sites. While much attention has been given to the wonderful new excavations
of Pompeii, much less has been said about the opening of new sections of Herculaneum, the opening
of Roman sites in Positano and Boscoreale, and the excavations taking place in Terzigno and Somma
Vesuviana. This tour offers a fresh take of Romans in the Bay of Naples, taking into consideration these
new discoveries and sites, and offering an up-to-date examination of this prosperous and beautiful part
of the ancient world. There has never been a better time to visit the towns in the shadow of Vesuvius
with the advantage of it being a less crowded time of year.

Meet the group at Naples airport or at our hotel in
Cava de’ Tirreni.

This morning we drive to Positano, where we visit
the Roman Villa and museum, with its dazzling
frescoes. Discovered under the church of Santa
Maria Assunta, this villa maritima, one of many
opulent coastal villas built along the Bay of Naples,

To book a tour today visit or call

may have been owned by the gladiator Posides
who was a slave freed by the emperor Claudius.
After a period of restoration, the villa has only
recently been opened to the public. After lunch,
we travel down the Amalfi Coast to Amalfi to
explore the Cathedral of St. Andrew first built in
the 9th century and which is a mixture of different
styles from its Arabic-Norman beginnings to

the Renaissance and Baroque. The cathedral has

Pozzuoli we

7% Salerno
Amalfi
Positano

magnificent bronze doors from the Tith century,
the earliest in Italy after the Roman period, and a
wonderful Romanesque campanile decorated with
Majolica tiles and interlacing arches. We proceed to
the Arabic style 13th century Cloister of Paradise
which has a wonderful peristyle, as well as 13th
century frescoes.

Images top to bottom: Roman Pompeian fresco

Tour highlights

» Examine the newly opened Regio V in Pompeii

» Explore the newly opened Roman Villa at Positano, with its wonderful fresgoes

» Visit the newly opened Museum at Terzigno, which houses incredible remains of

newly excavated villas

This was an excellent
tour full of a variety of
visits. Ample food and

wine and thoroughly
enjoyable company.

We devote the entire day to Pompeii. No site
compares in revealing the details of daily life in a
Roman town. We visit some of the most well-
preserved buildings as well as an amphitheatre,
theatre, forum, bath-houses, bars, and brothels.
Fountains in the street are worn where countless
people rested their hands to take a drink and
Roman graffiti still marks the walls. Travelling via the
best routes to avoid crowds, we visit several villas
that are newly reopened to the public.

We start the day with a visit to the fabulous
Museum of Archaeology in Naples, which exhibits
the precious frescoes and mosaics discovered in the
Vesuvian towns, including the Alexander Mosaic
and the paintings of Sappho and the Pompeii riot.
The western wing has recently re-opened following
a decades long renovation project and showcases
hundreds of previously stored finds from key

sites in Campania. After lunch we explore two
fascinating sites in Naples. Our first visit is to the
church of Santa Chiara, burial place of the Angevin
kings, and Bourbon dynasty where we admire

the cloisters with their magnificent 18th century
majolica tiles. Next, we visit San Lorenzo Maggiore
founded in the late 13th century as a Franciscan
church on the site of the site of the basilica
(covered hall) of the Roman Forum.

We enjoy a morning of Roman waterworks,
beginning with a visit to the amazing Piscina
Mirabilis - a huge cistern which stored water for
the fleet stationed in the harbour at Misenum.
We continue to Baia, terraced into the side of an
extinct volcanic crater, and developed entirely in
the Roman period to cater to the desires of the
super-rich who built enormous villas in order to
take advantage of thermal springs. We visit the
Archaeological Park where the imperial family built
an enormous thermal and palatial complex. After
lunch, we venture to the Flavian amphitheatre

in Pozzuoli, one of the largest amphitheatres

Images top to bottom: Mosaic in Herculaneum

in the ancient world. Here we will explore the
best-preserved service rooms of any extant
amphitheatre.

Today we visit Herculaneum, sealed by 23 metres
of pyroclastic flow from the same eruption

which buried Pompeii. The nature of the eruption
has meant that organic materials have survived,
making this a more poignant site than Pompeii:
here we see a wonderfully preserved wine shop,
the stunning House of the Stags with its pergola
overlooking the sea and many fragments which
attest to the everyday life in this upmarket city.
There has never been a better time to visit the
site, as two new museums have recently opened,
as well as the House of the Bicentenary opened
for the first time after decades. After an included
lunch in Herculaneum, we visit Boscoreale where
we visit the Villa Regina, discovered in the late
20th century while digging for the foundations

of council housing. In contrast to the opulent
villas we have seen on other days, this is a modest
small holding which provides us with evidence of
how ordinary people lived. We then head to the
Museum of Archaeology at Terzigno, which houses
precious remains and frescoes of 3 ancient farms
destroyed by the AD 79 earthquake and excavated
only recently.

Today we go off-the-beaten-track to the villas of
Stabiae, an exclusive setting for the very wealthiest
and influential of the Roman elite. The vast Villa
San Marco, with its swimming pool and bath
complex, is one of the most opulent along this
coast and still remains very impressive in its scale.
We also visit the Villa Arianna, with its wonderful
frescoes and fabulous views over the Bay of Naples.
After lunch we visit the spectacular villa, often
called Villa Poppaea, at Oplontis. This was only
properly brought to light just 50 years ago and so
the interior decoration is pristine, with so many
excellent wall paintings. The authorities have also
returned some of the artworks to the villa, so it is
possible now to get a better idea of the quality of
the sculptures that decorated this very high-ranking
property.

We end our tour with one final private visit to
the extraordinary archives of the Monastery of
the Most Holy Trinity at Cava de Tirreni, which
contains 15,000 parchments dating as early as the
8th century. Later, we transfer to the airport to
make our independent onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit

Your expert guides

=
John Shepherd -
Winner of the Wanderlust ]
World Guide Award - History
& Culture 2023, John has '
worked extensively in [
the field in Europe as an
archaeologist, including France, Italy and Bulgaria. Join
John on our 3rd March departure.

Tony Wilmott

Senior Archaeologist with
Historic England, Tony has
directed many excavations,
and published

several books and many H,..
articles in archaeological

journals. He specializes in the Roman periods, with a
particular interest in the Roman military. Join Tony on
our 31st March departure.

Your comprehensive

expert guided tour includes

Price includes

 Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o All local transport

Accommodation

¢ Accommodation in the Hotel Scapolatiello or
o similar

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 7 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee

with dinner
Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
3rd - 10th Mar 53976 $3760 5376 S0
53970 $3760 5379 S0
Includes $210pp Special Offer discount if you
book by 31st August 2024

3Ist Mar - 7th Apr

For full details of this tour visit

andantetravels.com/arbn

or call
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Athens

A short break to this ancient capital, unimpeded by the usual crowds

4 DAYS FROM $2,240pp

Activity Level ©@®@0OO

Enjoy an informed and in-depth visit to the ancient capital of Athens, unimpeded
by the usual crowds. In the winter, the city belongs to the locals, the queues

and crowds for the Parthenon melt away, there is space to gaze at its museum
treasures and the dusty paths through the Agora grow greenery once again

We'll visit classic Athens ruins, with sites including the Parthenon, two world-
class museums, and other fascinating archaeological sites. Wrap up warm and
join us as we explore the city where democracy, architecture, classical art and
literature both germinated and flourished.

20 To book a tour today visit or call

The whole tour was excellent.
Lovely hotel as were the cafes and
restaurants. A great introduction

to the history of Greece.

Images top to bottom: Athens

Tour highlights

 Ascend the Acropolis to the Parthenon, the universal symbol of the classical world
and the quintessential classical ruin

* Explore two fabulous world-class museums, housing between them some of the
greatest collections of antiquities in the world

» Soak up the atmosphere of ancient Athens, exploring the quieter corners and
monuments which have survived here for 2,500 years

Meet the group at our hotel in Athens.

Our first full day will be dedicated to the Acropolis
and its museum. We will walk through ancient
Athens and then climb to the incomparable
Acropolis, which still dominates the city with a
complex of religious sanctuaries, most famous of
which is the Parthenon — ‘Chamber of the Maiden’
built in the 5th century to house a colossal statue
of Athena, patron goddess of the city. The views
from here are stunning. After lunch in the Plaka,
we visit the fabulous Acropolis Museum, which is
consistently rated as one of the best museums in
the world.

Images top to bottom: Keraimeikos, Agora &

Your expert guides

Dr Rita Roussos

A native Athenian, Rita taught
archaeology and art history
at the American University of
Athens.

We continue our exploration of Athens, visiting

its ancient economic centre, the Agora, where a
wide range of goods were shipped in from the
nearby port of Piraeus and members of the elected
democracy assembled to discuss affairs of state.
Next, we visit Kerameikos, named in ancient

times after the hero Keramos, son of Dionysus

and Ariadne, where an extensive cemetery was
excavated during the 19th and early 20th centuries.
After lunch we visit the National Museum of
Athens. Now somewhat overlooked by visitors
flocking to the Acropolis Museum, it is worth
remembering that this older museum is still home
to one of the greatest collections of antiquities in
the world.

In the morning, we travel to Piraeus which once
consisted of three separate harbours - Kantharos,
Zea, and Munichia. All three harbours are still used
today but since the sea level has risen two metres
since antiquity many of the ancient installations
of Piraeus are now underwater. Excavations still
continue, however, and notable finds have included
several bronze statues, perhaps the most famous
being of Apollo now in the Piraeus Archaeological
Museum. Afterwards, we make our way to the
airport for our independent onward journeys.

Your comprehensive

expert guided tour includes

Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

Field notes

All taxes & gratuities

Included travel
e Alllocal transport

Accommodation
o Accommodation in the Herodian Hotel or similar

Culinary inclusions

o 3 breakfasts, 2 lunches & 3 dinners

» Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
20th - 23rd Feb $2310 $2240 $215

Includes $70pp Special Offer discount if you
book by 31st August 2024

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/asat

To book a tour today visit or call
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| Byzantium & Ottoman Istanbul

7 DAYS FROM $4,798pp

22

| A glittering Jewel on the Bosphorus

Activity Level ©®@®@®0OO
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Founded as Byzantium, famed as Constantinople, the city we know today as Istanbul straddles two
continents and has played a pivotal role in world history. It is one of the most delightful and complex
cities in the world. We explore the major monuments of the city centre but also take a boat ride on
the Bosphorus, which affords views back over the unmistakable skyline of the city broken by hundreds
of slender soaring minarets. The bustle, good natured hustle, scents and sounds of this city are

unforgettable.

We are based in Sultanahmet, the site of old Constantinople. This historic and compact area is largely
pedestrianised and is home to four of the city’s major historic monuments: the Hagia Sophia, Topkapi
Palace, Blue Mosque and Grand Bazaar. Guide Lecturer Terry Richardson, author of the Rough Guide to
the city, provides invaluable ‘insider’ knowledge of a city he knows and loves so well and travelling out
of season, we enjoy this wonderful city when the summer crowds have departed.

Meet the group at our hotel in the historic district
of Sultanhamet.

This morning we start with the great basilica of
Hagia Sophia. Built by Justinian in the early 6th
century, converted into a Mosque in the 15th
century, secularised as a Museum in the 20th

To book a tour today visit or call

and repurposed as a Mosque in the 21st, this
architectural marvel is not just a place of worship
but a long enduring symbol of the city. We
continue to the Yerebatan Sarayi, a cavernous
Byzantine underground water cistern which once
supplied the imperial palaces until they fell into
ruin, and it was forgotten. Now, we can walk on
wooden walkways above the water and admire its
remarkable engineering. After lunch we explore
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the Sulemaniye mosque complex built by the
architect Sinan for the Sultan in the 16th century.
The mosque and its courtyard are at the centre of a
complex which comprised a madrasa, alms-houses,
infirmaries, caravanserais, a medical school, baths,

a hospital, and shops. We end the day with a visit
to the Spice Bazaar, located at the southern end
of the Galata Bridge and next to the New Mosque,
Yeni Cami.

Images top to bottom: Hagia Sophia

Tour highlights

* Explore the vast and rambling Topkapi Palace, a palace like none you will ever have

seen

context

monuments

« Enjoy an afternoon on the waters of the Bosphorus to put the city in its geographical

» Soak up stunning panoramic views from the viewing platform of the Galata Tower
» Discover the history behind the unforgettable skyline of graceful minarets and

Today we begin at Taksim Square in the ‘European
Quarter’ of the city. From here we walk down
Istiklal Caddesi, formerly known as the Grand

Rue de Pera during the Ottoman period when

it attracted an intellectual crowd and became

the place to stroll for French Levantines. We visit
the superb Pera Museum which houses a private
collection of historical artefacts and paintings from
the Ottoman period and then continue after lunch
to Galalta. Here we see the 61-metre-high Galata
Tower, which once formed part of the fortifications
of the walls protecting the Genoese colony. A lift
does most of the work, but there’s still a couple

of staircases climbs to reach the viewing platform,
which allows a stunning 360-degree panorama

of the city. We will also visit the Galata Mevlevi
Museum, the beautifully preserved semahane

or dance hall, where adherents of the faith once
performed a ritual, rotational dance (hence the
name we in the West use for the Mevlevi, Whirling
Dervishes), forms the centre piece of the museum.
We conclude the day with a stroll across the
architecturally undistinguished but ever fascinating
Galata Bridge, lined with hopeful anglers and
cheap and cheerful restaurant-bars, which links
Europeanised Pera/Galata