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Welcome to Andante Travels'
2025 Tours Collection

Dear Traveller,

We are delighted to present our third edition brochure for 2025, featuring an extensive collection
of tours that offer a fascinating window into the past.

Since Andante Travels was founded in 1985, our team of experts has grown, and our itineraries
broadened to include even more exciting archaeological mysteries and wonders. and historic sites
to explore. 2025 brings with it not just our 40th-anniversary celebration but the partial opening

of the highly anticipated Grand Egyptian Museum in Giza. Also known as the Giza Museum, this is
a state-of-the-art facility that has been 20 years in the making. Located in Giza, it is situated near
the pyramids, offering a stunning backdrop for visitors. A real must-visit for anyone interested in
Egyptology.

In addition to this exciting news, we have added even more tours to this collection. Set your sights
on Cairo with Egypt - New Museums & Discoveries, led by an expert in ancient Egyptology, Lucia
Gahlin, and our tour highlight, a visit to the Grand Egyptian Museum at Giza.

New tours include an ode to the eternal city where once all roads led, magnificent Rome. Enjoy a
deep dive into the Roman Empire with visits to iconic ruins, temples and ancient cities. In Greece,
let Dr Rita Roussos introduce you to the ancient Minoan civilization and in Morocco: Tangier to
Marrakesh, discover a whole new world full of colour and discover the Islamic heritage of Morocco
with expert guide Dr Eireann Marshall.

Whichever tour you choose, you can be assured of a memorable time away with one-of-a-kind
discoveries to treasure. In the meantime, we're here for you whatever you need — personal advice,
ideas, insights, extra arrangements and more.

Thank you for 40 years of adventure, and here’s to 40 more years of archaeological discovery ahead.

We look forward to the pleasure of your company in 2025.

Jackie Wills

iivra

WORLD GUIDE

Gold Trusted AWAEDE

Service Award
feefo

REIT TRAVIL DSPLES
TALTTIELTONN SR LN

Get in touch with an expert

If you are interested in joining one of our tours and want to know more, please give our
Specialist Travel Executives a call today. They are ready to help with all of your questions.

800 759 7715 | andantetravels.com

NEW IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 2025
TRAVEL TO EUROPE & THE UK: EES, ETIAS & ETA

If you are travelling to Europe, new mandatory border checks (EES) and travel authorisation requirements (ETIAS) are likely to be

introduced at some point in 2025, and for travel to the UK an ETA is required from 8th January 2025. Please read the information on page
170 carefully to understand how this may affect your journey and what pre-travel requirements you will need to make. Further details
can be found at http;/travel-europe.europa.eu and https.//www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-an-electronic-travel-authorisation-eta

Contents

ITALY 14
GREECE 44
REST OF EUROPE 64
AFRICA & EGYPT 96
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN & THE MIDDLE EAST 18
ASIA 128
THE AMERICAS 136
UK 148
CRUISE 154

OF EXPERTISERENEXPERIENCE §

An important milestone...

We are thrilled to celebrate our 40th
anniversary, marking four decades of
innovation, dedication, and growth.

Founded in 1985, Andante Travels started
as a small group with a big vision. Over
the years, we have expanded our horizons
to deliver exceptional tours to our

valued customers and create immersive
experiences that uncover the rich tapestry
of the ancient world. Today we are proud
to be one of the foremost providers of
archaeological tours.

Trust Andante Travels to deliver
exceptional tours backed up by
our expertise and experience.

Travel for
less with our
Special Offers

SAVE up to $910pp*

Enjoy a saving on selected tours departing in 2025.
See our tour pages for the saving you can make
on each departure date.

Offer ends 31st January 2025

$0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT PLACES

We still have some tour departures in 2025
with no single supplement to pay, please refer to
page 7 for more details. -

Look out for the sticker
on the tour pages.

SPECIAL OFFERS TERMS & CONDITIONS:

We reserve the right to withdraw special offers at any time and
they are not valid for any bookings on private groups or travel
agent bookings..

2025 SPECIAL OFFER: The discounts advertised are off the full
selling price. Valid for new bookings only, made up until and
including 31st January 2025, and on a limited number of places
on each tour departing in 2025. *The discount of $910 per
person applies to our Brazil — Rock Art & the Pantanal pi138.
These discounts can only be combined with the other offers
detailed on this page.

$0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT PLACES: There are a limited number
of $0 single supplement places on selected departures in
2025. These places are also subject to hotel availability. This
discount can only be combined with the other offers detailed
on this page.
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Often imitated, never matched.
Expert-led archaeological tours.

Unearth history's treasures with Andante, the pioneering British specialist on in-depth archaeological travels.
Venturing beyond mere cultural excursions, we craft extraordinary journeys, granting you access to the world's
most significant historical sites. With 24-hour support from our dedicated team and meticulously planned
itineraries, rely on Andante for an unparalleled odyssey into antiquity.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715



€€ A full and very well-managed few days.
A great learning experience with a friendly and like-minded group. »”

EXCEPTIONAL

Reasons to booka feefo

WITH ANDANTE TRAVELS

We keep it small with a maximum group size of 18 O

We take you to see the key sights - our expertise and 40 years of
experience ensure you see the best of your destination

We don't cut corners — we make sure you're not rushed and have
sufficient time at each site

Learn from our high calibre Guide Lecturers - our experts will accompany
you on all visits and all are highly regarded in their area of expertise

Tour Managers accompany most tours - leaving our Guide Lecturers to
focus on bringing you the best insight

Expertly planned itineraries - carefully thought out to follow a theme

Excellent value — we include all local transport, meals, and on most tours
wine at dinner, no passing around a hat for tips as these are all included

Individuality - we never treat you like a number, make you wear a badge
or wave an umbrella at you

Expert service - our team are on hand to support, before, during and after
your tour

O 010 0010 0

ACTIVITY LEVEL RATINGS EXPLAINED

We have designed a grading system to help you understand how strenuous or relaxed your
tour is likely to be. The levels are determined by components that make up a tour, such as
distance and terrain walked, the driving distances covered and each day’s length — from the
moment you leave the hotel to your return.

Level 1 - Gentle A tour that is determined as gentle will have a relaxed pace, with little walking
®O000 and less exertion where travel and day length are concerned.

Level 2 - Light On light tours, anticipate mild walking with a mostly relaxed pace. There will be
®0000 more visits and travelling than on our gentle tours, but not by much.

Level 3 - Moderate A decent level of fitness is required for our moderate tours. There could be

00000 walking between sites, more standing and more travelling to encounter.
Level 4 - Active If you choose an active tour, come prepared for longer days — and ones that fit
00000 more in. More walking, bigger distances covered and more energy!

Level 5 - Challenging For challenging tours, you'll need to be physically fit. Days could include long
00000 drives, hikes and multiple visits, meaning they'll be lengthy and tiring.

Look out for this panel on all our tour pages Activity Level OOOOO

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 5



With us, travel solo but not alone

Travel takes us out of our comfort zones and inspires us to see, taste and try new things. It constantly challenges
us, not only to adapt to and explore new surroundings, but also to engage with different people, to embrace
adventures as they come and to share new and meaningful experiences. It can be daunting when travelling alone
but with Andante Travels, you are never alone unless you choose to be.

6  To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715



A COMPANIONABLE EXPERIENCE

Our tours are inclusive, informal and fun and Andante guests are some of the most
interesting people you could care to meet. Travelling in a party of people who share your
interests is an enriching experience. Friendships are quickly formed — and some last for
decades with guests meeting up long after their tour has returned and arranging to travel
together on future adventures.

As part of an Andante escorted tour, you will have the reassurance that our tour staff are

very much part of the group. Unlike some guides who only engage when leading and make
themselves scarce as soon as the opportunity arises, Andante staff are with you every step of
the way, sharing the same experiences, enjoying the same meals (and often the same tipple at
the bar), and laughing at the same absurdities that can happen on tour (a tortoise holding up the
bus springs to mind!). Meal times are therefore never solitary, evenings are never dull and our
tours are delightfully companionable. Regardless of whether you are travelling with friends, with
a partner or solo, rest assured you'll be at the heart of it all with Andante.

YOUR TOUR AND YOUR EXPERIENCE

We may travel as a group but we always respect the individual. There is no badge-wearing,
roll-calling, umbrella-waving or whistle-blowing on Andante tours. And, wherever possible, we
build time into our site visits to allow our guests the freedom to explore and make discoveries
of their own. So, if you want to spend some time sketching, writing, meditating on a mosaic
or settling down for a chat and a coffee with new friends, we are the travel company for you.
Choose to explore incredible sites in the company of our expert guides and you'll see that our
tours are well suited to solo travellers.

€€ ..one of the things we love about Andante is the rest of the tour group.
You seem to attract a very compatible and engaging group of people who
get along very well and also contribute greatly to the discussions. »”

SO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT PLACES

Over half of our guests travel solo and many of them tell us that single supplements across
the travel industry, including ours, are sometimes too high. They feel disadvantaged for
travelling alone. We listened, and we negotiated over 150 places on a selection of our tours
in 2025 with S0 single supplement and we still have a few left on selected tours next year to
take advantage of.

What'’s more, we offer double rooms (for sole use) as standard for our solo travellers

so you will never be stuck in a room with just a single bed in a distant corner of a hotel.
And our Tour Managers are experts in supporting solo travellers on the road. This is all
part of our commitment to become the very best special interest travel company

for solo guests. Look out for the sticker on these tour pages. IR CBAI0 2RV 12N 0k
PLACES AVAILABLE

Pompeii, Herculaneum & Classical Campania
Departing: 5th May & 29th September - page 16

Romans on the Bay of Naples

Departing: 20th October & 3rd November -
page 22

Puglia & Basilicata

Departing: 23rd September - page 28

The Samnites

Departing: 26th April & 15th October - page 30
Athens

Departing: 6th November - page 46

The Ancient Argolid

Departing: 2Ist October - page 48

Cave Art of the Dordogne

Departing: 9th September - page 74

Berlin - Beyond the Wall
Departing: 4th December - page 78

Rock Art of Portugal & Spain
Departing: 19th May - page 82

The Romans in Algeria

Departing: 23rd November - page 98
Armenia & Georgia

Departing: 2nd October - page 130
Uzbekistan

Departing: 12th September - page 132
Mongolia

Departing: 25th June - page 134
Archaeology & Wildlife

of the Pembrokeshire Coast
Departing: 21st May - page 153
Cruising the Seine

Departing: 2nd April - page 156

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Benefit from expert knowledge
to enhance your tour

What makes an Andante Travels tour a cut above the rest? One of the main reasons is our expert Guide
Lecturers. They are not just guest speakers who rely on local guides to point the way. Our outstanding team
of engaging presenters will lead you through the sites you see, focusing on the detailed indicators of the

past, explaining how things work and what a miracle of human ingenuity they represent. And they are your
travelling companion, part of the group, there at all times to join in the laughter and chat, your expert on hand
to converse with and put those all-important questions to. Guests who travel with us frequently tell us that it
is not only the high quality of guiding they receive but also the informality and easiness of travelling with an
Andante lecturer which keeps them coming back.

€€Ex ellent academic content and site visits
and a very friendly group. »” -

i

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715



Oliver Gilkes

One of our longest-standing Guide Lecturers,
Oliver has worked as a field and museum
archaeologist in the UK, Albania and Italy.

Join Oliver on The Samnites p30, Imperial Majesty
in Ravenna & Venice p38, Macedonia p60 and on
our new Albania tour p92.

Dr Jamie Sewell

Dr Jamie Sewell has fifteen years’ experience
supervising excavations in Britain, Germany,
Romania and Italy, including Pompeii. Join
Jamie on our Pompeii, Herculaneum & Classical
Campania tour pl6, our new Rome tour p20,
Classical Sicily p32 and Tunisia - North & South
p104.

Dr Paul Bahn

Dr Paul Bahn is the leading expert on prehistoric
rock art worldwide, and is certainly one of our
best-known archaeologists. In 2025 you can join
Paul on our Cave Art of the Dodogne tour p74,
Rock Art of Spain & Portugal p82, and our unique
tours to Brazil - Rock Art & the Pantanal p138 and
Chile & Easter Island p142.

Dr Eireann Marshall

,‘hﬂ' =, -. ot =
A previous Wanderlust World Guide Awards-
winner, Eireann is set to lead several of our
tours in 2025 including Puglia & Basilicata p28,
Archaeology in the Heart of Italy p34, Lake Garda
& the Cities of Veneto p42, The Archaeology of
Roman Istria p86, Morocco & Andalucia p102 and
Carthage & Roman Tunisia p106.

Dr Christina Hatzimichael-Whitley

Dr Christina Hatzimichael-Whitley is a lecturer

at Cardiff University, where she teaches Greek
art and archaeology. You can Join her on The
Ancient Argolid p48, The Peloponnese p50, Crete
& Santorini p52, Macedonia p56 and Wild Thrace
pé2.

Thime  Jo TSRS i
Winner of the Wanderlust World Guide
Award - History & Culture 2023, John has
worked extensively in the field in Europe as
an archaeologist. Join John on our Pompeii,
Herculaneum & Classical Campania tour p16,
our new Rome tour p20, Romans on the Bay of
Naples p22, Hidden Paris p66, and on our cruises.

_.._._."‘ " i o

Terry Richardson

Terry has a background in Ancient History and
Classical Civilisations, is the author of several
Rough Guide publications, and has also written
about Turkey and Istanbul for Wanderlust, the
Daily Telegraph and The Guardian. Join him on
our Byzantium & Ottoman Island tour p122 and
Turkey: from Catal Huyuk to Gobekli Tepe p124.

Tony O'Connor

A specialist in the Roman Empire and an
archaeologist with extensive field experience, join
Tony on our Pompeii tour pl6, Classical Sicily p32,
Imperial Majesty in Ravenna & Venice p36, Lake
Garda & The Cities of Veneto p38, The Romans

in Algeria p98, Tunisia - North & South p104 &
Carthage & Roman Tunisia p106.

Lucia Gahlin

A specialist in the archaeology of ancient Egypt,
Lucia has been leading tours to this country

for over 20 years. You can join her on our new
Egypt - New Museums & Discoveries tour p108,
Egypt - Highlights & Discoveries p112 and Egypt
Encompassed pl14, to discover the archaeology of
this great civilisation.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 9



Andante value
so much included

The price you pay for your Andante Travels tour offers excellent value for money. Most aspects of your tour are included,
covering everything from entry to all sites mentioned in the itinerary and all local transport to tips and treats. More often than
not, wine is also included with dinner. Consequently, the only additional expenses you may need to budget for during your
holiday are souvenirs and drinks at the bar.

If you require assistance with official form-filling or advice on what to pack, our friendly team is always available to help from the
office. While you are on holiday, our Tour Manager is there to assist you, whether it's a quick phone call or just a short distance
away. With round-the-clock support from our operations team, we are ready to provide practical assistance at every stage of
your tour.

tips for local staff, domestic flights where appropriate and, on most of our tours, all meals which often include wine
with dinner. It’s all covered so you can simply relax and enjoy your tour.

INSIDER KNOWLEDGE

We know the destinations and sites we visit inside and out, which enables us to create the most in-depth, all-
encompassing, and immersive tours possible for our guests. We know the best way to get you there, the most
effective routes to travel around and how to make your time on site as memorable and worthwhile as it can be.

NO STONE IS LEFT UNTURNED TO ENSURE YOU-RECEIVE THE MOST INCLUSIVE HOLIDAY
We make sure that we have included as much as possible in the cost of your holiday. From guides and entrance fees,

Most of our tours are limited to 18 guests, which means that you get the chance to get up close and personal to those
things you've only ever read about or seen on TV or film.

Hgogf SMALL GROUPS MEAN MORE ATTENTION
THE BEST GUIDE LECTURERS, TOUR MANAGERS AND LOCAL GUIDES

o)
M Every tour with Andante Travels is accompanied by a Guide Lecturer and a Tour Manager. Often you will be further
ﬂ-*-k joined by a local guide who adds an element of local flavour to the expertise from your Guide Lecturer. This means
that you are never short of someone who will help you satisfy your curiosity.

é é KEEPING CLOSE TO OUR SITES

All our accommodation is carefully chosen to help you get the most out of your tour. Location is key as we want to be
close to the sites we visit and keep travelling between them to a minimum. Your accommodation costs are all included
in the price of your holiday; however if you do fancy that extra bit of luxury, do contact us and we will be pleased to
advise on room upgrades.

DINE WITH US

We know how important a good meal is whilst you are enjoying your holiday, so we have made sure that the majority
of your meals are included in the price. Dinner is often taken at a local restaurant and most evening meals include wine.

10 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715



To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

n



New adventures in 2025
with Andante Travels

As we look ahead to 2025, the ancient world is set to offer even more exciting and unique experiences. From
exploring history’s treasures to venturing beyond the expected, the upcoming year promises to be filled with
unforgettable journeys. At Andante Travels, we're excited to introduce new tours in our 2025 collection. Egypt —
New Museums & Discoveries, Rome - the perfect introduction to the ‘Eternal City, Sicily & the Aeolian Islands,
on which we explore the archaeology of the UNESCO-listed Aeolian Islands, and Roman Provence, where idyllic
landscapes are home to Europe’s finest Roman remains.

-

SICILY & THE AEOLIAN ISLANDS
Departing: 27th May 2025

As far back as we can trace, Sicily was an island that numerous peoples Sicels,
Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Normans, Germans, French,
Spanish, Bourbons—flocked to and fought for. The variety of historical
cultures on this sun-soaked island is unmatched in the Mediterranean. There
is so much to see here, this new tour provides an opportunity to visit some
of the less frequented sites on, or just off, the shores of this beautiful island
See page 26

12 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

ROMAN PROVENCE

Departing: 20th October 2025

The idyllic landscapes of Provence are home to some of Europe’s finest
Roman remains. We discover ancient ruins and magnificent temples, so
unspoiled, it's been suggested that the Romans never left this province.
Explore two of the best-preserved monuments in Europe — the Maison
Carreé in Nimes and the theatre of Orange, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, as well as less well known sites like the Gallo-Roman town of Glanum
set in the rocks of Les Alpilles. See page 68



ROME
Departing: 25th April & st November 2025

Rome is one of the most charismatic and engaging of the great cities of the world and this tour is the
perfect introduction to the ‘Eternal City’ in the company of archaeologists and historians who will bring
to life the triumphs, tragedies and political intrigue that characterised the Roman Empire. See page 20

PREHISTORIC ITALY
Departing: 31st May 2025
Throughout history, the fertile (and beautiful) Val Camonica valleys were an important route through

= the Italian Alps connecting northern and southern Europe. These Alpine valleys also hold one of the

largest collections of Prehistoric rock art in the world - Italy’s first World Heritage Site. See page 24

FRONTIER LANDS OF ROMANIA
Departing: 13th September 2025

Romania offers a fascinating and under-explored historical narrative which is uncovered by its
photogenic and diverse remains. This is a unique tour covering Greek colonies, notably the ancient
city of Tomis, on the Black Sea, the Roman ruins, as well as the world famous Bran Castle. See page 88

ALBANIA
Departing: 19th April & 1st September 2025

Albania holds an array of splendours set in a dramatic scenery of mountains, deep blue seas and wide
plains but perhaps the most important element of this tour is Oliver Gilkes, who started working here
just after the fall of the old regime. See page 92

MOROCCO: TANGIER TO MARRAKESH

; Departing: 12th December 2025

Morocco is known as the ‘Maghreb el-Agsa, the land of the further west, encircled by three great seas
and tucked in at the corner of Africa. This tour programme focuses on the legacy of the medieval
dynasties of Morocco and its Imperial Cities on a journey which extends from the northern tip of the
country at Tangiers to the borders of the desert at Marrakesh in the south. Page 100

EGYPT - NEW MUSEUMS AND DISCOVERIES
Departing: 25th March 2025

Archaeology in Egypt is seeing another Golden Age, this time led by local Egyptians themselves. This tour
focuses on the new discoveries in Sagqara to the newly renovated Greco Romano Museum in Alexandria
and the long-awaited, much anticipated brand new Grand Egyptian Museum at Giza. See page 108

MONGOLIA

Departing: 24th June 2025

Experience Mongolia's ancient history and breathtaking landscapes. Visit burial sites, legendary cities,

and Bronze Age relics. Discover the Mongol Empire's fortresses and immerse yourself in nomadic culture.
Explore the wild beauty of rural Mongolia and encounter the Flaming Cliffs. You can also add an optional
Naadam Festival extension. Page 134

ANTIQUITY OF THE AEGEAN

Departing: 29th May & 9th October 2025

The Aegean has been the setting for so much in mythology and history from the Bronze Age, through
the Minoan and Mycenaean civilisations, to Classical Greece and Ancient Rome and onwards to the
Byzantine age. This wonderfully encompassing cruise arcs across the Aegean just as it spans through the
rich history of the Greek Mediterranean. Page 164

€€ A stand-out, 5-star experience; thank you to everybody involved in putting this together. »

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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€€ Excellent. | thoroughly enjoyed visiting sites

that were not busy and gave us the time to -
look around them at our own pace , ’

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Italy

It is not an exaggeration to say that the peninsula of Italy, shaped as it is by its vast
history, is crawling with world-class sites and monuments. Here, we find the haunting
site of Pompeii, the Valley of the Temples, the phenomenal remains in the city of
Rome and much, much more. Our Italy portfolio has expanded over the years, and
we are proud to present our full — and possibly largest — collection of itineraries that
can take you there in 2025.

What is staggering about Italy’s cultural remains is not just the sheer number of
them — 53 cultural World Heritage Sites and 31 tentative World Heritage Sites — but
the wonderful variety. From the white-tipped peaks of the Dolomites to the orange
groves at the foot of Mount Etna, this destination offers a unique insight into our
cultural past, not just because it is the homeland of the Eternal City but because

it hosts such a rich collection of archaeological sites, including the world-famous,
utterly breathtaking Vesuvian towns.

Southern Italy, called Magna Graecia by the Romans, was once one of the most
affluent parts of ancient Greece, conquered by the Normans and later ruled by

an Islamic Caliphate. As a result, it is home to some of the most awesome Greek
Temples and impressive Norman castles in the world. Sardinia and Sicily, two of the
largest islands in the Mediterranean, traded with and were colonised by peoples
from all over southern Europe and North Africa, and are blessed with a plethora

of extraordinary Neolithic and Bronze Age sites as well as Phoenician settlements,
giving rise to the culturally rich havens that they are today.

Moreover, Italy has been indelibly influenced by that city on the Tiber, which was
the epicentre of an empire that encompassed all of the Mediterranean, as well as a
third of the world’s population at the time. For its centrality to Christianity, Rome
can still lay claim being called the Caput Mundi and nowhere is this more felt than in
Italian cities, which were nearly all shaped in the Roman period and reinvigorated in
the Medieval and Renaissance, which sought, above all, to emulate Rome. It is for the
splendour of its medieval cityscapes and richness of its Renaissance architecture that
central and northern Italy is justly famous. It is here that artists, trying to go back to
Roman aesthetics, produced those uniquely exquisite frescoes that adorn churches
and palazzi, as well as canvases that grace a multitude of museums.

Explore the recently excavated House of the Leda or the newly opened Regio V in
< Pompeii
-

T Spend four nights on Lipari while exploring the archaeology of the UNESCO-listed
[ Acolian Islands

.0) Enjoy a private visit to the 15th-century Biblioteca Marciana, famed for its collection
of Byzantine manuscripts
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Pompeii, Herculaneum & Classical Campania

New discoveries at Pompeii included

S0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

8 DAYS FROM $4,070pp PLACES AVAILABLE

Nowhere in the world gives deeper insight into Roman life than the dramatic seaside towns of
Pompeii and Herculaneum. Before the cataclysmic eruption of Vesuvius these were thriving,
lively seaside towns.

Pompeii, a trading town equipped with many bars, shops and brothels, while neighbouring
Herculaneum was an affluent and elegant town. All this came to an abrupt halt, however, one
autumnal day in AD 79, when Vesuvius - which had done little more than rumble for years -
erupted with incredible force.

Two thousand years later, the sites of the Bay of Naples confront the modern visitor with a
vivid, haunting immediacy like nothing else in the ancient world. In some cases we even know
the names, professions and personal histories of the people who owned the villas and shops
we visit. The preservation of Herculaneum, Pompeii and its surrounding sites is remarkable
and the archaeology beyond compare, which is why we have been leading tours here for over
30 years. And this is an exciting time for visitors as new discoveries are being made and new
houses opened. Walk with us as the Romans did, from amphitheatre to baths to forum, as our
Guide Lecturer conjures an evocative picture of the everyday life of these prosperous Roman
towns.

16 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Enjoy visits to off the beaten track villas at Stabiae

Private access to the Cave of Sejanus (Grotta di Seiano) and the adjoining
Villa of Pausilypon with its dramatic coastal views

Explore the newly excavated House of the Leda and other newly opened houses

Day One | Naples - Cava de’ Tirreni

Meet the group at Naples Airport or at our hotel in
Cava de’ Tirreni.

Day Two | Cava de’ Tirreni - Paestum

Our day begins with a visit to the fascinating site
at Paestum, ancient Poseidonia. Long before the
Romans came, this was a thriving Greek city that
was part of greater Greece from the 6th century
BC. After lunch, we visit the Paestum Museum,
famed for its archaic metopes and its painted
tombs. We will also be able to visit the magnificent
Store Rooms of Paestum.

Images: Ancient fresco, Faun statue at Pompeii, Pozzuoli and Paestum

Day Three | Pompeii

We devote the entire day to Pompeii. No other site
compares in revealing details of daily life in a Roman
town. We visit some of the most well-preserved
buildings as well as an amphitheatre, theatre, forum,
bath-houses, bars and even brothels. Fountains in
the street are worn from where countless people
rested their hands to take a drink and Roman graffiti
can still be seen on the walls. Travelling via the best
routes to avoid the crowds, we visit some houses
that are newly reopened to the public.

Day Four | Naples - Pozzuoli

Our first visit of the day is to the fabulous National
Archaeological Museum in Naples, home to
exceptional collections of artefacts. After lunch,
we move on to Pozzuoli and visit one of the
world’s most impressive amphitheatres. Later, we

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Dr Jamie Sewell

An author of books and articles
on the archaeology of towns

in Hellenistic Italy, Jamie has

15 years’ worth of experience
supervising excavations in Britain,
Germany, Italy and Romania. Join Jamie on our 7th
April departure.

Tony O'Connor

A specialist in the Roman Empire,
Tony has excavated widely across
Britain, Europe and North Africa.
He first led a tour for Andante
over 10 years ago and he just gets
better and better! Join Tony on
our 28th April departure.

Tony Wilmott

Senior Archaeologist with

Historic England, Tony has

directed many excavations, and
published several books and

many articles in archaeological
journals. He specializes in the
Roman periods, with a particular
interest in the Roman military.

Join Tony on our 5th May departure.

Dr Gillian Shepherd
Director of the Trendall Center
for Ancient Mediterranean
Studies at La Trobe in Australia,
Gillian specialises in the Greek
colonisation of Italy and Sicily.
She is especially interested in the
historiography of colonisation.
Join Gillian on our 15th September departure.

John Shepherd #

Q
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Winner of the Wanderlust World
Guide Award - History & Culture
2023, John has worked extensively
in the field in Europe as an
archaeologist, including France,
Italy and Bulgaria. Join John on our
29th September departure.

Diana Blumberg

Diana Blumberg is an
archaeological scientist who
specialises in the analysis of
archaeological materials. She has
worked on archaeological field
schools in both Pompeii and
Portus (the latter being one of
the harbours of ancient Rome).
Join Diana on our 6th October departure.
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are granted private access to the Cave of Sejanus,
an impressive tunnel dating to the age of Augustus,
which gives access to the lovely seaside villa of
Pausilypon. During our visit here, we can see a
theatre and odeon, built at a later date.

Day Five | Stabiae

Go off the beaten track today to the villas of
Stabiae, an exclusive Roman resort for the

very wealthy. The vast Villa San Marco, with its
swimming pool and bath complex, is one of the
most opulent along this coast and it remains very
impressive in its scale. Subject to renovations being
completed, we hope to visit the Villa Arianna,

Continued...

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715



€€ it was my first tour - and it was fascinating, fun, a great pace,
easy, delicious, comfortable... | was really delighted with it all...
we laughed and we learnt »”
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with its wonderful frescoes and fabulous views
over the Bay of Naples. After lunch we visit the
Archaeological Museum of Castellammare di
Stabia Libero D’Orsi which opened in September
2020 specifically for the exhibition of the many
important items found in the region of Stabia.
There are a large number of finds on display, some
never before exhibited in Italy, including frescoes,
inlaid floors, stuccoes, sculptures and tableware.

Day Six | Herculaneum

This morning we head to Herculaneum, which
perfectly complements a visit to Pompeii. This
seaside city was buried to a significantly greater
depth than Pompeii — under 23 metres of
pyroclastic to be exact — perfectly preserving
every-day objects as well as houses up to their
rooftops. In addition to the site, we explore
the Antiquarium, newly opened after 44 years,
and which houses precious articles found along
Herculaneum’s sea front, including a well-
preserved boat. after lunch we visit Boscoreale
where we visit the Villa Regina, discovered in
the late 20th century while digging for the
foundations of council housing. In contrast to
the opulent villas we have seen on other days,
this is a modest small holding which provides
us with evidence of how ordinary people lived.

Image: Villa San Marco, Stabiae & Herculaneum interior
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Regio IX Excavations in Pompeii

The Great Pompeii Project was initiated in 2012 with the intention of better conserving the
archaeological site of Pompeii. A major threat to its security is the embankments of unexcavated
areas that are next to those already excavated. Addressing the water damage and associated
erosion of these has been identified as a priority in preserving the site and making as much of it

as accessible as possible. The more usual restoration of already excavated houses, including their
decoration, is included in the work of the project so that a greater number of buildings in the site of
Pompeii are safe to be explored by the two million people who visit it each year. The Project’s focus
on Regio IX in recent years has brought to light exciting finds and at the same time shown how an
interdisciplinary approach has given a new dimension to our understanding of life in Pompeii at the
time of the eruption as well as of the eruption itself. Among these finds are three skeletons, whose
manner of death is as gruesome as the initial evidence might suggest but in a surprising way; a
domus from the Samnite period, repurposed into a bakery, which has shown us a small detail about
how the Pompeian’s were experts at reusing and recycling materials; seismological evidence that
confirms to modern volcanologists the accuracy of the account written by the eye-witness Pliny the
Younger for his friend, the historian, Tacitus.

Boscoreale is a locality north of Pompeii located
on the slopes of Vesuvius, identified by some
with the Pagus Augustus Felix Suburbanus .

With the inauguration of the Great Pompeii, in
October 2023, the Antiquarium of Boscoreale
was reopened with a room dedicated to the
excavations underway in the suburban villa of
Civita Giuliana, with the ceremonial chariot found
there in 2021.

Day Seven | Vesuvius - Oplontis

Today, we ascend to the great volcanic crater of
Vesuvius. The majority of our journey will be by
bus, but the final part requires a short walk, which
will be well worth the effort. The walk starts at
Monte Somma, the crater of the AD 79 eruption,
where we grasp the scale of it. After the ascent

Image: Herculaneum

and peering into the crater being forged since the
ancient eruption, you will see fumaroles and the
layers of previous eruptions, while walking around
the perimeter of the crater affords magnificent
views over the Bay of Naples. On good days, you
can even make out Pompeii. After lunch, we will
continue on to the impressive villa at Oplontis,
which boasts sumptuous frescoes, a bath complex,
an enormous swimming pool, and interesting
slave quarters. This villa was supposedly owned
by Emperor Nero and was both destroyed and
subsequently preserved by Vesuvius’ eruption.

Day Eight | Cava de’ Tirreni - Naples
After breakfast we transfer to Naples Airport to
make our independent onward journeys.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel
e Alllocal transport

Accommodation

» Accommodation in the Hotel Scapolatiello or
similar

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 7 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

7th Apr - 14th Apr  $4,255 $370
28th Apr - 5thMay ~ $4,255 $370

5th - 12th May $4,320 5376 S0
15th - 22nd Sep $4,350 $370
29th Sep - 6th Oct 54356 $4,070 5376 S0
6th Oct - 13th Oct  $4,350 $370

Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/apom

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 19
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The Eternal City

7 DAYS FROM $5,340pp Activity Level @@ @00 i~

Rome is one of the most charismatic and engaging of the great cities of the world, her
monuments an omnipresent testament to a past in which she controlled an Empire reaching
from Scotland to Syria. Surprisingly, it is also an intimate city - the historic centre is small, and it
is easy to understand based on the ancient layout. This tour is the perfect introduction to the
‘Eternal City’ in the company of archaeologist and historians who will bring to life the triumphs,
tragedies and political intrigue that characterised the Roman Empire. We stay at the Albergo
Santa Chiara in the very heart of the ancient city, situated directly behind the Pantheon, the
perfect base for exploring Rome. It has been privately owned by the Corteggiani family since
1838 and consequently retains a feel of personal warmth and friendliness.

Explore the underground ruins of Nero’s infamous Golden House, a revolution in
architecture and luxurious design

Walk along the Appian Way, visiting the Villa of the Quintili and the Circus of
Maxentius

Discover two important sites outside the city centre — the port of Ostia and Hadrian’s
Palace at Tivoli

20 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 Images top to bottom: Colosseum & Arch of Constantine



Day One | Rome
Meet the group at our hotel in Rome.

Day Two | Forum & Colosseum

This morning, we shall start at the Imperial Fora
with the famous monument of Trajan’s Column and
proceed from there through the Forum Romanun
the political heart of the city and empire, a site of
profound historical events such as the Gracchi riots
and Caesar’s funeral. We continue to the Palatine
to visit the ruins of the Imperial palaces and in

the afternoon we will explore the Colosseum, the
iconic Flavian Amphitheatre — the largest of its type
ever constructed. We end the day at the adjacent
decorative Arch of Constantine

Day Three | The Appian Way

Today we drive to the Appian Way and visit some
of the villas of the senatorial aristocracy found
there. Here we will see the vast suburban estate
of the Quintili, so sumptuous that the emperor
Commodus executed its owners and confiscated
it. We proceed to the equally extensive Villa of
the Emperor Maxentius built as a dynastic centre
for his family. It includes the palace/villa, a chariot
racing circus and large mausoleum. We will focus on
the well-preserved Circus which includes starting
gates. In the afternoon we will visit another huge
imperial project, the Baths of Caracalla, capable of
accommodating thousands at a time.

Day Four | Domus Aurea & Celian Hill

This morning we visit the legendary Golden House
which the Emperor Nero built after the great fire of
Rome as a rus in urbe, a countryside in the city, and
as such included artificial lakes, fountains, vineyards.
The megalomaniac building was eventually
demolished by his successors and can now only be
visited at certain times, in groups, where its ongoing
restoration can be viewed. We continue to the
extraordinary church of San Clemente to discover
its underground surprises and the Domus Romane
Del Celio, Roman houses which date from the 2nd
century. Later we also visit the Parco Archeologico
del Celio which opened recently. The museum
houses the remaining fragments of the Forma

Urbis Romae, the giant marble map of ancient
Rome engraved in the 3rd century during the reign
of Emperor Septimius Severus. The last time the
remains of the ancient map were seen by the public

Images top to bottom: Ara Pacis, Palatine & Ostia Antica

was a century ago when they were on display in
the garden of the Palazzo dei Conservatori on the
Capitoline Hill.

Day Five | Tivoli

We leave the city and make the short drive to
Tivoli where the Emperor Hadrian chose to build
his palace. Hadrian’s Villa which sprawls across the
rolling countryside at the foot of the hills below
the town of Tivoli. Beginning around AD 117 Hadrian
took a small family villa owned by his wife and
added on a whole series of grand pavilions, many
of them modelled after places he had seen on his
travels around the empire. The complex ended

up larger than most Roman cities. We visit the
town this afternoon and pay a visit to the great
16th century Villa D’Este. Built by Cardinal Ippolito
D’Este, the son of Lucrezia Borgia and a major figure
in the church politics of the era.

Day Six | Field Of Mars & Ara Pacis

This morning we take a walk through part of the
Field of Mars, originally an open area lying just
outside Romess earliest defences. It was used

first as a training area and for meetings of public
assemblies, then gradually monumentalised to
provide a new zone of civic buildings to serve
Rome’s growing population. Later we visit the

Ara Pacis, an altar commissioned by the Roman
Senate to honour the return of Augustus after his
campaigns in Gaul. The afternoon is free to spend
as you wish.

Day Seven | Rome

On our final day we shall leave Rome and travel to
Ostia Antica, the ancient harbour city of Rome
close to the mouth of the Tiber. Originally Rome’s
first colony, it became a thriving port, handling
the transhipment of goods and foodstuffs from
sea going vessels to river barges in new harbours
provided by Claudius and Trajan. Ostia still has
the atmosphere of a seaport, with its docks,
warehouses, apartment blocks, theatre and temples
to a range of foreign and Roman deities. It is well-
preserved, thanks to rising water levels in the late
Roman period and lack of subsequent building,
and it has been extensively excavated. From Ostia,
we continue to make our independent onward
journeys.
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YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Dr Jamie Sewell

An author of books and articles
on the archaeology of towns

in Hellenistic Italy, Jamie has

15 years’ worth of experience
supervising excavations in Britain,
Germany, Italy and Romania. Join Jamie
on our 25th April departure.

John Shepherd

Winner of the Wanderlust

World Guide Award - History &
Culture 2023, John has worked
extensively in the field in Europe

as an archaeologist, including

France, Italy and Bulgaria. Join

John on our 1st November departure.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

¢ Alllocal transport

Accommodation

* Accommodation in the Albergo Santa Chiara

Culinary inclusions

6 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 6 dinners

o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
25th Apr-1stMay 55626 $5340  $550
Ist - 7th Nov 55736  $5450  $550
Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit

andantetravels.com/arme

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715



Romans on the Bay of Naples

New discoveries and highlights in the shadow of Vesuvius

8 DAYS FROM $3,740pp 20 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT IRtV YN ete

The extraordinary Roman sites in the Bay of Naples have undergone an incredible regeneration
in recent years. This beautiful stretch of coast, which was developed in the Roman era by elites
and emperors in search of leisure, has witnessed exciting new archaeological activities, as well
as an unprecedented number of newly opened sites. While much attention has been given

to the wonderful new excavations of Pompeii, much less has been said about the opening of
new sections of Herculaneum, the opening of Roman sites in Positano and Boscoreale, and
the excavations taking place in Terzigno and Somma Vesuviana. This tour offers a fresh take of
Romans in the Bay of Naples, taking into consideration these new discoveries and sites, and
offering an up-to-date examination of this prosperous and beautiful part of the ancient world.
There has never been a better time to visit the towns in the shadow of Vesuvius with the
advantage of it being a less crowded time of year.

recently been opened to the public. After lunch,
we travel down the Amalfi Coast to Amalfi to
explore the Cathedral of St. Andrew first built in
the 9th century and which is a mixture of different
styles from its Arabic-Norman beginnings to

the Renaissance and Baroque. The cathedral has
magnificent bronze doors from the 1ith century,
the earliest in Italy after the Roman period, and a
wonderful Romanesque campanile decorated with
Majolica tiles and interlacing arches. We proceed to
the Arabic style 13th century Cloister of Paradise
which has a wonderful peristyle, as well as 13th
century frescoes.

Day One | Naples - Cava de Tirreni

Meet the group at Naples Airport or at our hotel in
Cava de’ Tirreni.

Day Two | Positano & Amalfi

This morning we drive to Positano, where we visit
the Roman Villa and museum, with its dazzling
frescoes. Discovered under the church of Santa
Maria Assunta, this villa maritima, one of many
opulent coastal villas built along the Bay of Naples,
may have been owned by the gladiator Posides
who was a slave freed by the emperor Claudius.
After a period of restoration, the villa has only

22 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Positano

Day Three | Pompeii

We devote the entire day to Pompeii. No site
compares in revealing the details of daily life in a
Roman town. We visit some of the most well-
preserved buildings as well as an amphitheatre,
theatre, forum, bath-houses, bars, and brothels.
Fountains in the street are worn where countless
people rested their hands to take a drink and
Roman graffiti still marks the walls. Travelling via the
best routes to avoid crowds, we visit several villas
that are newly reopened to the public.

Image: A mosaic in Herculaneum & Abbey of Cava de Tirreni



Examine the newly opened Regio V in Pompeii

Explore the newly opened Roman Villa at Positano, with its wonderful frescoes

newly excavated villas

Visit the newly opened Museum at Terzigno, which houses incredible remains of

Day Four | Naples

We start the day with a visit to the fabulous
Museum of Archaeology in Naples, which exhibits
the precious frescoes and mosaics discovered in the
Vesuvian towns, including the Alexander Mosaic
and the paintings of Sappho and the Pompeii riot.
The western wing has recently re-opened following
a decades long renovation project and showcases
hundreds of previously stored finds from key

sites in Campania. After lunch we explore two
fascinating sites in Naples. Our first visit is to the
church of Santa Chiara, burial place of the Angevin
kings, and Bourbon dynasty where we admire

the cloisters with their magnificent 18th century
majolica tiles. Next, we visit San Lorenzo Maggiore
founded in the late 13th century as a Franciscan
church on the site of the site of the basilica
(covered hall) of the Roman Forum.

Day Five | Baia & Pozzuoli

We enjoy a morning of Roman waterworks,
beginning with a visit to the amazing Piscina
Mirabilis - a huge cistern which stored water for
the fleet stationed in the harbour at Misenum.
We continue to Baia, terraced into the side of an
extinct volcanic crater, and developed entirely in
the Roman period to cater to the desires of the
super-rich who built enormous villas in order to
take advantage of thermal springs. We visit the
Archaeological Park where the imperial family built
an enormous thermal and palatial complex. After
lunch, we venture to the Flavian amphitheatre

in Pozzuoli, one of the largest amphitheatres

in the ancient world. Here we will explore the
best-preserved service rooms of any extant
amphitheatre.

Day Six | Herculaneum, Boscoreale &
Terzigno

Today we visit Herculaneum, sealed by 23 metres
of pyroclastic flow from the same eruption
which buried Pompeii. The nature of the eruption
has meant that organic materials have survived,
making this a more poignant site than Pompeii:
here we see a wonderfully preserved wine shop,

Images top to bottom: Flavian Amphitheatre, Abbey of Cava de Tirreni & Cloister of Paradise

the stunning House of the Stags with its pergola
overlooking the sea and many fragments which
attest to the everyday life in this upmarket city.
There has never been a better time to visit the
site, as two new museums have recently opened,
as well as the House of the Bicentenary opened
for the first time after decades. After an included
lunch in Herculaneum, we visit Boscoreale where
we visit the Villa Regina, discovered in the late
20th century while digging for the foundations

of council housing. In contrast to the opulent
villas we have seen on other days, this is a modest
small holding which provides us with evidence of
how ordinary people lived. We then head to the
Museum of Archaeology at Terzigno, which houses
precious remains and frescoes of 3 ancient farms
destroyed by the AD 79 earthquake and excavated
only recently.

Day Seven | Villa Sora & Somma Vesuviana

Today we go off-the-beaten-track to the villas of
Stabiae, an exclusive setting for the very wealthiest
and influential of the Roman elite. The vast Villa
San Marco, with its swimming pool and bath
complex, is one of the most opulent along this
coast and still remains very impressive in its scale.
We also visit the Villa Arianna, with its wonderful
frescoes and fabulous views over the Bay of Naples.
After lunch we visit the spectacular villa, often
called Villa Poppaea, at Oplontis. This was only
properly brought to light just 50 years ago and so
the interior decoration is pristine, with so many
excellent wall paintings. The authorities have also
returned some of the artworks to the villa, so it is
possible now to get a better idea of the quality of
the sculptures that decorated this very high-ranking

property.

Day Eight | Cava de Tirreni - Naples

We end our tour with one final private visit to
the extraordinary archives of the Monastery of
the Most Holy Trinity at Cava de Tirreni, which
contains 15,000 parchments dating as early as the
8th century. Later, we transfer to the airport to
make our independent onward journeys.

Culture 2023, John has worked
Tony Wilmott
many articles in archaeological

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES
John Shepherd ﬁ
extensively in the field in Europe g '
as an archaeologist, including
Senior Archaeologist with
Historic England, Tony has
journals. He specializes in the
Roman periods, with a particular interest in the

Winner of the Wanderlust
World Guide Award - History &

France, Italy and Bulgaria. Join John on our 20th
October departure.

directed many excavations, and

published several books and

Roman military. Join Tony on our 3rd November
departure.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation

« Accommodation in the Hotel Scapolatiello or
similar

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 7 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
20th - 27th Oct 54046 $3,830 537650

3rd - 10th Nov 53956 $3740 5376 S0
Save $210pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit

andantetravels.com/arbn

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Prehistoric Italy

Otzi and the Alpine Valleys of Val Camonica
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Throughout history, the fertile (and beautiful) Val Camonica valleys were an important

route through the Italian Alps connecting northern and southern Europe. Prehistorians have
theorised that the continuing movement of peoples and goods, especially during the Bronze
and Iron Ages, gave rise to a dynamic prehistoric society — the history of which is packed into
this ice-scoured landscape of lakes and mountains.

The Alpine valleys of Val Camonica hold one of the largest collections of Prehistoric rock art
in the world - Italy’s first World Heritage Site. From 6,000 years ago — from the Neolithic all
the way through the Roman period — the inhabitants of Val Camonica etched pictures into the
rock. Each depiction is unique, creating a varied and concentrated gallery of prehistoric life:
there are animals, humans, boats, carts, huts - some strung together into narratives - an almost

overwhelming profusion of detail.

Discover Otzi, the Ice Man, the most complete ambassador from the Copper Age, with
all that he was wearing and carrying

Enjoy a morning in Ledro on the scenic shores of the mountain lake as we study the
well preserved remains of a Bronze Age village

in Naquane Park

Explore the prehistoric gallery of over 100,000 rock art depictions at the rock art sites

Day One | Verona or Boario Terme

Meet the group at the airport in Verona or at our
hotel in Boario Terme.

Day Two | Val Camonica

We begin our survey of the extraordinary rock art
with a two-day exploration of Val Camonica. Today
we visit the incredible rock art sites in Naquane
Park, which extends over 14 hectares. The valley is
75kms in length and contains more than 100,000
prehistoric rock art images depicting people,
animals, tools and weapons. We continue with a
visit to the huge Copper Age engraved boulders

at Massi di Cemno. Excavations here uncovered a
significant multi-period sanctuary. In the afternoon,
we spend time in the National Museum of
Prehistory della Val Camonica. Here, we will see a
marvellous collection of statue stelae and a wide
range of finds from decades of excavations in the
valley.

Images top to bottom: Petroglyphs in Val Camonica & Bolzano

Day Three | Val Camonica

This morning, we visit the rock art sites in the
archaeological park of Seradina-Bedolini showing
scenes of hunting, war, magic and agriculture. After
lunch, we contrast art with everyday domestic life
as we view reconstructed prehistoric houses — and
more rock art — at Foppe di Nadro. Here, we can
see a Neolithic hut and also a Rhaetic Iron Age
house, giving a good idea of how the people that
made the rock art lived.

Day Four | Boario Terme - Lake Ledro - Trento
Today we make our way through the foothills of
the Alps to the shores of beautiful Lake Ledro
where a Bronze Age pile dwelling village (known

as a palafitta) was discovered in 1929. We visit the
Pile Dwelling Museum to see the finds from the

site and view its reconstructed houses. Images of
possible prehistoric houses carved in the rocks at
Val Camonica may represent settlements such as

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Tertia Barnett

An archaeologist specialising in
rock art, Tertia runs a research
project exploring Scotland’s
Neolithic rock carvings and

is also an Honorary Fellow at
Edinburgh University.

these. The remarkable finds excavated from the
lake village include baked bread moulded around
heated stones. In the afternoon we continue to
Riva del Garda and La Rocca Museum, where the
exhibits include Copper Age statues.

Day Five | Bolzano & Trento

We drive further into the Alps and visit the South
Tyrol Museum of Archaeology in Bolzano, home

of Otzi, the Ice Man. Scientists and archaeologists
have unravelled (and continue to unravel) the tiniest
details of his life during the Copper Age, 5,000
years ago. His body has yielded information on how
he lived and what he ate, how his tattoos possibly
indicate acupuncture points, how he survived and
how he died. The original artefacts are very well
displayed, along with the excellent reconstructions
and are irresistibly fascinating. After lunch we return
to Trento to visit the magnificent Romanesque
cathedral and the excavations of a Roman street
below one of its piazzas, the Bishop’s Palace.

Day Six | Trento - Verona
We transfer from Trento to the airport in Verona to
make our independent onward journeys.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

* Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

* Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

* Field notes

* All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

* Alllocal transport

Accommodation
e Accommodation in Boario & Trento

Culinary inclusions

e 5 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 5 dinners

o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Twin/Dbl Share  SS
$4,280 $450

Date
31st May - 5th Jun

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/aphi

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Sicily & the Aeolian Islands

Explore unearthed treasures, stunning cities and geographical wonders

Please call or visit our website for pricing details ESIGICTIRIL ol

o

As far back as we can trace, Sicily was an island that numerous civilisations — Sicels, Phoenicians,
Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Normans, Germans, French, Spanish, Bourbons — flocked

to and fought for as a result of its strategic position. Every conquering nation left its indelible
mark on the island, creating a unique mosaic of influences and a treasure trove of ancient
gems, which we uncover on this extensive tour. We also venture out to the Aeolian Islands,

a UNESCO-listed archipelago renowned for its natural beauty, and visit the remains of the
villages once inhabited by their Neolithic settlers.

Day One Catania

Meet the group at either the airport in Catania or
at our hotel in Taormina.

Day Two | Messina

On our first morning, we make our way north to
Messina, a charming harbour city with a rich history,
documented in the Messina Regional Museum.
Housed in a former silk mill, it showcases a wide
range of art and artefacts from ancient, medieval
and modern times. We then cross by hydrofoil to
Villa San Giovanni, located on the mainland, and
make our way to the National Archaeological
Museum of Reggio Calabria. Hosting an extensive
collection of Greek and Roman objects and
significant archaeological finds which range from
ceramics to ancient coins, it is most famous for its
display of the Riace Bronzes.

Day Three | Taormina & Catania

Today we step into an ancient world in Taormina,
beginning with Naumachia, the remains of a Roman
wall that was built in the Ist century BCE which
once surrounded the gymnasium. We then admire
the Greek theatre (originally built in the 3rd century
BC and later renovated by the Romans, with
breathtaking views of the sparkling sea and Mount
Etna), Roman houses, Palazzo Corvaja and the
Roman odeon, a smaller theatre used for musical
performances and poetry readings. This afternoon
we drive to Catania, stopping for refreshment en
route at the lovely coastal town of Giardini Naxos.
Catania is a stunning city on the eastern coast of
Sicily with a UNESCO-listed centre of beautiful
baroque buildings. There is plenty to see in the
main square, including the 18th-century Elephant
Fountain, and the spectacular cathedral.
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Day Four | Taormina - Lipari

We make our way to the coastal town of Milazzo,
where we visit the imposing castle, with its storied
past as a royal residence, military fortress and
prison. Next, we visit the Antiquarium of Milazzo,
a significant archaeological museum which traces
the history of the region, from prehistoric times
through to the Roman era and beyond. The
museum's exhibits include pottery, tools, coins and
more, providing insights into the daily lives and
cultures of the past inhabitants of Milazzo. After
lunch, we sail to Lipari, the largest of the UNESCO-
listed Aeolian Islands, known for its stunning natural
beauty, with rugged coastlines and clear blue
waters.

Day Five | Lipari

We enjoy a day of exploration on Lipari, beginning
with a walk in the upper town. We head to

the Contrada Diana, an archaeological site and
necropolis famous for its extensive archaeological
remains that date back to the Greek and Roman
periods. The centuries-old treasures continue with
Lipari Castle, boasting a once-strategic position
perched high atop a scenic promontory. With
structures dating back to the Bronze Age, it has
been occupied by various civilizations, including

Images top to bottom: Taormina



Aeolian Islands

Spend four nights on Lipari while we explore the archaeology of the UNESCO-listed

Sea

Admire the remarkably beautiful 5th-century Riace Bronzes rescued from the lonian

Etna itself

Discover Catania, ‘the city under the volcano’, with its architecture shaped by Mount

Enjoy a private visit to Cappella Palatina, a glorious mix of architectural styles

the Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Normans and
Spaniards. The complex features the remains of
ancient walls and towers plus the Cathedral of
San Bartolomeo and the Aeolian Archaeological
Museum. The museum's collection spans several
millennia, showcasing items from the Neolithic
period to the Roman era.

Day Six | Salina & Filicudi

We sail to Salina, the archipelago’s second largest
island, and investigate the local archaeology. Our
first visit is to Portella, a prehistoric village that
was only discovered during reconstruction works
to the main road. Afterwards, we continue to

the Rinicedda Neolithic site, which has revealed
numerous well-preserved relics and structures
dating back to around 5000 to 4000 BCE. We

fast forward to the Roman period at the baths

at Contrada Barone. Located in the heart of the
city, our next stop, the Civic Museum at Lingua,
is dedicated to preserving and showcasing the
region’s rich heritage. After lunch we take the ferry
to Filicudi, where we discover a duo of prehistoric
sites; the Bronze Age Montagnola di Capo di
Graziano and the Filo di Braccio site meanwhile
dates back to the Neolithic period and was
discovered in the late 20th century.

Day Seven | Panarea & Stromboli

This morning’s destination is Panarea, the smallest
of the inhabited Aeolian Islands, where we visit
Capo Milazzese. This archaeological site dates
back to the Bronze Age, with excavations revealing
circular huts, pottery and various treasures that
suggest the area was once a thriving settlement.
Weather permitting, we then take a sightseeing
cruise around Stromboli, offering an unforgettable
chance to see one of the world’s most active
volcanoes up close. It has been in almost
continuous eruption for the past 2,000 years, with
its volcanic activity characterised by frequent, mild
explosive eruptions.
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Day Eight | Lipari - Palermo

After breakfast, we return to the mainland and
make our way to Palermo. En route, we stop at
Tindari Archaeological Park, a significant site
boasting well-preserved ruins from the ancient city
of Tyndaris, founded in 396 BCE by Dionysius | of
Syracuse. Making our way west along the coast,
we stop for lunch in Cefalu, where we also visit

its most prominent landmark, the cathedral. Built
in the 12th century, it is a stunning example of
Norman architecture. We arrive in Palermo in the
late afternoon and transfer to our hotel in the city
centre.

Day Nine | Palermo

We spend the day exploring Palermo, the capital
of Sicily founded by the Phoenicians in 734BC and
later succeeded by civilisations such as the Greeks,
Romans, Arabs and Normans. There are plenty

of treasures to admire from different civilisations
in the Antonio Salinas Regional Archaeology
Museum, where just a few highlights include the
Palermo Stone, an ancient Egyptian artefact and the
Selinunte metopes, exquisite examples of Greek
temple art. Our site visits include La Martorana,
also known as the Church of Santa Maria
dell'Ammiraglio and the magnificent Palermo
Cathedral, originally built in 1185 and showcasing

a blend of various architectural styles. Our next
stop, the Normal Palace Phoenician Antiquarium,
is a remarkable museum that documents the rich
heritage of the Phoenician civilization. To round
off our day, we are treated to a private visit to

the breathtaking Cappella Palatina, not only a
significant religious site but also a symbol of the
cultural fusion that characterised medieval Sicily.

Day Ten | Segesta & Monreale

Today we explore Segesta, one of the major cities
of the enigmatic Elymian civilisation. The city's
strategic location and alliances with powerful

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Eireann Marshall
An Honorary Research Fellow
for the Open University, Eireann
has led many Andante tours. She
won the Top History and Culture
Guide prize at Wanderlust magazine’s 2019 World
Guide Awards, and has also published a variety of
articles on Roman North Africa.

entities such as Athens and Carthage influenced
the course of its history here. We then journey to
the ochre-hued town of Monreale, known for its
impressive Norman-Byzantine cathedral. Built in the
12th century, this architectural wonder is famous
for its magnificent mosaics that cover over 6,000
square meters, depicting biblical scenes and figures.
The town also offers picturesque views of the
surrounding valleys and the Conca d'Oro, a fertile
valley known for its citrus groves.

Day Eleven | Palermo

We transfer back to the airport in Palermo from
where we make our independent onward journeys.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

* Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

* Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

* Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

 Alllocal transport

Accommodation

» Accommodation in Taormina, Lipari & Palermo

Culinary inclusions

¢ 10 breakfasts, 10 lunches & 10 dinners

*  Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

27th May - 6th June
Please call or visit our website for prices

For full details of this tour visit

andantetravels.com/asai

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Both geographically and culturally, the southernmost ‘heel’ of Italy offers a diversity
unmatched elsewhere in the south. This sunny, dry region, dotted with dazzling white villages,
was once fought over by the Greeks, Romans, Normans, Swabians and Angevins, all of whom
lives and prospered here and left the marks of their passing upon the landscape forever.

B

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Day One | Puglia or Lecce

Meet the group at the airport in Puglia or at our
hotel in Lecce. Time permitting, we will have an
introductory stroll around the city.

Day Two | Lecce - Otranto

We begin our day in Lecce, visiting some of the
churches and the amphitheatre of the Roman
city of Lupiae. When Lecce became part of the
Kingdom of Naples, it took on a new cultural
identity, becoming the ‘Apulian Athens’. Between
the 16th and 18th centuries, this fostered the
development of the ‘Lecce Baroque’ style,
characterised by exuberant carving. We proceed
to an off-the-beaten-track private visit to the

Images top to bottom: The ancient Sassi di Matera & Alberobello




Discover the charming white-washed trulli of UNESCO-listed Alberobello

European Capital of Culture

Tour ancient Matera, setting for Mel Gibson’s Passion of the Christ and 2019’s

Experience the wonderful Baroque city of Lecce and its many historic sites

Pay a visit to Castel del Monte, the most spectacular castle in all of southern Italy

Roca Vecchia Archaeological Park. We then visit
the beautiful seaside city of Otranto, which was
violently besieged by the Ottomans in 1480. Here,
we visit the cathedral and the Byzantine Church of
San Pietro.

Day Three | Egnatia - Alberobello

Today we drive to the ancient site of Egnatia, a
Messapian city that was also a strategic trading
centre in the Roman period. We move on to the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Alberobello
before enjoying some free time to explore this city
with its unique architecture at our own pace.

Day Four | Matera

We spend all day in Matera, the European Capital
of Culture for 2019. Carlo Levi, author of Christ
Stopped at Eboli, gave a heartbreaking account

of the desperate poverty he witnessed during his
years of exile in Matera in the 1940s. We begin with
an exploration of the extraordinary Sassi di Matera,
a network of rock-cut cave dwellings and frescoed
Byzantine churches. In the afternoon we have some
free time for independent wandering.

Day Five | Massafra - Taranto

Today we drive to Massafra to explore this lesser-
known city, which is home to cave dwellings

and wonderful Byzantine churches replete with
frescoes. From here we continue to Taranto and
explore the outstanding National Archaeological
Museum, one of the most important in all of Italy.

Images top to bottom: Massafra, Castel del Monte

Day Six | Metapontum - Gioia del Colle

This morning we head to Metapontum, one of
the most opulent cities in Magna Graecia. We

visit the Temple of Hera before continuing on to
Gioia del Colle to see the wonderful castle rebuilt
by Frederick II. As well as visiting the castle itself,
we will also explore the National Archaeological
Museum housed within it.

Day Seven | Castel del Monte - Trani

We start with a visit to Castel del Monte to see
the spectacular 13th century hunting lodge of the
Emperor Frederick Il. We spend the afternoon in
Trani, where we visit the exquisite cathedral that is
located on the seafront. Afterwards, there will be
free time to explore at our leisure.

Day Eight | Venosa - Melfi

We travel to Venosa to visit the 12th century Abbey
of the Holy Trinity, which houses an important
Norman tomb. Next, we explore the Roman site

of Venusia before continuing to Melfi to visit an
impressive Norman castle, which is home to the
National Archaeological Museum. During our visit
here, we find a priceless Bronze Age statuette and
the Roman sarcophagus of Rapolla.

Day Nine | Trani - Puglia
We transfer to Puglia airport from where we make
our independent onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

Dr Eireann Marshall

An Honorary Research Fellow
for the Open University, Eireann
has led many Andante tours. She
won the Top History and Culture
Guide prize at Wanderlust magazine’s 2019 World
Guide Awards, and has also published a variety of
articles on Roman North Africa.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

 Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel
 Alllocal transport

Accommodation

« Accommodation in the Grand Hotel di Lecce,
Hotel San Domenico al Piano di Matera and
theGiardino degli Ulivi Resort & Spa or the Hotel
San Paolo or similar

Culinary inclusions

o 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 8 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

23rd Sep - Ist Oct ~ $5,845 $820

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/abap
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The Samnites

War and peace in the ancient Apennines

7 DAYS FROM $4,225pp Activity Level ®® @00

For three hundred years the hardy peoples of central Italy were Rome’s bitterest enemies.
Rome fought three wars against the tenacious mountaineers who had a habit of humiliating
Roman generals. The Samnite Wars were fundamental for establishing Rome’s control over the
Italian peninsula, as well as developing Roman warfare. As an indication of this, the Via Appia
was created because of the Samnite Wars, in order to facilitate troop movements. In later
centuries, the homeland of the Samnites was vital for feeding the great cities of the north and
south. Set amongst spectacular mountains, ancient cities, castles and abbeys, this tour reaches
into the heart of Italy and considers early Italians who were so important for establishing and

maintaining the might of Rome.

Day One | Rome - Venafro

Meet the group at Rome airport to travel to the
ancient site of Venafro on the River Volturno,
famous for its olive groves. Created as a Samnite
sanctuary, Venafro was refounded as an Augustan
colony at the end of the civil wars to guard the road
into the mountains. Here, in the centre of the town,
we explore the remains of its amphitheatre, which
once held 15,000 spectators but was later reused as
stables and storage for agricultural equipment.

Day Two | Venafro - Castelpetroso

The day starts with a visit to the Santa Chiara
National Archaeological Museum, which houses
finds from Venafrum, as well as other important
sites, including the abbey of San Vincenzo. Here
alongside imperial statues, we see the so-called
Venus of Venafrum. We proceed to the Pandone
Castle, originally built in the 10th century on the
remains of earlier fortifications and redecorated
in the Renaissance. We proceed along the River
Volturno, where, at the headwaters of the river, we
visit San Vincenzo al Volturno. Here we explore
the excavations, partly conducted by your Guide

Lecturer, which have revealed the great 9th century
Carolingian Abbey and its painted crypt. This was a
major centre of culture in the Medieval period - a
light in the so-called Dark Ages.

Day Three | Isernia & Saepinum

This morning we explore Isernia, which was a
strategic Samnite city that dominated the roads
across Italy. Renamed Aesernia after its seizure by
Rome, the city proved its worth in the war against
Hannibal. Our first visit is to the National Museum
of the Palaeolithic, which displays the amazing
Palaeolithic finds from the area; we continue to
the excavations under the Cathedral and the Civic
Museum of the Memory and History. We drive
onwards to Saepinum where a market town was
established to control the movement of flocks
from the grasslands of Apulia north to Rome, as is
attested in an inscription found on the site.

Day Four | Pietrabbondate & Schiavi di
Abruzzo

We drive to Agnone famed for its bronze casting
tradition and the location of a Papal Bell Foundry
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Visit the theatre and sanctuary at Pietrabbondante, the Samnite religious and political
centre in the mountains of Molise

Explore the ancient site of Saepinum with an impressive theatre, which was
developed to pasture flocks sent to Rome, something still done to this day

Admire the massive abbey at San Vincenzo al Volturno, established by Charlemagne

priceless frescoes

Examine the stunning UNESCO-listed Carolingian Oratory of San Pellegrino with its

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Oliver Gilkes

=y
One of our longest-standing .",. ,'.‘;:.-1
Guide Lecturers, Oliver has
worked as a field and museum
archaeologist in the UK, Albania
and Italy. Oliver is still involved in projects in Albania
and is considered one of just a handful of experts on
Albanian archaeology in the UK.

and has been making bells for generations. The
Oscan table, found here in the 19th century, is

the most important inscription in the region and
gives us priceless information about Oscan, the
language spoken by Samnites. We move onto
Pietrabbondante where we explore the excavated
remains of the ritual sanctuary of the Pentri tribe.
Used for major religious events, the huge temple
and theatre were the seat of discussions regarding
peace and war. It was destroyed by Cornelius Sulla
in the Social War. In the afternoon we drive to
Schiavi di Abruzzo were we see another mountain
sanctuary which boasts two well preserved and
reconstructed temples.

Day Five | Castelpetroso - Silvi Marina

Today we venture into the Abruzzi mountains

to Luvanum, a market town established for the
ancient shepherds of the uplands, which includes
a sizeable forum designed as an ancient market
for the buying and selling of livestock, as well as
temples and a small theatre. We proceed across
the Sangro River to the Rocca Scalegna, where
we visit the Angevin castle, which was built during
its conflict with the Aragonese and which is
dramatically set, clinging to an overhanging rock.
Afterwards, we head to Chieti to visit the National
Museum Villa Frigerj whose highlights include
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the extraordinary Capestrano Warrior, and an
inscription found in Penna Sant’Andrea which is
written in Paleosabellic, an ancient Italian language.

Day Six | Silvi Marina - LAqulia

The day starts in the wide valley of Sulmona were
we visit the sanctuary of Hercules Curino, one of
the most important ancient shrines of Abruzzo,
dedicated to a deity venerated by travellers and
sailors. The sanctuary is laid out on a number of
terraces, the oldest of which is on the highest
level; on the middle level there is a shrine which
preserves a polychromatic mosaic and frescoes.
We proceed to the UNESCO-listed Oratory of San
Pellegrino in Bominaco, a Benedictine Carolingian
chapel that preserves priceless frescoes, as well as
the Romanesque church of Santa Maria Assunta.
After lunch we visit Fossa, where a unique Samnite
tumulus cemetery is criss-crossed with rows of
standing stones.

Day Seven | CAquila - Aminternum - Rome
On our last day, we pay a quick visit to LAquila.
Here, we visit the famous fountain of the 99
spouts, gifted to the city by Emperor Frederick II.
Then on to Aminternum, a substantial Roman city
whose remains include a theatre and amphitheatre.
After lunch we proceed to Rome airport to make
our independent onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

¢ Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

¢ Alllocal transport

Accommodation

« Accommodation in Venafro, Castelpetroso, Silvi
Marina, LAqulia

Culinary inclusions

o 6 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 6 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

30th Apr - 6th May 54565 $4,225  $343

15th - 21st Oct $4565 $4225 $343

Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/asmn
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Classical Sicily

" Rich archaeological sites and impressive artistic achievements

12 DAYS FROM $8 230pp

Activity Level @@ @O0 -

Some of the richest archaeological sites and the most impressive artistic achievements of
European culture are to be found in Sicily, the largest island in a sea which was itself thought to
lie at the centre of the ancient world, the Mediterranean. Controlling the trade routes between
east and west and the pivot of power between the ‘superpowers’ of antiquity, Sicily was fought
over and repeatedly won throughout the history of Western civilisation. As part of Magna
Graecia, the city of Syracuse was second only to Athens and Carthaginians wrestled with Rome
for control here during the first Punic War. This tour presents an extraordinary panorama of
changing identities — Phoenician, Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Arab and Norman.

Day One | Catania

Meet the group at the airport in Catania to transfer
to Palermo.

Day Two | Segesta & Monreale

After breakfast, we drive out to the rolling hills,
where we find the ancient Greek city of Segesta,
home to an elegant but unfinished 5th century
BC Doric temple and the remains of an impressive
hilltop theatre. This afternoon we make our way
to Monreale, the former hunting ground of the
Norman kings of Sicily. Here, we discover an
opulent Norman-Byzantine cathedral and abbey,
founded by King William Il in 1174. The site recently
achieved UNESCO World Heritage status thanks
to its stunning construction and mosaic work —a
brilliant testament to the former opulence of
Norman rule.

Day Three | Palermo

Today is ours to explore the wonders of Palermo.
We start at the Archaeological Museum, which
houses one of the most significant collections

of Punic and Ancient Greek art in all of Italy.

Here, we find famous metopes from the Selinus
temples, as well as a fascinating array of artefacts
discovered underwater. Later, we visit the
beautifully decorated church of La Martorana and

the neighbouring Chiesa di San Cataldo. After
lunch, we visit Palermo Cathedral, a 12th century
construction that replaced a Moorish mosque and
which houses the tombs of some of the Norman
Kings. This evening we enjoy a special private visit
to the Cappella Palatina, an extravagant chapel,
glittering with mosaics and gold leaf.

Day Four | Cefalii & Himara

Today we visit the charming little port of Cefalu. It
derives its name from the Greek cephaloedium, the
term used to describe the head-shaped rock which
dominates the town below. In 1131 Roger Il founded
a cathedral here, ostensibly as a thanksgiving for
refuge on Cefal’s safe beach in a storm. Inside,
reused Roman columns and capitals support gothic
arches and the presbytery and apse are decorated
with stunning mosaics. In the afternoon we visit the
archaeological park at Himera, site of the legendary
battle between the Greeks and Carthaginians in 480
BCE. Excavations which took place in recent years
have revealed an ancient necropolis with more than
12,000 almost untouched burials, an incredibly rare
find in the ancient Greek world.

Day Five | Palermo — Motya - Marsala

This morning we drive to Marsala, Carthaginian
Lilybaeum, and visit the museum with its remains
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of a Carthaginian warship sank in the first Punic war,
along with fascinating Punic funerary stelai. After
lunch, we cross by boat to the island of Motya, a
stronghold of the Phoenicians, sacked in 397 BC

by the Syracusan tyrant Dionysius the Elder. While
on Motya we visit the Archaeological Museum,
taking time to admire its world-renowned statue of
the charioteer, a striking sculpture from the early
5th century BC.

Day Six | Selinus

We start the day at the quarries of the Cave di
Cusa, used by Selinus for their titanic temples.
Their heavy work was abandoned in 409 BC

when Carthaginians mercilessly sacked their city,

a common refrain in the violent history of Sicily.
We can still see the remnants of columns on site,
sadly destined to remain both unfinished and in
situ. We then travel on to Selinus itself to see the
temples of the eastern sanctuary, including the
incredible Temple G, one of the largest temples of
the Greek world. We finish the day at the Acropolis
of Selinus, dramatically positioned on plains
overlooking the Mediterranean sea. Here we not
only see remains of ancient temples, but of Punic
housing inhabited by Carthaginians who took over
the site after the sacking.

Image: The church of La Martorana
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€€ The tour was everything that I signed up for,
and accomplished all of your stated objectives
in the available time. The focus on Sicily up to

and including the Roman Empire was thorough
but also included a surprising (and welcome)
amount of what followed.

Admire truly exceptional mosaics at the Villa Romana, Piazza Armerina

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Tony O'Connor
A specialist in the Roman Empire,

Discover the unique landscape around Marsala

i
Discover the Valley of the Temples in Agrigento

Enjoy a special access evening visit to view the stunning mosaics at Cappella Palatina

Day Seven | Agrigento

We spend a whole day exploring the magnificent
remains of Agrigento today, the site of the ancient
Greek city of Akragas. We take in the Valley of

the Temples, a World Heritage Site of seven Doric
sanctuaries, including the remarkably
well-preserved Temple of Concord, with its elegant
walls and columns. We also view the remains of
the Temple of Olympian Zeus, another gigantic,
Sicilian temple, with an unusual layout characterised
by enormous telemons.

Day Eight | Piazza Armerina — Morgantina -
Ortygia

Our journey takes us through central Sicily,
stopping at the magnificent Villa Romana del
Casale in Piazza Armerina. This late antique villa

is noted for its superb collection of mosaics — the
largest in the world — which can now be viewed
from a newly installed network of raised walkways.
Here we find the famous depiction of the “Bikini
Girls”, as well as lively images of hunting and ancient
games. We proceed to Morgantina, a city founded
by the native Sikels under their leader Ducetius.
The last of the Sicilian towns to succumb to Roman
rule, the city was later captured by slaves in the First
Servile War in the Roman period. Morgantina has
been the focus of intensive excavations in recent
decades, and research here is still ongoing. We

find an exciting collection of remains, including a
bouleuterion — an ancient Greek political chamber
—a theatre, kilns and houses complete with
mosaics.

Day Nine | Syracuse
Today is all about Syracuse, which Cicero described

as “the greatest Greek city and the most beautiful
of them all” We discover traces of Syracuse’s
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glorious past in the exceptional Paolo Orsi
Archaeological Museum, where we will explore a
staggering array of vases and statues, along with a
unique treasury containing a collection of jewels
and coins from the area. Later, we make our way

to the Neapolis Archaeological Park, home to the
Great Theatre where Aeschylus’ tragedies were
once performed in the playwright's presence. In the
afternoon we walk around Ortygia, the oldest part
of the ancient city, and the site of the remarkable
5th century BC Temple of Athena, which has been
converted into the Cathedral of Our Lady’s Nativity.

Day Ten | Ortygia & Noto

Enjoy some free time exploring the wonderful
island of Ortygia this morning. Later, we proceed
to Noto, a baroque fantasy of a city that is now
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We explore the
city with its elaborate balconies and dramatically
placed churches. This afternoon we visit the late
Roman villa at Tellaro, which contains fine mosaics
depicting scenes such as the ransom of Hector’s
body, and a hunting scene reminiscent of those
seen in Piazza Armerina.

Day Fleven | Ortygia - Catania - Taormina
This morning we drive to Catania and the Piazza del
Duomo, Catania's principal square and a UNESCO
World heritage site. The Duomo itself is one of
Catania’s grandest sights. The facade dates from

the Baroque rebuilding of the town, although some
of the earlier church did survive the earthquake

of 1693. We will also visit the Roman theatre and
Odeon. After lunch we drive to Taormina to visit
the superbly situated Roman theatre.

Day Twelve | Catania
We return to Catania for our onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

Tony has excavated widely across |
Britain, Europe and North Africa. .‘
He first led a tour for Andante

over 10 years ago and he just gets better and better!
Join Tony on our 14th May departure.

Dr Jamie Sewell

An author of books and articles
on the archaeology of towns in
Hellenistic Italy, Jamie has 15 years’
worth of experience supervising
excavations in Britain, Germany,
Italy and Romania. Join Jamie on
our 14th October departure.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

¢ Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

¢ Alllocal transport

Accommodation

¢ Accommodation in Palermo, Marsala, Agrigento,
Ortygia & Taormina

Culinary inclusions

o Tl breakfasts, 8 lunches & 9 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

14th - 25th May $8,790 $1,230

14th - 25th Oct 58650 $8,230  $1,230

Save $420pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/ascy
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Archaeology in the Heart of Italy

Etruscans, Romans and cultural transformation in Umbria and Lazio

8 DAYS FROM $5,040pp Activity Level ® @ @00

On this tour, we explore the historical wonders of Umbria and Lazio, in what is geographically
and historically the heart of Italy. Based in one hotel, in the beautiful city of Viterbo, we
explore famous sites, as well as those that are lesser-known and considered off the beaten
track. In this epicentre of Italy, we will explore the different peoples who lived here and how
they were transformed first by Etruscans and later by Romans who dominated them culturally.
We will be exploring Latin and Faliscan sites, such as Sutri and Falerii Novii, which first came
under the influence of Etruscans and were later transformed by Rome. Likewise, we will be
exploring Etruscan sites at Vulci and Volsinii, today’s Orvieto, which metamorphosed in the
period of Roman dominance. At many of the sites, we will also be exploring the evolution

of the cities after the Roman period, when ancient monuments were used to build medieval
abbeys and churches. By mapping the historical changes which occurred in these precious
archaeological sites, we are exploring the heart of what it was to be Roman or Etruscan. In
asking these questions, our visits will take us to indescribably beautiful hilltop cities, such as
Orvieto and Narni, with their medieval cores and Renaissance treasures.

Day Three | Vulci

We set off this morning to visit the famous
Etruscan city of Vulci, once a known leading
member of the Etruscan league. We start with

the archaeological park, which contains a
wonderful Mithraeum, as well as a domus with

a stunning cryptoporticus, and a good forum

area. We continue to the atmospheric Etruscan
tombs, which date from the 7th century onwards
and include the famous Francois tomb. In the
afternoon, we consider the so-called bridge of the
devil, an intact 20-metre-tall Roman bridge, which
leads us to the Abbey Castle, built on the site of
Vulci, reusing its materials. Once a Cistercian abbey
which offered accommodation to pilgrims including
Knights Templar, it is today a museum which houses
important remains from Vulci, which highlight the
prosperity of the ancient city.

Day One | Rome - Viterbo

Meet the group at Rome airport to travel to

the lovely city of Viterbo, once Etruscan and
transformed in the medieval period when it
became the resident of popes. Time permitting, we
will have an orientation walk around the city when
we arrive.

Day Two | Viterbo

Today we spend the day in Viterbo, the city with
Etruscan origins which became home of the popes
in the 13th century when they were fleeing the
hostility of the Roman populace. We start at the
National Etruscan Museum, which is housed in the
Rocca Albornoz, where we see precious remains

of Etruscan housing and a well-preserved cart.

We proceed to the medieval Palace of the Popes,
including the atmospheric audience hall, which held
the longest conclave in history, and the beautiful
loggia of the benedictions. We end the day with

a visit to the 12th century Cathedral of Saint
Laurence, whose Romanesque character is retained
in its cosmatesque floors and austere nave.

Day Four | Falerii Novi & Sutri

This morning we explore the site of Falerii Novi,
so named because Rome forced the original
inhabitants of this Faliscan city to move to
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the current site as it was more accessible and
controllable. Here we see the gloriously well-
preserved city walls, including the wonderful Jove
Gate, which is one of the earliest arches in the
regions. Here we see the remains of a theatre,
houses and a temple, as well as an 11th century
Benedictine abbey church, built on the site,
reusing ancient materials. After lunch, we proceed
to the superb archaeological site of Sutri, where
we can see an amphitheatre cut out of the tuff
rock, as well as a cavernous mithraeum which

was Christianised in the 4th century AD and
restructured in the 13th century into the Church
of Santa Maria del Parto. On the site of Sutri, we
also visit the 13th century Church of Santa Maria
del Tempio, which once belonged to the Knights
Templar, and which preserves frescoes from
different periods.

Day Five | Narni & Orte

Today we visit two picturesque towns to explore
underground excavations which offer precious
glimpses into the cities’ past. We start with the

Image: Viterbo



medieval abbey

Explore the well-preserved site of Vulci, with its Etruscan tombs, Roman monuments and

Examine Sutri with its amphitheatre, unique mithraeum and medieval Templar
church, built amidst the ruins of the ancient city

precious medieval cathedral

Consider the important Etruscan remains in the beautiful city of Orvieto with its

in the amazing city of Viterbo

Visit the important National Etruscan Archaeological Museum and the Palace of Popes

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Eireann Marshall

An Honorary Research Fellow
for the Open University, Eireann
has led many Andante tours. She
won the Top History and Culture
Guide prize at Wanderlust magazine’s 2019 World
Guide Awards, and has also published a variety of
articles on Roman North Africa.

A

pretty Umbrian hill-side town of Narni, first settled
by the ancient Umbri. Here we start with a visit

to the Church of Saint Francis, built shortly after
his death in commemoration of the time he spent
in Narni; the Romanesque church is noted for its
rich cycle of 14th century frescoes. We proceed

to explore a series of buildings only recently
discovered under the ground, including a 12th
church replete with frescoes, a Roman domus and
parts of the Roman aqueduct. After lunch, we
travel to the small town of Orte in Lazio to see
further subterranean excavations that allow us to
understand the water management systems of the
ancient city from the 5th century to its Roman
conquest.

Day Six | Lucus Feroniae & Ferento

The tour takes us this morning to Lucus Feroniae,

a city which developed around a lucus, or sacred
grove, dedicated to the goddess Feronia who was
worshipped, above all, by freedmen. Although it
was an ancient religious sanctuary important to
Faliscans and Sabines, as well, perhaps, to Etruscans,
the site that we visit today was developed in the
Roman period, bearing all the hallmarks of a Roman
city. Here we visit a forum area, an amphitheatre
and an insulae of houses. After visiting the
antiquarium, which has interesting remains of a
funerary monument depicting gladiators, we walk

a very short distance to the Villa of the Volusii, an
incredibly opulent late republican elite dwelling
constructed for an elite Roman family as a getaway

Images top to bottom: Orvieto & Palace of Popes

from the city. Several rooms of the villa have been
excavated, some of which have intact mosaics.
After lunch, we make our way to the archaeological
site of Ferento, which flourished in the early
imperial period and was the home of both the
Emperor Otho and the wife of Vespasian, Domitilla
Flavia Maior. Here we will see the remains of a fine
theatre, as well as a bath complex and forum area.

Day Seven | Orvieto

On our last full day, we will explore the
world-renowned city of Orvieto, ancient Volsinii,
whose Etruscan roots are evident in its wonderful
musea, as well as its important sites. We start with

a visit to one of the few surviving Etruscan temples
and continue to the Museo Claudio Faina, which
houses important artefacts from the Necropolis of
Crocifisso del Tufo, as well as characteristic Etruscan
sarcophagi and important Greek red and black figure
vessels, which were so prized by Etruscans. After an
independent lunch, we have the choice of either
visiting the extraordinary cathedral of Orvieto,
made famous by the Signorelli frescoes in the San
Brizio chapel, or visiting the adjacent National
Archaeological Museum. We end the day with a
visit to the spectacular Necropolis of Crocifisso del
Tufo, which hosts Etruscan tombs that mainly date
from the 6th-5th centuries BC and are arranged in
orthogonal streets. Inscriptions above the lintels of
some of the burials give the names of the deceased,
a detail which brings these ancient Etruscans closer
to us.

Day Eight | Viterbo - Rome

Today we make our way back to the Fiumicino
Airport in Rome, from where we make our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

« Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation
* Accommodation in Viterbo

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners
o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
19th - 26th May 55326 $5040 $700
Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/auml

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715



Latium Countryside
Retreats of the Roman rich

8 DAYS FROM $5,030pp Activity Level @@ ®0OO

The countryside south of Rome, stretching from the rugged high Apennines to the
Mediterranean coast, is idyllically beautiful and provides a bucolic contrast to the city of Rome.
The picturesque Sabine Hills made the ideal retreat for the great and good of Imperial Rome
who came to escape the oppressive summer heat of the Eternal City. Two emperors had villas
in this area — Hadrian and Tiberius. Hadrian built a villa complex here in the beautiful setting

of Tivoli and his opulent and extravagant creation is one of the ‘blockbuster’ sites on this

tour. Tiberius favoured Sperlonga, and the remains of his summer retreat with its huge garden
grotto sit close to the sea. This area is fundamental to our understanding of Roman culture and
includes surviving stretches of the Via Appia, oracular and healing sanctuaries, palatial villas and

towns.

Day One | Rome - Gaeta
Meet the group at Rome Airport to transfer to our
hotel near Gaeta.

Day Two | Terracina & Sperlonga

We begin in Terracina, an important Roman town
on the Via Appia main roadway to the rich southern
lands of Campania. This still runs through the centre
of the modern town, and the forum survives under
the Piazza del Municipio. The ancient remains of
the hilltop sanctuary of Jupiter Anxur overlooks the
walls and town, and there are wonderful coastal
views from here. We continue to the remains of the
amazing seashore villa built for Emperor Tiberius

in the beautiful seaside town of Sperlonga. Its

most remarkable feature is an outdoor dining room
located at the mouth of a cave filled with gigantic
sculptures of mythological scenes.

Day Three | Ninfa & Norba

We visit the famous gardens at Ninfa, which overlie
a former medieval town. The ruins were landscaped

into botanical gardens in the 1920s. They are now
recognised as some of Europe’s finest gardens

and this magical place is a joy to explore with

ruins romantically draped with rambling roses and
wisteria. In the afternoon we follow the road which
climbs from the Pontine plain to the Latin town and
Roman colony at Norba which sits perched on the
edge of a cliff in the Lepini Mountains. The views
over the Pontine Marshes are magnificent.

Day Four | Gaeta - Monte Cassino - Frascati
This morning we visit the remains of the Roman
town of Casinum. The site is situated on the

slope of a substantial hill, at the top of which now
sits the famous monastery of Monte Cassino, in
ancient times an acropolis with a temple to Apollo.
The Roman town seems to have been in decline
when St. Benedict of Nursia chose the acropolis
for his new monastery, which we will visit later this
morning. This beautiful abbey is an outstanding
example of restoration work following its almost
total destruction by bombardment in 1944.
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Day Five | Tivoli

We visit Hadrian’s Villa, which sprawls across the
rolling countryside at the foot of the hills below
the town of Tivoli. Beginning around AD 117, Hadrian
took a small family villa owned by his wife and
added on a whole series of grand pavilions, many
of them modelled after places he had seen on his
travels around the empire. The complex ended up
larger than most Roman cities. We visit the town
this afternoon and pay a visit to the great 16th
century Villa D’Este. It was built by Cardinal Ippolito
D’Este, the son of Lucrezia Borgia and a major figure
in the church politics of the era. Here we will have
some free time to explore at our own pace.

Day Six | Tusculum & Palestrina

We drive into the Alban Hills to Tusculum, a
significant Roman city destroyed in the 12th century
after conflict between the Holy Roman Empire

and the Pope. The stones of the walls were seized
as spoils of war by Rome. After its destruction,

the land became woodland and pasture lands.

Images top to bottom: Garden of Ninfa & Villa Adriana



Enjoy the indescribably beautiful gardens of Ninfa in full bloom in late May

Discover a hidden gem in the spectacularly situated site of Alba Fucens

Explore the sprawling and extravagant villas at Tivoli and Sperlonga

Tusculum was Cicero’s local town, and his
suburban villa could be found nearby. We continue
to Palestrina, ancient Praeneste, once dominated
by a magnificent Sanctuary of Fortuna Primigenia,
the first example of ‘dynastic’ architecture in
Roman Italy. It is most famous for a huge mosaic
depicting scenes of life beside and on the Nile in
the 17th century, removed from the site and now
housed in the nearby Palestrina Museum.

Images top to bottom: Alba Fucens & Villa d’Este

Day Seven | Alba Fucens

We ascend the mountains to Alba Fucens where we
will spend the day. Its importance for the Romans
lay in the fact that it lies on Via Valeria (which links
Rome with the Adriatic) thus controlling a strategic
part of the route. The large site stretches over a

hill with three spurs. This spectacularly situated

city is often mentioned as a highlight by guests

on this tour.

Day Eight | Rome

Our tour ends today, and we make our way back to
Rome Airport for our independent onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Diana Blumberg

An archaeological scientist, Diana
specialises in the analysis of
archaeological materials.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager
Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
Field notes
All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

¢ Alllocal transport

Accommodation
* Accommodation in Gaeta & Frascati

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners

o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

26th May - 2nd Jun  $5310  $5,030  $535

Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/alat
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8 DAYS FROM $5,235pp

sty in Ravenna & Venice

ne Empire in northern Italy

Activity Level @@ ®0OO

The last capital of the western Roman Empire, Ravenna was reconquered by Justinian and
became the seat of an Exarchate, which also included Venice, whose connection to the east
made it powerful. The result was an unparalleled collection of Byzantine art, with its unique

domed architecture and shimmering mosaics.

Day One | Bologna or Ravenna

Meet the group at Bologna Airport or at our hotel
in Ravenna, where we will have an orientation walk,
time permitting.

Day Two | Ravenna

Today we start our exploration of Ravenna with

a series of incredible monuments, including the
Arian Baptistery, constructed by the Ostrogoth
Theodoric and the Neonian Baptistery, the 5th
century baptistery converted from a Roman bath.
We continue to the Ravenna Cathedral, and to
the Archbishop’s Palace with its museum and
private chapel of Saint Andrew. In the afternoon
we visit the 4th century Church of San Giovanni
Evangelista first founded by Galla Placidia in the
4th century and now containing mosaics depicting
the 4th crusade which was so disastrous for
Constantinople and the Byzantine empire.

Day Three | Ravenna

We start the day with a visit to the Basilica di Sant’
Apollinare Nuovo, Theodoric’s palatine chapel
which was altered in the Byzantine period. A

short walk away, we continue to the Basilica di

San Francesco, the parish church of Dante who

is buried there. In the afternoon we explore the
late antique house, the Domus dei Tappeti di
Pietra, replete with mosaics. We end the day at the
National Museum, with its important collection

of archaeological material from Ravenna and its
environs. This evening we plan to have our exclusive
private visit to the Basilica di San Vitale, with its
uniquely important Byzantine mosaics, as well as
the late antique Mausoleum of Galla Placidia.

Day Four | Ravenna
We drive a little outside the city to visit the
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San Marco

Enjoy two exclusive private evening visits to the Byzantine Basilicas of San Vitale and

Byzantine manuscripts

An exclusive private visit to the Biblioteca Marciana, famed for its collection of

Donato in Murano

Explore the unique Basilicas of Santa Maria Assunta in Torcello and Santa Maria e

extraordinary Mausoleum of Theodoric, the
Ostrogothic King who ruled from Ravenna after
the collapse of the Western Roman Empire in the
manner of a Roman emperor. After the Byzantine
conquest of the city, Theodoric’s bones were
removed from his tomb, leaving his wonderful
porphyritic sarcophagus. This will be followed

by an exploration of the archaeological site of
Classe, Ravenna's ancient port, which was hugely
important for being the base of Rome’s fleet.

In the afternoon, we continue to the Basilica di
Sant’ Apollinare in Classe with its stunning apse
depicting the Transfiguration.

Day Five | Ravenna - Venice

Today we travel by coach to the lagoon city,
Venice, which was immersed in Byzantine culture
long after the Exarchate of Ravenna collapsed
because of the special trading rights it was given
by Constantinople, making it the gateway of

the east. Venice also gave refuge to emigres
escaping Constantinople after its fall in 1453.

In the afternoon, we explore hidden gems in

the extraordinary Piazza San Marco, dubbed

the drawing room of Europe by Napoleon and
dominated by the very Eastern looking Basilica di
San Marco, a masterpiece of Byzantine architecture
which underscores the city’s close ties to
Constantinople. We will end our day at the Icon
Museum.

Day Six | Venice

Today we explore the beginnings of Venice in the
Northern Lagoon, starting with island of Torcello,
where the earliest settlers from the terra firma
found their homes after escaping Hunnic raids in
the 5th century. Here we see the Basilica di Santa
Maria Assunta with its stunning Byzantine mosaics,
notably the Last Judgement on the counter-fagade.
After lunch, we pay a short visit to Burano, the

Images top to bottom: Doge's Palace & Mausoleum of Theodori

island famed for its lace and colourful houses, from
whence some might also choose to venture to the
adjacent island of Mazzorbo. We end the day with a
visit to Murano, famed for its glass making and also
for its Byzantine Basilica di Santa Maria e Donato.

Day Seven | Venice

Today we visit the Greek Orthodox Chiesa di

San Giorgio dei Greci erected by emigres from
Constantinople. We continue to with an exclusive,
private visit to the Biblioteca Marciana, established
in the 15th century in order to house the Classical
manuscripts collected by Cardinal Bessarion after

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Oliver Gilkes

One of our longest-standing
Guide Lecturers, Oliver has
worked as a field and museum
archaeologist in the UK, Albania
and Italy. Oliver is still involved
in projects in Albania and is considered one of just a
handful of experts on Albanian archaeology in the UK.

the fall of Constantinople. After lunch, we have a
private tour of the Secret Itineraries of the Palace
followed by a guided tour of the Doge Palace. In
the evening we have an exclusive private visit to the
stupendous Basilica of San Marco whose mosaics
and architecture were inspired by Byzantium.

Day Eight | Venice

This morning we make our way to Venice Airport
by water taxi, bidding farewell to the lagoon and its
Byzantine heritage.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation
* Accommodation in Ravenna & Venice

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 4 dinners

o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share SS
29th Oct - 5th Nov  §5585 $5235  $925
Save $350pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/arvv

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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9 DAYS FROM $6,790pp

lMea’itermnecm island

Activity Level @@ @O0

€€ Far beyond my expectations.

Exhilarating. Informative. Fun. o4

Sardinia offers one of the richest and most fascinating standing archaeological repertoires in
Europe. Known to the Greeks as Sandaliotis (“Sandal’; due to its shape), or Ichnoussa (“Stepping
stone”), the island has seen Phoenicians, Greeks, Carthaginians, Romans, Arabs and Catalonians
come and go. Before them, the mysterious Nuraghi people left an astonishing plethora of

wonderful archaeology.

Day One | Alghero

Meet the group in the wonderful Catalan city of
Alghero, colonised in antiquity by Phoenicians who
grew wealthy from trade with Etruscans. In the
modern period, Alghero was ruled by the Genoese
before being taken over by the Aragonese. After
settling down in the hotel, if there is time, we will
have an orientation walk around the city before
dinner.

Day Two | Monte dAccoddi & Palmavera

This morning we make our way to one of the oldest
and most interesting sites in our tour, the pyramid
complex at Monte d’Accoddi, which was built
over two millennia by people who predated the
Nuragic culture. Discovered in the 1950s, the first
structure, built in the 5th millennium by the Ozieri
culture, appears to either have been an altar or the
platform for a pyramid, while the second, built in
the Copper Age in the 3rd millennium, resembles

a Mesopotamian ziggurat. After lunch, we explore
Palmavera, the first of our Nuragic sites built by a
culture which thrived in the Bronze and Iron Ages.
Here at Palmavera, we see several intertwined
nuraghi, truncated towers with vaulted interiors.

Day Three | Alghero - Su Gologone

We leave Alghero this morning and head east
towards Oliena, stopping during the morning at
Santu Antine, a complex of nuraghi built from

the 19th to 15th centuries BC. Constructed from
sizeable blocks of basalt, the central tower is

three storeys high and uses sophisticated, dry
mortar corbelling. We proceed off the beaten
track to Romanzesu-Poddi Arvu, another Bronze
Age Nuragic site which is notable for its hundred-
odd huts and public structures and includes a
mysterious labyrinthine edifice and temples. For
our last site of the day, we explore the little- known
National Archaeological Museum Giorgio Asprone
in Nuoro, where we look at artefacts dating

from the Paleolithic to Roman periods, including
artefacts from the village of Sa Sedda ‘e Sos Carros,
which we visit tomorrow.

Day Four | Su Gologone

Today we venture off the beaten track in 4x4s to
visit breathtaking sites which shed insights into

the extraordinary Sardinian Bronze Age. We start
with the monumental Giants’ graves of S’Ena e
Thomes, a funerary site comprising a dolmen and a
funeral hall made of enormous slabs of such scale
that it was believed to be superhuman by later
Sardinians. Proceeding to Su Tempiesu, we examine
a late Bronze Age/Iron Age shrine to a sacred
spring constructed with impeccable ashlar masonry
and whose structure has an extraordinary double
sloped roof. For our final site, we venture to Middle
Bronze settlement of Sa Sedda ‘e Sos Carros where
we see well preserved stone huts and workshops,
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as well as a circular sanctuary. After an adventurous
day, we return to our picturesque hotel.

Day Five | Su Gologone - Oristano

This morning we travel west to the 4th millennium
necropolis at Sas Concas where we see a cluster
of twenty Domus de janas, or “fairies’ houses” -
tombs carved out of the rock to resemble their
houses, affording us glimpses into everyday life in
pre-Nuragic Sardinia. We proceed to the Bronze
Age Nuragic complex of Tamuli, an important
archaeological site which comprises a nuraghe, as
well as a group of huts and a necropolis which has
six mysterious betyls, sacred stones which were
seen to be imbue with life. We end the day at
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Nuraxi at Barumini

Visit the highest Bronze Age structure in the Mediterranean at the Nuragic site of Su

Travel in 4x4s to visit off the beaten track sites such as the megalithic chamber tomb
at S’Ena e Thomes and the Nuragic complex of Sa Sedda ‘e Sos Carros

tophets, children’s cemeteries

Examine the island’s Phoenician past at Tharros and Sulcis, including mysterious

another tantalizing religious site, the sacred well at
Santa Cristina, which is very well preserved with
staggeringly precise ashlar masonry walls leading

to a subterranean chamber with a corbelled roof
which contained water, seemingly used for religious
rites.

Day Six | Oristano - Baia di Nora

Traversing the enchanting Sardinian landscape, we
make our way south to Tharros, first inhabited

in the late Bronze Age and later colonised by
Phoenicians in the 8th century when they had

an important presence in Sardinia and Corsica,
jostling for trade with Etruscans and later Phocaean
Greeks. At Tharros, we explore the Tophet and
consider whether Phoenicians these necropoleis
only included children’s burials because children
were seen differently, or whether children were
sacrificed. This discussion will continue with our
visit to the Civic Archaeological Museum “Giovanni
Marongiu” of Cabras, where we see artefacts

from Tharros. We also visit the highest Bronze Age
structure in the Mediterranean at the Nuragic site
of Su Nuraxi at Barumini.

Day Seven | Nora

Waking up in delightful Nora, we spend the
morning exploring the archaeological site of Nora
where we see well preserved remains of buildings
we would typically see in a town from the Roman
period, including a bath complex, a theatre and
macellum. The site also preserves the remains of a
Phoenician site, including a Tophet, demonstrating
the city’s Semitic roots. In the afternoon, we have
free time in Nora to unwind on the beach or relax
in the hotel.

Images top to bottom: Nora & Tamuli

Day Eight | Sulcis & Sant’Antioco

Our final full day is dedicated to Phoenician sites
near Nora, starting with the ancient necropolis

at Monte Sirai, first inhabited in the 8th century
and enlarged in the 6th century, where we see
another Tophet. In the afternoon, we visit the
Phoenician/Roman site of Sulky or Sulcis on the
beautiful island of Sant’Antioco, founded in the
8th century, where we explore the remains of
housing and a republican Roman temple with an
attractive opus signinum floor, as well as a series
of rock-cut tombs, some of which are painted. We
close the day with a visit to the Ferruccio Barreca
Archaeological Museum which sheds light on
this important site, including its delicate jewellery
and pottery. On our last night, we will have a
celebratory dinner at our lovely hotel.

Day Nine | Nora - Cagliari

Time permitting, we may have a final walk along
the beach before we return home, setting off from
Nora to Sardinia’s capital, Cagliari, from where we
make our independent onward journeys.

Y EXPERT GUIDES

Fares K Moussa
Specialising in religious art
and artistic practice, Farés has
both written and researched
on Romans and Phoenicians
in Tunisia, Libya, Morocco and
Sardinia, as well as on the subject of prehistoric rock
art. Join Farés on our 15th April departure.

Dr Tertia Barnett

An archaeologist specialising in
rock art, Tertia runs a research
project exploring Scotland’s
Neolithic rock carvings and

is also an Honorary Fellow at
Edinburgh University. Join Tertia
on our 23rd September departure.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

« Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

¢ Alllocal transport

Accommodation

* Accommodation in Alghero, Su Gologone,
Oristano & Baia di Nora

Culinary inclusions

o 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 8 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
15th - 23rd Apr $7,080 $890
23rd Sep - 1st Oct  $7H6  $6790  $890
Save $350pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/asdn

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715



Lake Garda & the Cities of Veneto

Romans to the Renaissance

8 DAYS FROM $4,355pp Activity Level ®® @00

- €€Excellent combination of sites to visit, covering many
periods. Well planned itinerary. ) o4

From Roman Province to Doge Republic, the Veneto has a long and illustrious history. We

take a closer look at the intriguing area around Lake Garda and explore a truly unique mix

of archaeology, art and architecture. From a prehistoric cave site adjacent to a 15th century
‘Roman’ villa, to a medieval monastery perched on the steps of an ancient Roman theatre,
there is a great deal to unpick here. Visiting in the quieter months of spring and early autumn,
we enjoy the undulating landscapes of vineyards and olive groves which surround the southern
shores of Lake Garda and explore the pretty piazzas, medieval market places and tangled
streets of Verona, Vicenza, Mantua and Padua. We're sure this tour will hold your imagination
and, to cap it all, we will be in the region of the Valpolicella wine villas — noted for their
products and histories.

Vicenza
]

Fumane

Sirmione

Mantua F

Day One | Verona - Sirmione

Meet the group at Verona Airport or at our hotel in
Sirmione, a picturesque medieval town perched on
the tip of a narrow peninsula at the edge of Lake
Garda.

Day Two | Desenzano

In the morning, we travel to the Desenzano Roman
Villa, a once large and sumptuous property which
enjoys stunning views of the lake. Here we discover
a rich group of coloured figurative mosaic floors

42 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

depicting various scenes of cupids, maenads and
satyrs; wild beasts and images of the four seasons.
We return to Sirmione by ferry and, after lunch, we
take the small train up the hill to the Villa Catullus,
the largest and most complete Roman villa in
northern Italy. The villa was constructed with long
porticoes and terraces to maximise the views over
the lake and at its centre was an extensive garden.

Day Three | Verona

Today is devoted to Verona, a city immortalised

by Shakespeare and blessed with an abundance

of Roman and medieval remains reflecting the
evolution of this fortified town over its 2,000-

year history. We shall explore the core of the
Roman town, its city gate, Porta Borsari, the Arco
dei Gavi, the Roman theatre, and the magnificent
amphitheatre, the third-largest in the Roman world,
and we will admire many of its medieval structures.
We will also pay a visit to the Archaeological
Museum housed in an deconsecrated monastery
which was literally built on top of the Roman theatre.

Images top to bottom: Grottoes of Catullus



archaeological sites in Europe

Discover the extraordinary cave site of Fumane, one of the major prehistoric

largest lake

Enjoy the picture-perfect setting and cobalt blue waters of Lake Garda, Italy’s

Explore the beautiful cities of Verona and Vicenza, Padua and Mantua and their
plethora of UNESCO World Heritage Sites

Day Four | Mantua

We spend our day today in Mantua, a gem of
Italian art and architecture often overlooked by
unenlightened visitors to the region. Once home
to many literary figures of the late 1st century BCE
Augustan age, it is also full of Renaissance wonders
and contains the Palazzo Ducale, the largest
residence in Italy after the Vatican. For 400 years
this was the home of the Gonzaga family, the dukes
of Mantua who ruled until 1707. We will explore
this labyrinth which includes a castle, basilica,
courtyards, sumptuous galleries and gardens.

Day Five | Fumane & Villa della Torre

We take a step further back into the past this
morning when we visit the cave site of Fumane.
The cave contains traces of Neanderthal man and
evidence of habitation by modern Homo sapiens,
including sharpened flints, bones and decorations
made from sea shells. The finds provide a crucial
link in the history of human life on Earth as well as
a first glimpse of the creative instinct that inspired
Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo in a later
age. Afterwards we visit nearby Villa della Torre, a
beautiful villa by architect Giulio Romano, where
we enjoy a wine-tasting and lunch before returning
to Sirmione via San Georgio di Valpolicella.

Day Six | Vicenza

We spend our day in Vicenza, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and almost archetypical ideal of

the Renaissance and Baroque era. Vicenza was a
Roman settlement, which came under the sway of
the Scaligeri family from Verona and was passed
between Napoleon’s empire, Austria and Venice
several times in its history. This jewel of a place is
full of galleries, palaces and churches, and is noted
for the works of the great architect Andrea Palladio.
We will visit his amazing villa at La Rotunda. We

Images top to bottom: Desenzano del Garda & Prato della Valle

will also visit Teatro Olimpico, one of only three
Renaissance theatres remaining in existence.

Day Seven | Padua

Our final visit of the tour is to Padua, which
according to tradition going back at least to Virgil's
Aeneid, was founded in 1183 BCE by the Trojan
prince, Antenor. This university town was home to
some of the greatest philosophers, scientists, and
artists in Western culture: Dante, Galileo, Giotto,
Donatello and Copernicus, and the city is one of
Europe’s great cultural and artistic destinations.
Our visits will include the Scrovegni chapel, with
its priceless frescoes by Giotto, the Civic museum,
located in the cloister of the former Eremitani
monastery, the Palazza del Bo and the Basilica of
St. Anthony and baptistry.

Day Eight | Sirmione - Verona
We return to the airport in Verona for our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Eireann Marshall

An Honorary Research Fellow
for the Open University, Eireann
has led many Andante tours.
She won the Top History

and Culture Guide prize at
Wanderlust magazine’s 2019 World Guide Awards
and has also published a variety of articles on Roman
North Africa. Join Eireann on our 28th April & 13th
October departures.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

« Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

e Alllocal transport

Accommodation
* Accommodation in the Hotel Continental
Thermae and Spa, Sirmione

Culinary inclusions

« 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with
dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
28th Apr - 5thMay 54765 $4,355  $623
13th - 20th Oct $4,705 $623
Save $350pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/alga

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Greece

Home to sun-bleached ruins and renowned for being the setting for legendary
myths known the world over, Greece is perhaps the ultimate destination for the
archaeological traveller.

While it may be a familiar destination to many, we offer unique and innovative
itineraries that are often imitated but never matched. Choose one of the tours
among the following pages and you will learn that this country is, to some extent,
a product of its environment and geology. Throughout its vast and rich history,

its vertiginous mountain ranges and mysterious landscapes were imbued with the
divine, from the Vale of Tempe, associated with Apollo and the Muses, to Dodona
and Delphi, dedicated to Zeus and Apollo respectively, just as Meteora became
home to hermit monks who made their home in these isolated mountains to feel
closer to God.

This country is also home to several famously beautiful island groups, including the
= Dodecanese and the Cyclades, whose importance lies far beyond their stunning sun-
kissed seascapes. Located at the crossroads between Europe and Asia Minor, as well
as Africa and the Near East, it was through the Aegean islands that prosperity and
cultural development was brought to Greece, starting with the Bronze Age Cycladic
culture, as well as the staggering Minoan culture in Crete, which can justly be called
the first significant culture in Europe.

The Hellenic rebirth in the Archaic period, instigated through its contact with Egypt
and the Phoenicians, gave rise to a Greece which can justly be called the cradle of
Europe, because so much of what defined Rome, and from thence Europe, was first
developed here. Surveying the magnificent Classical sites found in Athens, Olympia
and Corinth becomes a kind of pilgrimage in which the pages of Herodotus and
Thucydides come to life, and we arrive at an understanding of where we have
come from.
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=T Ascend the Acropolis to the Parthenon, the universal symbol of the classical world
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and the quintessential classical ruin

Wander the city of Akrotiri, the ‘Pompeii of the Aegean,” and admire the fascinating
frescoes on display in the museum

Explore Aptera, the mythological setting for the battle between the Sirens and the Muses

Sail by private charter to Delos and spend the day exploring one of the most important sites in
Greece

Marvel at the richest ancient burial ever found in Europe, the tomb of Philip Il, and its extraordinary

museum
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Athens

A short break to this ancient capital, unimpeded by the usual crowds

4 DAYS FROM $2,310pp PRIV A ctivity Level ©©000

46 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 Images top to bottom: Acropolis, Athens ®Anna Szabo & Agora
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Enjoy an informed, in-depth visit to this wonderful ancient capital. In winter the city belongs
to the locals, the queues for the Parthenon melt away and there is space to absorb the beauty
of its museum treasures. Wrap up warm and explore the city where democracy, architecture,
classical art and literature germinated and flourished.

Ascend the Acropolis to the Parthenon, the universal symbol of the classical world and
the quintessential classical ruin

Explore two fabulous world-class museums, housing between them some of the
greatest collections of antiquities in the world

Soak up the atmosphere of ancient Athens, exploring the quieter corners and
monuments which have survived here for 2,500 years

Day One | Athens
Meet the group at our hotel in Athens.

Day Two | Athens

Our first full day will be dedicated to the Acropolis
and its museum. We will walk through ancient
Athens and then climb to the incomparable
Acropolis, which still dominates the city with a
complex of religious sanctuaries, most famous of
which is the Parthenon — ‘Chamber of the Maiden’
built in the 5th century to house a colossal statue
of Athena, patron goddess of the city. The views
from here are stunning. After lunch in the Plaka,
we visit the fabulous Acropolis Museum, which is
consistently rated as one of the best museums in
the world.

Day Three | Athens

We continue our exploration of Athens, visiting

its ancient economic centre, the Agora, where a
wide range of goods were shipped in from the
nearby port of Piraeus and members of the elected
democracy assembled to discuss affairs of state.
Next, we visit Kerameikos, named in ancient

times after the hero Keramos, son of Dionysus

and Ariadne, where an extensive cemetery was
excavated during the 19th and early 20th centuries.
After lunch we visit the National Museum of
Athens. Now somewhat overlooked by visitors

Images top to bottom: Kerameikos

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Rita Roussos
A native Athenian, Rita taught

Archaeology and Art History at

the American University of Athens.

She is particularly interested in the

place of women in ancient Greece and Rome.

flocking to the Acropolis Museum, it is worth
remembering that this older museum is still home
to one of the greatest collections of antiquities in
the world.

Day Four | Athens

In the morning, we travel to Piraeus which once
consisted of three separate harbours - Kantharos,
Zea, and Munichia. All three harbours are still used
today but since the sea level has risen two metres
since antiquity many of the ancient installations
of Piraeus are now underwater. Excavations still
continue, however, and notable finds have included
several bronze statues, perhaps the most famous
being of Apollo now in the Piraeus Archaeological
Museum. Afterwards, we make our way to the
airport for our independent onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

€€ A full and very well managed

few days. A great learning

experience with a friendly and

like minded group. »”

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation
« Accommodation in the Herodian Hotel or similar

Culinary inclusions

o 3 breakfasts, 2 lunches & 3 dinners
o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share SS

6th - 9th Nov 52386 $2310 521590

Save $70pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/asat
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'The Ancient Argolid

An archaeological treasure house

7 DAYS FROM $4,005pp PRIV A ctivity Level ©©000

48 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 Images top to bottom: Ancient theatre of Epidaurus



Enjoy a relaxed exploration of the lives and landscapes of Greeks, gods and heroes, in the
place where myth and archaeology meet. Join us and discover the Argolid in the eastern
Peloponnese. Our fascinating tour ends in Athens at the National Museum, where we see
artefacts that once furnished and graced the sites we visit across the previous days, and which
belonged to the victors who once walked those hills of the Argolid.

they came

Explore the land of Homer’s heroes and the great bronze citadels from which

Visit the lesser known, quieter sites of the Argolid as well as the big-ticket names

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Rita Roussos

A native Athenian, Rita taught

Archaeology and Art History at

the American University of Athens.

She is particularly interested in the

place of women in ancient Greece and Rome.

Enjoy a prolonged stay in Nafplion, one of the prettiest harbour towns in Greece

Day One | Athens - Nafplion
Meet the group at Athens airport to transfer to our
hotel in Nafplion..

Day Two | Nafplion & Asine

Our day begins at the Archaeological Museum in
Nafplion, where we see artefacts from regional
excavations that include extraordinary Mesolithic
finds and objects from Bronze Age settlements, as
well as later Classical and Hellenistic items. We drive
to Tiryns, whose cyclopean walls made it one of
the most notable fortresses of Mycenaean Greece,
reputedly the birthplace of Heracles. We continue
to the ruins at Asine, mentioned by Homer as part
of the kingdom of Diomedes, King of Argos. We
also visit the 16th century Palmidi Fort, perched on
a crag 200ft above the Argolic Gulf.

Day Three | Prossymna & Mycenae

Today we drive to the ancient Mycenaean citadel
and palace at Prossymna and walk along the original
road to the citadel at Mycenae. This is the centre
of the mighty Helladic Bronze Age civilisation of
Greece, according to legend the capital of King
Agamemnon. Visit the museum, the famous shaft
and Tholos tombs, including the treasury of Atreus.

Day Four | Lena & Argos Museum

We explore Lerna, which in antiquity was a region
of water springs and one of the entrances to the
underworld. We round off the morning with a visit

Images top to bottom: Palmidi Fort & Mycanean fresco

to the Argos Museum with collections from the
region. This afternoon will be spent at leisure.

Day Five | Midea & Nemea

Our morning starts at Midea, considered one the
three most important Bronze Age fortresses in the
region alongside Mycenae and Tiryns. We continue
to Dendera, which appears to have been associated
with the site, and we visit the cemetery and

Tholos tomb here. We explore the Argive Heraion,
an evocative site where we easily imagine the
processions described by ancient authors traversing
the vast tracts of surrounding countryside. We
drive to Nemea, where Heracles slew the Nemean
lion.

Day Six | Epidaurus - Athens

We start our journey north, stopping to see the
extraordinary Mycenaean road bridge at Ligortino.
We also visit Epidaurus, home to the sanctuary of
Asklepios — its core is formed by the finest theatre
in all of Greece. We complete our visits at Troezen,
the birthplace of Theseus, before proceeding to
the Island of Poros for lunch. After lunch we take
the fast ferry to Pireaus and transfer to our hotel.

Day Seven | Athens

We spend the morning at the National
Archaeological Museum in Athens to see its
fabulous collections before transferring to the
airport for our independent onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation
¢ Accommodation in Nafplion & Athens

Culinary inclusions

o 6 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 4 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share SS

23rd - 29th Oct 54285 $4,005 546650

Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/apes
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The Peloponnese
Homer and beyond

12 FROM $6,420pp

Activity Level @@ @O0

ey
A

e

Embark on a modern-day odyssey to the sites of ancient Greece. Beginning in Athens, journey
into the Peloponnesian hills, joining our expert Guide Lecturer as we trace the story of Greece
from the Bronze Age to Classical glory. This will be a memorable trip for anyone who has ever
dreamed of standing at the starting line of the Olympics, debating with Socrates or following in

the footsteps of Hercules.

1, Delphi
%
) Corinth -5 Athens
< Nemea @

Olympia ¢ 3 Mycenae

# .~ Nafplion

# Messene

Pylos

Day One | Athens
Meet the group at our hotel in Athens.

Day Two | Athens

We spend an entire day on foot in ancient Athens.
According to legend the city was founded by

King Theseus, best known for his Minotaur slaying
heroics in Crete. We climb up to the Acropolis

to visit the Parthenon, Theatre of Dionysus and
Temple of Athena. The most important structures
visible today derive from the Golden Age of
Pericles. The afternoon is spent at the Acropolis
Museum, which was built to house every artefact
found at the Acropolis.

50 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

Day Three | Athens - Delphi

We continue our exploration of Athens with a walk
through the sites of the Agora, the political and
commercial heart of ancient Athens, where Socrates
stood trial and where free-born male Athenian
citizens could come to cast their vote. We view
finds from the area in the Museum of the Ancient
Agora, housed in the reconstructed Stoa of Attalos.
After lunch, we enjoy our first drive through the
Peloponnesian hills to our hotel at Delphi.

Day Four | Delphi - Olympia

Spend a day at the Panhellenic Sanctuary at
Delphi. The oracle was given by a priestess called
the Pythia, who sat on a tripod over a chasm in
the inner sanctum and, inhaling the vapours that
came from it, subsequently uttered prophecies in
a trance. We leave in the early afternoon, crossing
the Rion-Antirion bridge, and we travel to the
Peloponnese peninsula at Olympia.

Image: Ruins at ancient Corinth



Explore the well-preserved Mycenaean Palace of Nestor

architecture

Visit the famous Acropolis of Athens with its unique masterpieces of ancient

Gaze upon the National Archaeological Museum of Athens’ galleries, which house
the most important collection of ancient Greek art

Wander around the renowned citadel of Mycenae and see the Lion Gate, the grave
circles and the Treasure of Atreus

Day Five | Olympia

This morning we explore Olympia, home of the
first and greatest Panhellenic Games and the most
important religious centre in the 8th century BC.
Here we find the ruins of the ancient stadium, and
temples such as the Pelopion, once the alleged
tomb of Pelops, the mythical chariot-racing king
who gave this region its name. The major festivals
here provided opportunities for the meeting of
representatives from the Greek states.

Day Six | Olympia - Pylos

Today starts with a visit to the Archaeological
Museum of Chora, which houses finds from Pylos.
We head on to the Palace of Nestor, mentioned
in Homer's writings as home of the oldest and
wisest among the Greeks fighting at Troy. The
palace here is the best preserved Mycenaean
palatial structure excavated and includes reception
areas, baths, store rooms and workshops. Enjoy a
free afternoon in Pylos with an optional boat trip
in the bay (not included).

Day Seven | Pylos - Messene - Nafplion

We spend the morning in Messene, one of the
most beautiful ancient cities in Greece. Pausanias
visited the city between 155 and 160 AD and
described it in his ‘Guide to Greece'. Excavations
in the city have continued for over a century,
revealing a well-preserved stadium, odeon and
many other buildings. We view a great array of
finds from the area in the Archaeological Museum
of ancient Messene. After lunch, we make our
way towards Nafplion.

Day Eight | Nafplion & Epidaurus

This morning we journey to the lovely town of
Nafplion, where we visit the Archaeological
Museum. Before lunch we continue with a visit
to the ancient site of Epidaurus, a celebrated
centre of healing in the ancient world. Perched

Images top to bottom: Delphi

on the slopes of a hill, the town has both some
of the finest examples of 14th and 15th century
architecture in Greece, and some of the finest
views. The afternoon is free to spend at your own
leisure in Nafplion.

Day Nine | Nafplion - Mycenae

We explore the great Bronze Age hilltop site of
Mycenae, another major hub of Greek civilisation,
and, according to Greek tradition, capital of
legendary King Agamemnon. Excavations support
Homer’s claim of a city ‘well built and rich in gold".
We wander into the city with its Cyclopean walls
through the famous Lion Gate and we view the
archaeological remains of the acropolis, including
the palace and the grave circles, where the so-
called mask of Agamemnon was found.

Day Ten | Nemea - Tiryns

This morning, we visit the site of Nemea where,
according to legend, Heracles fought the Nemean
Lion. We see the Temple of Zeus. After lunch we
will continue to the archaeological site of Tiryns, a
Mycenaean hillfort said to have been the mythical
birthplace of Heracles. We will see the citadel
with its Cyclopean walls as well as the palace
remains.

Day Eleven | Corinth - Athens

We drive to Corinth, which owed its prosperity

to the isthmus that joins the Peloponnese

to the mainland. One of the great cities of
classical Greece, it was founded by Corinthos,

a descendent of the god Helios, according to
Hellenic myth. Upon arrival in Athens, we will view
the National Archaeological Museum in Athens
with its fantastic collections.

Day Twelve | Athens

Our Peloponnesian odyssey comes to an end. We
bid farewell to the city of Athens and make our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Dr Rita Roussos
A native Athenian, Rita taught
archaeology and art history

at the American University of
Athens. Join Rita on our 6th May
departure.

Dr Christina
Hatzimichael-Whitley

A tutor in Greek archaeology at
the Cardiff Centre for Lifelong
Learning, Christina specialises in
Minoan Crete and is Co-Director
of the Praisos Survey. Join Christina on our 22nd
September departure.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

« Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

e Alllocal transport

Accommodation
« Accommodation in Delphi, Olympia, Pylos,
Nafplion & Athens

Culinary inclusions

o 11 breakfasts, 10 lunches & 10 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Twin/Dbl Share  SS
56776 $6420  $1,050
22nd Sep - 3rd Oct 56866 $6,450  $1,050
Save $350pp with our 2025 Special Offer

Date
6th - 17th May

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/apel

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Crete & Santorini

Rise and fall of the Minoan civilisation

8 DAYS FROM $5,130pp

Activity Level @@ @O0

The Minoans are known for their incredible labyrinthine palaces - the greatest of which is at
Knossos, where Theseus defeated the Minotaur. Our journey across these two beautiful islands
will showcase the architectural and artistic skills of this Bronze Age civilisation, whose writing,
ambition and organisation profoundly influenced ancient Greece’s development.

Day One | Santorini
Meet the group at our hotel in Santorini, where we
stay for the next two nights.

Day Two | Fira & Akrotiri

Our first full day begins at the Prehistoric Museum
in Fira, home to dazzling wall paintings from the
Minoan buildings at Akrotiri, as well as a large
number of artefacts found in various island
excavations. Don’t miss jugs depicting elegant
birds, dating from the middle Cycladic period of
1800 to 2000 BC, and the statue of the golden
goat, discovered in Akrotiri in 1999. This afternoon
we continue to Akrotiri itself. Destroyed by a
catastrophic volcanic eruption in around 1500

BC and buried in ash, the city is reminiscent of
Pompeii, and it has retained some impressively
well-preserved houses. The drainage systems and
complex buildings indicate a once prosperous
society with many successful trade links. We stop
to admire the delightful ‘Fresco of the Monkeys’
as well as the ‘House of the Ladies’, with its striking
central light well.

Day Three | Thera - Heraklion

After breakfast we journey up winding roads to the
ancient city of Thera, located on a ridge of Mesa
Vouno mountain, some 360 metres above sea level.
The site has been under excavation since 1904, and
findings from the city have contributed immensely
to our understanding of Minoan culture and history.
We imagine the people whose lives were centred

around Thera’s 800-metre long main street, who
attended performances in the city’s enormous
theatre and who worshipped Hermes and

Heracles within the walls of the sacred grotto. This
afternoon we visit Panagia Episkopi, a Byzantine
cathedral containing many beautiful frescoes,
before a ferry takes us to our next destination of
historic Heraklion. We arrive in Crete’s largest city in
time for dinner.

Day Four | Palace of Knossos & Vathypetro

The fourth day of our holiday begins with a trip
to the world-renowned Palace of Knossos, a
majestic complex erected in Greece’s Bronze Age,
and the largest Bronze Age site in the country.
The intricate, multi-storeyed layout of the palace
has led to its connection with numerous myths
and legends, including that of the Minotaur and
the labyrinth. We take in the royal quarters, with
their decorated Throne Room, as well as noting
the axe stands within the House of the High Priest.
We continue on to the Minoan country house
and outbuildings of Vathypetro, the surviving
remnants of a settlement that stretched across
three hills. Here we observe an elaborate shrine as
well as a wonderfully preserved wine press — one
of the oldest in the world. Following this we return
to Heraklion to spend time at the exceptional
Heraklion Museum, with its exquisite jewellery
and brightly-coloured wall paintings. Within this
peerless collection of artefacts from the Minoan
age is the iconic bull’s head ‘rhyton’, or ceremonial

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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drinking vessel, which was brought here from the
Palace of Knossos.

Day Five | Palace of Phaistos - Gortyn

We enjoy a morning at the columns and courtyards
of Phaistos to visit Ayia Triada, a grand but ruinous
Bronze Age villa that has yielded more examples
of Linear A tablets than any other site of its kind.
After this we travel to the magnificent Palace of
Phaistos. Famous finds here include thousands of
documents, some inscribed with the earliest known
occurrence of the still undeciphered writing of

the Minoans — a script also known as ‘Linear A. We
resume our adventures at the important Greco-
Roman site of Gortyn in the verdant Messara
Valley, a gem of the archaeological world since

its discovery in 1884. Thought to have once been
populated by over 300,000 people, the site is

best known for its collection of 5th century stone

Images top to bottom: Knossos Palace



Tick the mighty Palace of Knossos off your archaeological wish-list

Explore the city of Akrotiri— the “Pompeii of the Aegean” — and admire the
fascinating frescoes on display in the museum

Take a boat trip to the island of Spinalonga, a leper colony that was in use right up
until the 60s, where we will explore the abandoned buildings and its history

Visit the vast Archaeological Museum in Heraklion and view its fascinating collections

blocks, inscribed with the law codes of classical
Greece — the oldest and most complete example of
coded ancient Greek laws ever found.

Day Six | Palace of Malia - Gournia

Our day starts with a trip to the Palace of Malia,

a huge Minoan complex just north of the Lasithi
Mountains, significant not only for its size, but

also its strategic port and grand facades. We then
proceed to the well-preserved late Minoan town of
Gournia, one of the few sites in the region to have
been fully excavated. The remains of Gournia cluster
around cobbled streets on the side of a hill and are
crowned by the now-ruined palace. Traces of some
50 houses are in evidence here, as well as a court
and cemetery. This afternoon we have the option
of a boat trip to the haunting and evocative island
of Spinalonga, the location of a former leper colony
that was still in use right up until 1962. It is believed
that the island was cut off from the mainland by
occupying Venetians in the 16th century in order to
strengthen their defences.

Day Seven | Mochlos

This morning, if the weather permits, we have

the option to journey by fishing boat across the
turquoise Gulf of Mirabello to the tiny island of
Mochlos, on which an important Minoan town
once stood — a hub of trade and industry. A number
of pit graves and tombs have been unearthed here,
and the excavations, begun in 1908, continue to

this day. This afternoon is free for us to enjoy our
spectacular surroundings at our leisure. Stroll along

Images top to bottom: Gournia, Mochlos & Phaistos disc

the splendid coastline, doze in the sunshine or
plunge into the warm and welcoming waters near
our hotel — the choice is yours.

Day Eight | Sissi - Heraklion

This may well be our last morning in Crete, but the
discoveries aren’t over yet. Before we make our
journey to the airport, we drive to stunning Sissi to
visit the excavations on Kephali Hill, where evidence
of Early Minoan mortuary activity has been found
near Crete’s latest Minoan palace to be discovered.
Alas, it is now time to say goodbye to the Minoan
world and to our fabulous group as we make our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Dr Christina
Hatzimichael-Whitley

A tutor in Greek archaeology at
the Cardiff Centre for Lifelong
Learning, Christina specialises
in Minoan Crete and is Co-Director of the Praisos
Survey. Join Christina on our 20th May departure.

Dr Rita Roussos

A native Athenian, Rita taught
archaeology and art history at the
American University of Athens.
Join Rita on our 2nd September
departure.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

o Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel
¢ Alllocal transport
Accommodation

« Accommodation in Santorini, Heraklion & Elounda

Culinary inclusions

« 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 6 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
20th - 27th May 5579 $5290  $920
2nd - 9th Sep 55556 $5,]130 $920

Save $420pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/acre

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 53



Crete - Introducing the Minoans
An expert-led tour that traverses Crete from East to West

8 DAYS FROM $5,010pp Activity Level ®@ @00

Inhabited since the Middle Palaeolithic, Crete became a dominant power in the Mediterranean
in the 3rd millennium BCE when the people we refer to as Minoans constructed palaces on

a scale not known in Europe at the time. There is a particular charm and elegance to the
Minoan civilisation demonstrated through lively and free artistic impression and an obvious
delight in realistic decoration with sea creatures, leaping dolphins and the bright colours of the
Mediterranean World. Alongside the wonderful Minoan sites, much of the charm of the Crete
we see today also stems from the influence of more than four centuries of Venetian rule which
saw a flourishing in the island’s architecture and arts. This tour which traverses Crete from

East to West has it all: stunning archaeology, beautiful coastal villages and towns and dramatic
landscapes accompanied by the island’s wonderful cuisine.

Day One | Chania
Meet the group at our hotel in Chania.

Day Two | Chania

Today is devoted to Chania starting with the
Archaeological Museum where we see a plethora
of remains dating from the Neolithic to the Roman
periods. Highlights include Minoan ceramics and
terracotta figures of bird faced women, as well as a
3rd century mosaic dating from the Roman period.
In the afternoon, we will have a walking tour of

its pretty Venetian quarter, including the narrow
alleys of the Kastelli region and the wider streets of
the Jewish district which dates to the 16th century
when Jews, exiled from Spain and Southern Italy,
made their home here.

Day Three | Chania

This morning we visit the fascinating Maritime
Museum on the western end of the Old Venetian
Harbour. It contains exhibits from Greek naval
history from Bronze Age to the Venetian and

Ottoman period to the Battle of Crete. Its star
exhibit is a life size replica of a Minoan ship, the
‘Minoa’. Later we explore some more of Chania
including the Kastelli hill where recent excavations
have uncovered more of the city’s 5,000 year past.
We end our day with a visit to the Agia Triada
Monastery to admire its Venetian and Cretan
Renaissance style.

Day Four | Chania - Aptera - Heraklion
Leaving Chania, we visit Aptera, whose stunning
and strategic positioning ensured it was powerful
from the Minoan to the Hellenistic periods. Here
we see remains of a 12th century monastery
dedicated to St. John Theologos, as well as remains
of a Classical temple and an impressive Roman
cistern. We continue to Heraklion, stopping en
route to explore the excellent new Museum of
Eleutherna in Rethymnon which displays finds from
Eletherna, including an archaic statue, the Lady of
Eletherna, reminiscent of the statue of Demeter
known as the Lady of Auxerre in the Louvre, and
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grave goods from the Bronze Age.

Day Five | Knossos & Archanes

This morning, we visit the world famous site of
Knossos, which boasted a population of 100,000
at its height in the 18th century BC and which was
settled from as early as the 7th millennium. The
palace, controversially reconstructed by Arthur
Evans, was the civic and religious centre of the
settlement, as well as the residence of the King.
The intricate, multi-storeyed layout of the palace
has led to its connection with numerous myths
and legends, including that of the Minotaur and
the labyrinth. We take in the royal quarters, with
their decorated Throne Room, as well as noting
the axe stands within the House of the High Priest.
Later today we visit two important Museums,

the Archaeological Museum of Archanes which
displays collections of Minoan pottery and

stone vessels found during excavations at Fourni
Necropolis, Anemospilia, and Archanes and the

Image: Knoss Palace



Discover the lesser-known archaeological remains of Ayia Triada and Mochlos as well
as the famous Minoan Palaces

Muses

Explore Aptera, the mythological setting for the battle between the Sirens and the

Delight in the lovely harbour town of Chania with its charming Venetian architecture

exceptional Heraklion Museum, with its exquisite
jewellery and brightly coloured wall paintings.
Within this peerless collection of artefacts from
the Minoan age is the iconic bull’'s head ‘rhyton’,
or ceremonial drinking vessel, brought here from
Knossos Palace.

Day Six | Ayia Triadha & Gortyn

We start our day at the site of Ayia Triada, a grand
but ruinous Bronze Age villa that has yielded more
examples of Linear A tablets than any other site of
its kind. We proceed to Phaistos, inhabited from
the 5th millennium BCE, it is the site of two palaces
from different periods which were abandoned

by the Mycenaean period. Mentioned by Homer,
Phaistos is described in artefacts with Linear A
inscriptions found on the site. We resume our
adventures at the important Greco-Roman site of
Gortyn in the verdant Messara Valley, a gem of the
archaeological world since its discovery in 1884. It
is justly famous for being the locus of the oldest
and most complete Classical law code, inscribed
on stones reused in the Trajanic period and

how on display on site — though parts are in the
Louvre. Our time here includes a visit to the new
Archaeological Museum of Messara which opened
in May 2023. The museum is home to a permanent
exhibition entitled 'Among the Mountains: the
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human presence in Messara from prehistoric to
Christian times' and features artefacts from the
Roman site of Gortyn and the Minoan Palace of
Phaistos.

Day Seven | Gournia & Mochlos

Today we visit the Palace of Malia, a huge Minoan
complex just north of the Lasithi Mountains,
significant not only for its size, but also its strategic
port and grand facades. We then proceed to the
well-preserved late Minoan town of Gournia,

one of the few sites in the region to have been
fully excavated. The remains of Gournia cluster
around cobbled streets on the side of a hill and

are crowned by the now-ruined palace. Traces of
some 50 houses are in evidence here, as well as a
court and cemetery. After lunch we go by boat to
the tiny island of Mochlos, which may have been
connected to the island in the Minoan period. Here
we see remains dating from the Minoan era up to
the Hellenistic period and beyond. Notable are the
hoards of metal found on the islands, as well as a
Minoan necropolis.

Day Eight | Heraklion
We transfer to Heraklion airport to make our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Rita Roussos
A native Athenian, Rita taught
Archaeology and Art History

at the American University

of Athens. She is particularly
interested in the place of women
in ancient Greece and Rome.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

e Alllocal transport

Accommodation
» Accommodation in Chania & Heraklion

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
8th - 15th Apr 55366 $5,010  $790
Save $350pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/acmi

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 55



Discover the Dodecanese

Following in the footsteps of Herakles

9 DAYS FROM $5,780pp Activity Level ®®®00 ’

- - il

See another side of the lovely islands of Rhodes and Kos and rediscover their ancient origins.
Long beloved by British travellers, there is more to appreciate here than their lovely beaches
and sheltered bays. Hugging the coastline in the south-eastern corner of the Aegean, these
islands were in the midst of a crucial sea lane in antiquity and served as a bridge between east
and west during their long and eventful history. From Hellenistic sanctuaries, Roman villas
and Crusader fortresses to Byzantine churches and stylish Italian architecture, characteristics
of both worlds can be found here. And venturing inland, the landscape swiftly changes from
urban dwellings to juniper and thyme-clad hills where broom, myrtle and laurel grow in

profusion.

Day One | Rhodes
Meet the group at our hotel in Rhodes.

Day Two | Rhodes

Today we explore Rhodes, occupied by the Knights
of the Order of St. John for over two centuries
and one of the best-preserved medieval cities in
Europe. We walk through its beautiful medieval
centre down the Avenue of the Knights to the
Archaeological Museum, housed in the former
hospital of the Knights. This fantastic Gothic
building contains some remarkable finds from
the island including an exquisite marble statue of
Aphrodite and extraordinary Hellenistic pebble
mosaics. In the afternoon we visit the Acropolis
and its precipitous terraces on the slopes of Agis
Stefanos Hill.

Day Three | Lindos & Kalavarda

This morning we visit the small village of Lindos
which was founded by the Dorians in the 10th
century BCE. The dramatic natural landscape here
is enhanced by the picturesque quality of the more
modern town with the Acropolis rising dominantly
behind it. The stunning views from the top are
worth the 250 steps it takes to reach it and here we
see Temple of Athena lodged within the ruins of a
medieval castle. In the afternoon we travel on to
Kalavarda, a well-preserved Hellenistic and Roman
city with superb views of the ocean.

Day Four | Kamiros & lalyssos

Today we drive along the northwest coast of the
island to ancient Kamiros, built amphitheatrically
overlooking the sea. Together with Lindos and
lalyssos, it was one of the three most powerful
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cities in Rhodes which reached their peak in

the 6th — 7th centuries BCE. Kamiros was the
smallest of the three and relied more heavily on

its agriculture in the production of wine, olive oil
and the cultivation of fig trees. In the afternoon we
explore lalyssos which lies at the highest point of
the Filerimos hill, overlooking Rhodes.

Day Five | Rhodes - Kos

We take the early morning ferry to the island

of Kos famed throughout the ancient world

for its sanctuary dedicated to the healing god
Asclepios. Arriving mid-morning, we head to the
Archaeological Museum. Housed in one of the last
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Chrysocheria

Enjoy a day spent on the lovely island of Kalymnos, where we discover the Castle of

Admire the fabulous collection of statuary at Rhodes Archaeological Museum

Soak up the stunning views at Lindos and Kalavarda

Discover the Asklepieion, one of the pre-eminent healing centres in the ancient world

major public buildings constructed during Italian
occupation, the collections here include artefacts
found in the Sanctuary of Kos. Later we explore the
substantial ruins of Nerazia Castle, a 14th century
construction bult by the Order of St. John. The
fortress is situated at the entrance of Kos harbour
and faces Halikarnassos Castle just opposite on the
Turkish coast with which it collaborated to control
this strategic body of water. In the ancient world
this strait was a great maritime crossroad for ships
from Egypt, Rome, Syria and Persia.

Day Six | Asklepion & Antimachia

We travel along the cypress-lined road to the
Asklepieion, a healing sanctuary dedicated to the
god Asclepios, built in the 4th century BC. Formed
along tree terraces, the sanctuary is situated on
the slopes of Mount Dikeos and is set among
natural springs and pine woods. Overlooking the
narrow straits to Bodrum we find wonderful views
here across the sea and coast. We continue to the
Castle of Antimachia, the target of Turkish assault
in the Middle Ages - with only one entrance and
exit, doubly fortified, it was able to withstand many
attacks. Finally, we stop at the ruins of the Early
Christian basilica Agios Stephanos.

Images top to bottom: Asklepieion

Day Seven | Kalymnos

We enjoy a day trip to the beautiful island of
Kalymnos, described as ‘rich in honey’ by Homer.
We explore the Castle of Chrysocheria, built in the
15th century by the Knights Hospitaller and also
discover some of the beautiful white Byzantine
churches which dot the hills. In the afternoon we
visit Kalymnos Archaeological Museum where

we discover a fine collection of marble statues
found in 2001 off the coast, along with the splendid
bronze figure of the ‘Lady of Kalymnos’ pulled from
the seabed by a Kalymnian fisherman in 1995.

Day Eight | Kos

We spend our last day in Kos. There are many
Graeco-Roman ruins scattered through the town
to enjoy, including streets and houses, the agora
and the Pandemos Aphrodite Sanctuary. In the
afternoon we will see the Western Excavation area,
which includes a Roman Odeon, Casa Romana, and
the Baptistry of St. John Prodromos.

Day Nine | Kos

Our tour comes to an end and we make our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Rita Roussos
A native Athenian, Rita taught
Archaeology and Art History

at the American University

of Athens. She is particularly
interested in the place of women
in ancient Greece and Rome.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation
* Accommodation in Rhodes & Kos

Culinary inclusions

o 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 8 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with
dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
3rd - 11th Oct 56200 $5780  $870
Save $420pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/adod

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 57



The Cyclades

Explore sacred islands and sprawling ruins

11 DAYS FROM $8,000pp Activity Level ®® @00

Of all the Greek islands scattered over the Aegean Sea, the Cyclades have the most evocative
mythology. Travelling by land and crossing by ferry, discover atmospheric archaeological

sites on these fascinating islands from beautiful Delos, the legendary birthplace of Apollo, to
unassuming Tinos, well off the tourist radar.

x Athens

€

" Tinos

. Delos
; Naxos

los

> Santorini

Day One | Santorini
Meet the group at our hotel in Santorini.

Day Two | Thera & Akrotiri

We visit ancient Thera, the classical city built after
the catastrophic eruption that ended the Bronze
Age prosperity of the island. Public buildings,
markets, theatre, baths, temples, private residences,
and one complete road network with sewage
system constitutes the city’s picture. After lunch,
we visit the Prehistoric Museum, where finds from
the area are on display, including some vibrant
Bronze Age frescoes found at Akrotiri. We end

the day with a visit to Akrotiri, the once well-
connected Minoan port town with trading links
throughout the eastern Mediterranean.
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Day Three | Santorini - Ios

We take the morning ferry to the hilly island of
los. In antiquity, the island prospered because

it lay at the junction of key trading routes that
linked the Cyclades with mainland Greece, Crete
and Asia Minor. Occupied since the early Cycladic
period, there is archaeology here from all the
major periods of this region’s history — Minoan,
Mycenean, Phoenician, Roman and Byzantine. We
start our exploration at the small Archaeological
Museum, which displays artefacts found during
excavations on the island over the last 30 years.
After lunch we will check in to our hotel for some
free time to relax.

Day Four | los

Today we explore this rugged, hilly island, starting
with a visit to Skarkos. Situated in Kambos, one
of the most fertile areas of the island, the middle

Image: The Temple of Apollo



sites in Greece

Sail by private charter to Delos and spend the day exploring one of the most important

delightful island of los

Visit the spectacular prehistoric settlement of Skarkos and ‘Homer’s’ tomb on the

beautiful Aegean landscape

Admire the sleeping giants of Naxos, the Flerio Kourous, scattered throughout this

Early Bronze Age settlement is one of the oldest
and best-preserved Cycladic prehistoric sites in
Greece. After lunch, we continue to the remains
of the Paleokastro built by the Venetians in the
15th century. Now very ruinous, this was once a
substantial fort and there are spectacular views
over the seas to neighbouring islands. We end the
day at Homer’s tomb, allegedly one of three grave
sites on the northern edge of the island.

Day Five | Ios - Naxos

Taking to the sea once more we cross to Naxos,
the largest island in the archipelago, where we
arrive in time for lunch. In the afternoon, we drive
to the Flerio area, where ancient marbles quarries
were situated. Here we see the two oversized but
incomplete stone figures of young men (Kourai)
dating to the early 6th century BC. Probably
damaged during their creation, these marble
statues, each weighing between 7 and 8 tonnes,
were abandoned on the mountainside.

Day Six | Naxos

Spending the day on Naxos, we drive to the south
of the island and the fertile valley of Livadi to

visit the Sanctuary of Apollo and Demeter at
Sangri to see the remains of the all-marble temple
constructed in the late 6th century. After lunch,
we continue to the ruins of the Sanctuary of Iria,
dedicated to the god Dionysus. Its importance is
attested not only by splendid architectural finds
but also the numerous votive offerings found here.
A limited sample of the movable finds can be seen
in the small on-site museum.

Day Seven | Delos

Today we take our private boat to the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of Delos. Now ‘an isle of
ghosts, uninhabited since antiquity’ (John Freely), it
was once one of the most sacred places of ancient
Greece and one of the most robust trade centres.
Its claim as the birthplace of Apollo gave Delos a
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strong religious identity that lasted for hundreds
of years. Excavations began in 1872 and are still in
progress, having unearthed the Sanctuary and a
good part of the Hellenistic town, and the findings

are in the on-site museum. We explore the temples,

houses and agorae of this sacred island.

Day Eight | Naxos - Tinos

We visit the Archaeological Museum in Naxos.
Situated in the central square leading to the Kastro,
it is housed in a 17th century Venetian house,
spread over several storeys. Its collection of early
Cycladic marble figurines is second only to that
of Athens’ National Museum. In the afternoon
we catch our ferry to Tinos. This unsophisticated,
mountainous island is famous for its marble and
distinctive architecture — Tinian dovecotes, a
legacy of the Venetians, are scattered across the
landscape.

Day Nine | Tinos

Today we visit the Archaeological Museum, which
includes finds from the Sanctuary of Poseidon.
Afterwards, we visit the sanctuary itself, situated
opposite the beach of Kionia. Tinos was the only
island in the Cyclades that dedicated an entire
temple to Poseidon. Worshippers came here to
cleanse and purify before travelling to the sacred
island of Delos. We end the day at the Pyrgos
Museum, which is dedicated to the local history
of marble and explains the quarrying and sculpting
techniques used on the island since antiquity.

Day Ten | Tinos - Athens

We take the ferry to Rafina and from there we
travel to Sounion, where we visit the beautiful
Temple of Poseidon. Later we transfer to Athens
for our final night in Greece.

Day Fleven | Athens
We transfer to Athens airport for our independent
onward journeys.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Rita Roussos
A native Athenian, Rita taught
Archaeology and Art History

at the American University

of Athens. She is particularly
interested in the place of women
in ancient Greece and Rome.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation
* Accommodation in Santorini, los, Naxos, Tinos &
Athens

Culinary inclusions

« 10 breakfasts, 9 lunches & 10 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
22nd May - 1st Jun  $8,000 $1,250

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/aicy

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Macedonia

The glories of northern Greece

8 DAYS FROM $5,405pp Activity Level ®® @00

This tour of Northern Greece is full of fantastic archaeological sites, marked over the centuries
by a cornucopia of peoples and cultures from the Macedonians, Thracians and Slavs to the
Romans, Byzantines, Slavs and Ottomans. We follow in the footsteps of conquerors and

travel through landscapes dotted with canyons, lakes, waterfalls and rivers in an area thick

with history. We discover famous sanctuaries and monuments to victory, palaces, painted
tombs and exquisite pebble mosaics which survive at the Macedonian cities of Verghina and
Pella. From the beautiful lakeside town of Kastoria , a town largely undiscovered by tourists,

to Thessaloniki, a city whose historical importance and legacy can be said to rival that of

Constantinople.

Day One | Thessaloniki - Kastoria

Meet the group at Thessaloniki airport to transfer
to Kastoria, a beautiful lakeside town situated on a
rocky isthmus on the shores of Lake Orestiada.

Day Two | Kastoria

Aside from its picturesque charms, extraordinarily
Kastoria boasts more than 70 Byzantine and post-
Byzantine churches dating from the 9th to the
16th centuries scattered around the town. Many
are sadly in poor state of repair but distinguished
by the frescoes which decorate them. The quality

of the artwork is astonishing, and we will visit a
small selection at Agios Stephanos, Taxiarchis
Oikonomou and Archangel Michael, each
concealing something unique behind their intricate
brickwork. Later we explore Dispilio, the site of a
large neolithic settlement that once stood on stilts
in the lake.

Day Three | Kastoria - Edessa

Before we leave the region, we will visit Aigos
Orestiko Archaeological Museum which displays
important finds from excavations in the region.
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Afterwards we continue to Edessa, a city defined
by the water which flows into it from the Pindus
Mountains to the west. The waterfalls of Edessa are
a striking natural wonder noted from the Roman
Empire to the travel writing of Edward Lear. We
admire their thundering beauty before we follow
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Admire the remarkable frescos which decorate the Byzantine churches of Kastoria

Discover the waterfalls at Edessa, a city defined by water

extraordinary museum

Enjoy the richest ancient burial ever found in Europe — the tomb of Philip Il — and its

the Great

Explore ancient Pella, the capital of Macedonia and famous birthplace of Alexander

the road over the Ottoman bridge that carried
the Via Egnatia across the river and explore the
remnants of the ancient city. Later we continue to
Mezia and visit the Nymphaeum where Aristotle
instructed the pupils of the Macedonian elite,
Alexander the Great among them, in political
discourse and philosophy.

Day Four | Edessa - Aigai - Thessaloniki
Today is dedicated to Verghina (ancient Aigai),
the capital of the Macedonian kingdom before
its move to Pella in the 4th century BCE. We see
the remarkable painted tombs, displayed in the
excellent site Museum of the Royal Tombs of
Aigai under the recreated mound which originally
covered the burials. We will also visit the newly
opened Palace of Aigai once one of the largest
buildings in Classical Greece as well as the new
Polycentric Museum of Aigai. After our site visit,
we continue to Thessaloniki for our first night in
this fascinating city.

Day Five | Pella - Thessaloniki

Our first visit today is to Pella, where we explore
Macedonia’s administrative capital and the

birthplace of both Philip Il and Alexander the Great.

We see the monumental agora, and houses and the
exceptional mosaics made from carefully selected
natural pebbles, now on display in the museum.
These extraordinary mosaics were made mostly of
carefully selected natural pebbles with occasional
use of artificial tesserae, terracotta and of strips of
lead; the eyes were inlaid with precious stones that
have not survived. In the afternoon, we return to

Images top to bottom: Pella

Thessalolinki visit the Archaeological Museum with
extraordinary finds from the city and its region,
including the stunning Derveni bronze crater.

Day Six | Dion

We travel south following the curve of the
coastline to Dion at the foot of Mount Olympus,
the religious capital of Macedonia. An evocative site
with a magical setting, surrounded by trees in which
nightingales sing and crisscrossed with a labyrinth of
springs and streams. It is here that both Philip Il and
Alexander used to celebrate their victories at by
holding Olympic Games and magnificent receptions
and where Alexander conducted sacrifices before
his campaign into Asia in 334 BCE. We will also visit
the small Archaeological Museum nearby.

Day Seven | Thessaloniki

Today is devoted to Thessaloniki, founded by King
Cassander as a new capital city. We explore the
city on foot taking in the Agora and Roman forum
before heading to the Late Roman palace complex
of Galerius to view the Rotunda and the Triumphal
Arch of the emperor. We will take a short walk
along the promenade to see the White Tower,
before stopping for lunch nearby. In the afternoon
we will pay a visit to two of the city’s oldest
churches, Aghios Dimitrios and Aghia Sophia,
before we head to the Byzantine, UNESCO World
Heritage listed, Walls of Thessaloniki, or Kastra as
they are known to those that live in the city. Over
half of these fortifications which once protected
the city, are still standing today. Afterwards, a visit
to the adjacent and equally superb Byzantine

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Oliver Gilkes
One of our longest-standing
Guide Lecturers, Oliver has
worked as a field and museum
archaeologist in the UK, Albania
and Italy. Oliver is still involved in projects in Albania
and is considered one of just a handful of experts on
Albanian archaeology in the UK.

Museum which completes our survey of the
archaeology of the region.

Day Eight | Thessaloniki
We transfer to the airport to make our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation

* Accommodation in the Hotel Airotel Galaxy
Kavala, Samothrace Aeolus Hotel & Ramada Plaza

Alexandroupoli

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with
dinner

Dates & prices per person
Twin/Dbl Share  SS
$5.405 $840

Date
Tith - 18th Sep

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/amcd

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Wild Thrace

Discover ancient

9 DAYS FROM $5,095pp

tivity Level @@ @O0

{4 Very good. Very well organised

with an excellent guide. 4

East of Thessaloniki are the mountains and plains of Thrace. Its ancient kingdoms were
alternately at war and allied with Persians, Greeks and Macedonians. Discover the strategic cities
that grew up in the wake of passing conquerors Phillipi, Mesembria with its Romano-Thracian
chariot burials, and catch a glimpse of the city of Amphipolis. Thrace’s landmark archaeological
sites and Byzantine, Medieval and Ottoman monuments add to its rich cultural heritage. This
wild land is notable for the peaceful coexistence of Christian and Muslim traditions.

Day One | Thessaloniki - Kavala

Meet the group at Thessaloniki airport to transfer
to Kavala visiting, en route, the great Athenian
colony of Amphipolis, site of a battle between
Athens and Sparta during the Peloponnesian

war where we explore remains of a necropolis,

a gymnasium as well as houses dating from the
Roman period.

Day Two | Kavala - Philippi

Today we explore the Archaeological Museum in
Kavala which houses remains from Amphipolis and
other ancient sites found nearby. We proceed to an
important UNESCO listed site on the Via Egnatia,
the Macedonian and Roman colony of Philippi,
named after Philip I, who conquered it and

famed for the decisive battle between Octavian,

Antony and the Conspirators who killed Caesar.
Here we explore the forum, heroon and well-
preserved theatre, as well as impressive Byzantine
monuments. At the end of the day, we return to
Kavala where we see the Byzantine Castle.

Day Three | Thasos

This morning as we make our way to Keramoti port
and continue by ferry to the Island of Thasos, the
most northerly of all Greek islands surrounded by
the crystal-clear waters of the Aegean Sea. This

was originally a Parian colony, enriched by its gold
and silver mines. Marble was the island’s other
commaodity, and some of its beaches are composed
of marble sand. We spend a day on the island
exploring the excavated remains of the classical city
which once lay under modern day Limenas. We will
also visit Limenas Museum before returning to the

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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mainland.
Day Four | Abdera, Xanthi & Komotini

We spend the day exploring the site of ancient
Abdera which had strong links with Phoenicians
and produced a number of important scholars
including the Sophist Protagoras and historian
Hecataeus. The city which became prosperous in
the Classical period through its trade with Thrace,
has left important remains, including several
houses from the Roman period and later Byzantine
churches. We continue to Xanthi, a major trading

Images top to bottom: Thassos




the region

Discover the traces of Roman, Medieval and Ottoman history which remain across

and Samothrace

Take a short trip across the Thracian sea to the lovely unspoiled islands of Thasos

1000 BCE

Explore the Sanctuary of the Great Gods, built to honour fertility deities around

town in Byzantine and Ottoman eras well known in
Greece for its distinctive period architecture. We
end the day with a visit to Komotini whose history
was closely tied to the Via Engatia down to the late
antique period when Theodosius fortified the road
here.

Day Five | Kavala - Samothrace

An early start this morning as we make our way to
Alexandropouli in time for the morning ferry to the
lovely island of Samothrace. We arrive mid-morning
and drive up to the Chora set high up on Mount
Saos and visit its citadel built by the Galluzi family
in the 14th century when Venice controlled large
parts of the Aegean. There are lovely views over
the town, where flowers spill from window boxes
and trees form canopies over restaurants and cafes.
After lunch we check into our hotel with some free
time to relax after our early start or alternatively,
you may wish to join an optional walk in Fonias
Gorge.

Day Six | Samothrace - Alexandroupoli
We spend the morning exploring the famous
classical ‘Sanctuary of the Gods’. This was one
of the most important religious complexes in
Greece, set up in honour of the ‘Great Gods’
before the arrival of the Greek colonists. Rivalling
that of Eleusis, it was known as the ‘Delos of the
North'. We will also visit the small site museum
which presents exhibits from the Sanctuary as
well as various archaeological sites of the island.
After lunch we will return to the Chora for
some free time before we catch the ferry back
to the mainland and transfer to our hotel in
Alexandroupoli.

Day Seven | Mesembria & Maroneia
We explore the ruins at Mesembria, beautifully

Images top to bottom: Philippi

situated on the coast near the mouth of the
stream Shabla Dere, now identified as the ancient
Greek polis of Zoni. Excavations on the site have
been continuously conducted for over 50 years
and have brought to light the fortification wall,
private houses inside the fortified area, the city's
layout with its street network, public buildings, a
sanctuary of Demeter and a temple of Apollo. In
the afternoon we return to Alexandroupoli to visit
the Archaeological Museum. Opening in 2022, the
museum contains more than 1,000 ancient objects
excavated from the archaeological sites around
Alexandroupoli, Evros and the wider region of
Thrace.

Day Eight | Didymoteicho & Evros Delta
This morning, we travel north to Didymoteicho
whose idiosyncratic name might derive from its
two sets of walls built in the 6th century under
Justinian. Built on a rocky outcrop, the town once
controlled the estuary of two rivers from its
commanding position and we shall explore some
of the fortifications and remains of Byzantine
houses as well as the small church of St Catherine.
In the afternoon we take a boat trip on the Evros,
a river associated with a number of Greek myths
and named by Euripides as ‘argiroritis’, the carrier
of silver. Its estuary in the Thracian Gulf forms
the Evros Delta, a region of coastal lakes, lagoons,
dunes, swamps, and reed beds, one of Europe's
most important natural habitats rich in wildlife.

Day Nine | Alexandroupoli - Thessaloniki
Our tour comes to an end, and we return to
Thessaloniki airport to make our independent
onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Dr Christina
Hatzimichael-Whitley

A tutor in Greek archaeology at
the Cardiff Centre for Lifelong
Learning, Christina specialises

in Minoan Crete and is Co-Director of the Praisos
Survey. Join Christina on our 29th
April departure.

Andrew Farrington

After a career of teaching
Classics, Ancient Greek, and
Roman history, Andrew is now
Assistant Professor in Ancient
Greek History in the Department of History and
Ethnology at the Democritus University of Thrace.
Join Andrew on our 2nd September departure.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

« Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

o Alllocal transport

Accommodation

* Accommodation in Kavala, Samothrace &
Alexandroupolis

Culinary inclusions

o 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 7 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with
dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

29th Apr - 7th May ~ $5,375 $680

2nd - 10th Sep 55375  $5,095  $680

Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/athr
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Rest of Europe

In an area which roughly stretches from the Atlantic in the west, the Urals in the East,
the Mediterranean, Black Sea, Scandinavia and the Arctic Sea, it is not surprising that
Europe offers some of the most varied archaeology in the world.

The earliest evidence of human habitation in Europe dates back to the Palaeolithic
period, when early Homo sapiens ventured into the continent from Africa. The
world-famous cave sites in France and Spain showcase astonishing art created at

a time when Europe lay in the grip of the Ice Age and creatures now long extinct
roamed the countryside. And the advent of agriculture and the domestication of
animals, brought about the construction of megalithic monuments, like Carnac in
France and the Hypogeum of Hal Saflieni in Malta, both testaments to complex
belief systems.

The Middle Ages and Medieval period saw the spread of Christianity and the rise
of Muslim dynasties the construction of forts, castles, cathedrals, and huge cities
resulting in the Age of Exploration and the expansion of European empires around
the globe. The continent is home to a plethora of iconic architecture — magnificent
Gothic Cathedrals like Notre Dame and Cologne, world famous palaces like the
Alhambra or Versailles, imposing civic buildings like the Reichstag in Berlin or the
Louvre in Paris. All of these diverse sites have valuable stories to tell and offer a
captivating window into the human experience.

Take an in-depth analysis of two of palaeontology’s greatest finds, Chauvet and
Cosquer, in the company of an expert

Admire the richly illustrated gladiatorial mosaic at the Villa Nennig, one of the most
important Roman artefacts north of the Alps

View the famous Viking longships at Roskilde, the best-preserved collection in Scandinavia

Adventure off road into the Transylvanian Mountains to the UNESCO sites of Sarmizegetusa Regia
and Costesti

Explore the most remarkable open-air ensemble of Palaeolithic art on the Iberian Peninsula

CONTENTS

Hidden Paris 66
Chauvet & Cosquer 67
m Roman Provence 68
Brittany - Carnac & Beyond 70
Romans & Gauls 72
Cave Art of the Dordogne 74
Roman Germany 76
Berlin - Beyond the Wall 78
Vienna 79
Romans, Visigoths & Viziers 80
Rock Art of Portugal & Spain 82
Highlights of the Viking Homelands 84
The Archeaology of Roman Istria 86
(X3 Frontier Lands of Romania 88
Bulgaria 90

[T Albania 92

Prehistoric Malta & Gozo 94

Images: Arena of Nimes To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

65



Hidden Paris

Peek beyond the famous landmarks and explore

6 DAYS FROM $4,465pp Activity Level ®® @00
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The tree-lined boulevards, elegant architecture and cobbled riverbanks along the silvery

Seine have made Paris one of the most recognisable and romantic cities in Europe. First-time
visitors are understandably impressed by its historic monuments, but peek beyond the famous
landmarks and you will see another side of Paris to which only the most curious are privy.

Explore the Conciergerie, formerly part of the palace complex but repurposed during
the Revolution as tribunal and prison

examples of Gothic art

Admire the architectural masterpiece of Sainte Chapelle, one of the greatest

Enjoy the ultimate hidden attraction — the subterranean Catacombes de Paris

John Shepherd
Winner of the Wanderlust World
Guide Award - History & Culture
2023, John has worked extensively
in the field in Europe.

Day One | Paris

Meet the group at our hotel in Paris where we
will gather for an introductory exploration of the
historic Marais district, venturing on foot through
this, one of the oldest parts of the city, where a
12th century fortress remains tucked away among
fashionable streets.

Day Two | Sainte Chapelle & Musée de Louvre
This morning we visit the fle de la Cité. This area of
Paris is home to many famous sites, but our goal

is the infamous Palais de Justice and hidden within
it, Sainte Chapelle. This architectural masterpiece
was built to accommodate holy relics acquired by
Louis IX in 1239 and it ranks as one of the greatest
examples of Gothic art in France alongside the
cathedrals of Notre Dame and Chartres. We
continue to the Conciergerie before ending the day
at the Musée de Louvre.

Day Three | Egouts & Saint-Germain-en-Laye
We make an unusual visit to the Egouts, a complex
network of tunnels which mirror the city streets.
The sewers have long been an unusual attraction
for visitors and guided tours were conducted by
boat or wagon as early as the 19th century. Later,
we head to the leafy suburbs of Saint-Germain-en-
Laye, and the National Archaeological Museum.

Day Four | Sacré Coeur & Musée de Montmartre

We head to Montmartre in the 18th arrondissement.

This hilltop right bank neighbourhood with its
narrow alleys and cobbled lanes retains some of the
famous village atmosphere that appealed so much
to the artists of the 19th and 20th centuries. Here
we visit the snow-white confection of Sacré Coeur
and the nearby unsung gem, the Church of St.
Pierre. There is a Roman temple to Mars tucked
away within its holy grounds and we admire the
spolia repurposed within the church. We end the
day at the Musée de Montmartre.

Day Five | Arénes de Lutece &

Catacombes de Paris

We explore the city’s Romano-Gallic origins

with a visit to the Arénes de Lutéce, site of the
Roman amphitheatre. Built in the 2nd century
AD, it was designed to seat up to 15,000 people.
In the afternoon we visit the Musée de Cluny
where we visit the Roman baths that lurk beneath
the museum. We end the day with a visit to

the Catacombes de Paris. After several years

of modernisation and accessibility work, the
museum reopened in May 2022 with a brand new
museography.

Day Six | Paris

We leave Paris and make our independent onward
journeys.

66 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

» Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

* Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

 Alllocal transport including the Paris Metro

Accommodation
e Accommodation in Paris

Culinary inclusions

o 5 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 5 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with
dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
13th - 18th May S4745  $4,465  S875
Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/ahpa
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Chauvet & Cosquer

An in-depth analysis of two of palaeontology s greatest finds

4 DAYS FROM $3,330pp Activity Level ®® @00

e f
™, e

Palaeolithic cave paintings and engravings are mankind’s first recognisable artistic expression,
but they mean more even than that. They show creatures which were extant during the Ice
Age, shed light on hunter-gatherer culture thousands of years old and many archaeologists
believe that the art is a highly sophisticated way of expressing complex beliefs about the
supernatural world. The story of mankind is a constantly changing jigsaw puzzle in which many
pieces are missing or even change shape as improvements in scientific dating methods and new
discoveries redefine them yet again. Join us for an in-depth analysis of two of palaeontology’s
greatest finds in the company of an expert on rock art and fabulous exponent of popular and

accessible archaeology.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Rob Dinnis

An expert on the Palaeolithic and
archaeology of the last Ice Age,
Rob has published many papers
on how people lived.

An in-depth analysis of two of palaeontology’s greatest finds in the company an expert

Visit to Grotte Chauvet Il to explore this unique facility

See the state-of-the-art facsimile of La Grotte Cosquer

Day One | Marseille or Avignon

Meet the group at Marseille Airport or at our hotel
in Avignon. This evening there will be a lecture
before dinner.

Day Two | Chauvet

Lessons learned at Lascaux, where the cave suffered
irreparable damage before its closure in 1963, the
Chauvet cave has never been opened to the public
since its discovery in 1994. Restrictions imposed by
the French Ministry of Culture bar all but scientists
and other researchers from the fragile environment
of the cave itself. However, recognising that an
international audience was clamouring to view the
cave, a $62.5 million facsimile, called the Grotte
Chauvet Il was created and we will explore this
unique facility. The simulated cavern is not only a
stunning real-life recreation of the cave but also a
celebration of its discovery when three weekend
cavers tunnelled their way through a narrow
passage, and descended into a world frozen in time
- its main entrance blocked off by a massive rock
slide perhaps 21,000 years ago. In the afternoon we
will drive to Aven D’Ornac where we visit the Cite
de la Prehistoire. The exhibitions here take us on

a journey from the Middle Paleolithic to the first

Image: Grotte Chauvet Il

Iron Age covering a period of 350,000 years from
Neanderthal to Homo Sapiens.

Day Three | Cosquer

We spend our morning at Cosquer Mediterranee,
to see the state-of-the-art facsimile of La Grotte
Cosquer. Six years in the making, this new museum
opened its doors in June 2022, and it is evident that
the technical skill used to create the facsimile at
Lascaux and Chauvet has shown dividends here.
The entire scale of the 2,300m? cave system has
been faithfully replicated with meticulous attention
to detail. As you are conveyed through the tunnels,
skilful lighting reveals more than 500 images which
unfold just as you travel deeper into the facsimile.
In the afternoon we will explore the Museum of
Mediterranean Archaeology, second in France only
to the Louvre, which occupies part of the imposing
old monastery, the Centre de la Vieille Charité. The
Mediterranean Basin and Near East department
offers a very rich ceramic and lapidary collection,
some of which are unique.

Day Four | Avignon - Marseille
We transfer to the airport in Marseille to make our
independent onward journeys.

Chauvet

- Avignon

LS

v Marseille
Cosquer
ax

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

e All local transport

Accommodation
e Accommodation in the Avignon area

Culinary inclusions

o 3 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 3 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Twin/Dbl Share  SS
$3,330 $287

Date
8th - 1ith Apr

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/acha

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Roman Provence

Amongst diverse landscapes discover some of Europes finest Roman remains

7 DAYS FROM $4,431pp

Activity Level @@ @O0

Provincial Romana was founded in France at the end of the 2nd Century BCE, as the Romans
grew their Empire across Europe and an extensive building programme of grand amphitheatres,
baths and aqueducts emerged with it, built in the days of high empire to impress and subdue
the native Gallic tribes. The idyllic landscapes of Provence are therefore home to some of

Europe’s finest Roman remains.

Day One | St. Remy
Meet the group in Paris, Avignon or at our hotel in
St. Remy.

Day Two | Nimes

We spend the day in and around Nimes, a
flourishing modern city. Our first visit is to Porte
d’Auguste, an ancient Roman gate constructed
during the reign of Emperor Augustus. We then
discover Maison Carrée, one of the best-preserved
Roman temples in the world and dedicated to
Gaius and Lucius Caesar, the grandsons and heirs

of Emperor Augustus. In the afternoon, we explore
the Arénes de Nimes, a Roman amphitheatre, built
around 70 AD and used for gladiatorial contests and
other public events. Later, we explore the Musée
de la Romanité, a contemporary museum offering
an immersive experience, with over 5,000 artefacts,
including mosaics, statues and everyday objects
from the Roman era. Afterwards, we continue to the
incredible Diane Temple, which features a vaulted
ceiling, large arches and intricate stone carvings.

We then enjoy a tour of Magne, a charming village
known for its picturesque landscapes, historical
architecture and vibrant local culture.

Day Three | Glanum & Pont du Gard

Before leaving St. Remy this morning we enjoy its
vibrant market. We then take a short drive to the
Glanum Archaeological Site. Once an ancient city
founded by the Celts around the 6th century BCE,

it was later developed by the Greeks and Romans
and features ruins that portray the architectural

and cultural influences of these civilisations. In the
afternoon, we drive to Pont du Gard, an ancient
Roman aqueduct bridge. Built in the Ist century

AD, it is a remarkable feat of engineering and a
testament to the ingenuity of Roman architecture.
The Pont du Gard is a UNESCO World Heritage site
and remains one of the best-preserved examples

of Roman aqueducts. We visit the Pont du Gard
Museum, for a comprehensive insight into the
history and construction of the Pont du Gard. The
museum features a variety of exhibits that detail the
engineering marvels of Roman aqueducts, the daily
life of the Romans who built them and the historical
significance of the bridge.

Day Four | Orange

Today, we head to the historic town of Orange and
visit the Arch of Orange, a UNESCO World Heritage
site which was built during the reign of Augustus,
around 20-25 AD, to celebrate the victories of the

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

Roman army. We explore the Roman Theatre of
Orange, constructed in the early Ist century AD
and originally able to accommodate up to 10,000
spectators. It is recognised for its exceptional
acoustics and impressive stage wall, which is one
of the few remaining examples of a fully intact
Roman theatre wall. Our morning ends with a visit
to the History Museum of Orange, located near
the Roman Theatre, which offers a comprehensive
look into the town's rich past. This afternoon, we
journey to Vaison-la-Romaine, a charming town,
renowned for its ancient Roman ruins, including a
well-preserved theatre, luxurious villas, and intricate
mosaics. We discover nearby sites such as Puymin,
an archaeological site located within the ancient
Roman city, which offers a glimpse into the daily
life of a Roman town. We enjoy a leisurely walk
down to the Roman Bridge and wander the Old
Town. Known as the Pont Flavien, the bridge is an
example of vigorous ancient Roman engineering and
is unique due to it being one of the few surviving
Roman bridges with its original decorative arches
intact.

Day Five | Arles

Today is spent in Arles, where we visit the
Archaeological Museum. The city boasts numerous

Image: Notre Dame; Pont du Gard



our base for this tour

Discover the charming town of St. Remy, a haven for artists, writers and musicians and

company of a Roman expert

Explore the World Heritage sites at Orange, Arles and the Pont du Gard in the

severed head

Visit the Oppidum at Entremont and learn about the extraordinary cult of the

Roman and Romanesque monuments, many

of which are UNESCO World Heritage Sites,
including a well-preserved amphitheatre, the

Arles Amphitheatre — a testament to its ancient
past and is still used today for various events. The
Archaeological Museum is a recognised institution
dedicated to the preservation and exhibition of
ancient artefacts from the region. Its impressive
collection includes mosaics, sculptures, sarcophagi
and everyday objects that provide insight into the
lives of the ancient inhabitants of Arles. A highlight
is the Arles Rhéne 3, a remarkably well-preserved
Roman barge, discovered in the Rhéne River. We
drive back to St. Remy via the Barbegal Aqueduct,
an outstanding structure considered one of the
most impressive examples of Roman engineering
and ingenuity. Used to supply water to the city of
Arles, it is unique in its incorporation of a complex
watermill system, which is believed to have been
used for milling grain.

Day Six | Aix en Provence

This morning, we discover Aix-en-Provence, a city
famous for its thermal springs and charming Old
Town, filled with narrow streets, fountains, and
beautifully preserved buildings. We visit Oppidum

Image: Nimes

D’entremont, an ancient Celtic settlement
established in the 2nd century BC, which served as
the capital of the Salyes, a Celtic tribe. The site is
home to some impressive fortifications, including

a large defensive wall and gate. Excavations have
revealed numerous artefacts, such as pottery, tools
and coins, which provide insight into the daily

life and culture of the inhabitants. The Oppidum
D’entremont is also notable for its carved stone
statues and reliefs, which depict warriors, deities
and animals, showcasing the artistic skills of the
Celts. Aix-en-Provence is home to several renowned
art museums, including the Musée Granet, which
we make our afternoon visit. The museum houses
work by Cézanne, Rembrandt, Rubens, Ingres and
Picasso and its collection spans several centuries,
from the Renaissance to the 20th century. It also
hosts temporary exhibitions, providing a culturally
dynamic experience, with various artistic styles and
historical periods.

Day Seven | St. Remy - Avignon

We transfer back to Avignon to take the train to
Paris from where make our independent onward
journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Prof. Tony King 3
Lecturer in Archaeology at the ‘5
University of Winchester, Tony

has excavated both in Britain and

abroad. He is also a specialist

in Roman archaeology and an

expert in animal bone analysis.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

e Alllocal transport

Accommodation

« Accommodation in Hotel Gounod, St. Remy or
similar

Culinary inclusions

o 6 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 6 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

20th - 26th Oct 54781 $4,431 $826

Save $350pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/arpv
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7 DAYS FROM $5,055pp

Activity Level @@ ®OO

Brittany offers a prehistoric landscape filled with some of the world’s best megalithic
monuments, from standing stones to chambered tombs. A whole day is rightly dedicated to
Carnac, where stone rows stud the heather-clad countryside, and we explore passage graves
with depictions of weaponry that mark the resting places of a selected few of the wider

Neolithic population.

Erdeven
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Carna

' Quiberon

Geant du Manio

.;. Gavrinis

Locmariaquer

Petit Mont Cairn

Day One | Carnac
Meet the group at our hotel in Carnac.

Day Two | Locmariaquer - Table des
Marchands

A morning in and around the fishing village of
Locmariaquer awaits us. Monuments in the area
include the Mané-Lud Carnac mound, a large and
prominent passage tomb with a central burial at
the entrance to the village, the passage-tomb of
Mané Rutuel and the fallen stone known as the
Grand Menhir Brisé. When intact, the latter stone

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

was over 20 metres high and weighed an incredible
280 tonnes. We end the day at the Table des
Marchands, a passage grave with an exceptionally
high burial chamber, capped with a huge, partly
decorated stone.

Day Three | Gavrinis - Carnac

We travel by boat to the island of Gavrinis in

the Gulf of Morbihan, where we visit a large and
important passage grave that was constructed
around 3500. The stones of the passage and
capstone of the tomb are decorated with symbolic

Images top to bottom: Stones in Carnac



and polished axes

Come face-to-face with a selection of fascinating passage graves, chambered tombs

Devote an entire day to the stunning monuments of historic Carnac

passage tomb

Take a ferry to the island of Gavrinis to visit its famous and elaborately decorated

and abstract designs in a virtuoso display of
prehistoric art. In the distance, we see the stone
circle of Er-Lannic on its islet before we return to
Lamor Baden. One circle marches into the sea and
the second has long since vanished beneath the
waves. We continue to Carnac Prehistory Museum,
the richest in the world for Megalithic culture and
founded by the Scottish antiquary James Milns,
who was the first (and last) to excavate extensively
at Carnac. This museum contains a wonderful array
of artefacts, including Alpine jade axes, some of the
best-preserved jewellery and exquisitely knapped
arrowheads.

Day Four | Plouharnel - Erdeven - Quiberon
We visit various sites between Plouharnel and
Erdeven, including Mané-Kerioned, a group of three
dolmens, the impressive dolmen at Crucuno that

is partly incorporated into a farmhouse, and also
the passage graves of Mané-Groh and Rondossec.
Later on, we visit the Quiberon Peninsula, where
we visit the Port Blanc Dolmens, a set of 2 passage
tombs where the bodies of around 50 people were
preserved by the sandy environment. Lastly, we
stop at the Kerbougnec Alignment, on the eastern
side of the peninsula. Here the stones can be seen
at low tide stretching out into the sea.

Images top to bottom: Island of Gavrinis

Day Five | Carnac - Geant du Manio

Today is spent exploring the megalithic sites of
Carnac. The fantastic rows of stones, over 3,000
of them, run for over three kilometres across the
Breton countryside. They are accompanied by
tombs in the form of tumuli and dolmens (eroded
stone-built tombs with capstones). There are four
groups of alignments, three of which may once
have formed a single conglomeration. We visit
the rows at Le Menec and view the alignments

of Kermario. After lunch, we explore the passage
grave at Kercado and visit the menhir known as Le
Géant du Manio. Along a forest trail, we find this
giant in a clearing, standing over six metres high.

Day Six | Le Rocher - Petit Mont Cairn

We delve into the Le Rocher passage tomb and
then we explore the Arzon peninsula, on the south
side of the Gulf of Morbihan, where we visit the
Petit Mont Cairn. This extraordinary cairn has been
much reconstructed, but is still a very impressive
construction of about 4600 BC, with several phases
of burial chambers. It was commandeered in 1943 to
have a bunker — part of the Atlantic Wall — built into
it. Ironically, the damage created revealed the very
first dolmen chamber.

Day Seven | Carnac
Our tour comes to an end today and we make our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Dr Nick Thorpe
A lecturer in Archaeology, Nick
has published books and articles
on prehistoric Wessex, Britain and
Europe, on burial practices, and
on the origins of agriculture and
the archaeological fringe.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

e Alllocal transport

Accommodation

* Accommodation in Hotel Les Salines de Thalazur
Carnac or similar

Culinary inclusions

e 6 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 4 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
Ist - 7th Sep 55335 $5,055  $775
Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/abri

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800759 7715 71



Romans & Gauls

From Alesia to Lugdunum

8 DAYS FROM $6,090pp Activity Level ® ® ® OO

Join us in Burgundy, the gorgeous French region served by the conjoining Rhéne and Saéne. This
is a region where two great French passions collide - wine and food. Aside from its gastronomic
pedigree, however, amidst its mustard field-dotted rolling green hills, we find cobbled Medieval
streets, glorious Gallo-Roman and Celtic antiquity, and some of the most important Western
churches and monasteries of the Middle Ages. This territory was right in the heart of Gaul,

and it was here at Alesia that Julius Caesar finally conquered his Gallic opponents. A statue

of Vercingetorix, the Celts’ supreme commander, symbolises the extinction of the Celts’
independence and marks the place where France was born, or at least conceived.

Day One | Lyon - Dijon
Meet the group at the airport in Lyon to transfer to
our hotel in Dijon.

Day Two | Chatillon-sur-Seine & Alésia

This morning we visit the Museé du Pays
Chatillonnais in the pretty town of
Chatillon-sur-Seine. Its collections cover the entire
history of the region and include the astonishing
Vix krater, a 6th century BC Greek bronze vessel
discovered at the burial mound nearby. We
continue to Alésia, the battle site of Caesar’s
final Gallic victory, and its museum. We also view
the Vercingetorix statue and then on to the
Muséopark Museum and reconstructions.

Day Three | Autun & Bibracte

We travel to Autun in the Sadéne Valley in the hill
country of the Morvans, an unsung but lovely part
of France. The mottled greys and pinks of local
granite often featured in the work of artist Pierre
Bonnard. Autun was one of the wealthiest towns
in Roman Gaul and we will visit the impressive
theatre, town walls and gates, together with
fascinating remains of a large Romano-Celtic
temple. We continue to Bibracte in the afternoon.
One of the largest and most important hillforts
of Gaul and site of Caesar’s defeat at the hands of
the Helvetii tribe the climax of his first campaign
in Gaul.
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Day Four | Dijon & Nuits-St-George

We begin the day at Dijon Museum, housed in the
former abbey of Sainte Bénigne. Here we see the
display of wooden Gallo-Roman statues found at
Sources-de-la-Seine, a sanctuary associated with
healing cult. The many wooden, bronze and stone
ex-votos they placed there represent the parts of
the human or animal body affected by disease.
Leaving the city, we travel through the Burgundy
vineyards, to Nuits-St-Georges. Here, we visit the
Roman town and temple site and the museum.

Images top to bottom: Saone river



temple in France

Discover the hidden gems of Autun and Vienne including the best-preserved Roman

View the wonderful collections of the Museé Gallo Roman in Lyon

Gain new understanding of one of Rome’s formidable adversaries, the Gauls

Day Five | Dijon - Lyon

We travel south to Lyon today stopping on the way
at the charming riverside town of
Chalon-sur-Saéne. Once a busy Roman port, we
visit the Musée Denon with its finds recovered
from the River Saéne. Next we visit the small town
of Cluny, where, in the 10th century, monastic
reform developed and took wing, extending
throughout Europe. We visit the impressive remains
of the Abbey, mother house of the Cluniac Order.
We continue to Lyon where we will stay for the
remainder of our tour.

Day Six | Lyon

Today is dedicated to Lyon. In antiquity its position
at the confluence of the Rhéne and Saéne placed
it on an important axis linking the Mediterranean to
the future interior provinces. Here we discover the
capital of the Three Gauls (Gallia Celtica, Belgica,
and Aquitania) in the Gallo-Roman Museum, and
the adjacent theatre and odeon. Early Christian
churches and cathedral baptistery give us an

insight into the importance of Lugdunum in late
Roman times. The afternoon is spent exploring the
aqueducts of the city, unique in the western Roman
Empire for their complexity and engineering.

Day Seven | Vienne & St. Romain-en-Gal
We spend the morning in Vienne, visiting the

Images top to bottom: Fourviere & Abbey Church of Cluny

near complete Temple of Augustus and Livia, the
theatre and other remains of this wealthy Roman
town on the banks of the river Rhéne. In the
afternoon, we cross the river to St. Romain-en-
Gal, a suburb that has seen extensive excavation,
and now has a rich display of houses and mosaics
on display in situ and in the new Gallo-Roman
museum.

Day Eight | Lyon
We transfer to the airport to make our
independent onward journeys.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Prof. Tony King
Lecturer in Archaeology at the
University of Winchester, Tony
has excavated both in Britain and
abroad. He is also a specialist

in Roman archaeology and an
expert in animal bone analysis.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

 Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

« Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

 Alllocal transport

Accommodation
* Accommodation in Dijon & Lyon

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners
e Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with
dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
10th - 17th Jun 56510 $6,090 $825
Save $420pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/arrs

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 73
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The beauty of the Dordogne is undisputed — lush walnut groves and mellow limestone,
dramatic chateaux and sinuous rivers blend harmoniously in one of France’s best-loved regions.
For Andante guests, however, its greatest beauty lies in the greatest concentration of decorated
caves in Europe. Our Guide Lecturers tell the story of the art, its discovery and what is known
of the people who created it — the first true ‘old masters’, caught in the extreme cold of the
last Ice Age.

Day One | Poitiers

Meet the group in Poitiers, then we drive to the
village of Angles-sur-lAnglin where we will see Roc-
aux-Sorciers.

" Poitiers

Day Two | Poitiers - Les Eyzies

This morning we head to Les Eyzies making some

important stops along the way. Our first is to the

excellent Museum of Prehistory at

Lussac-les-Chateau dedicated to the local

prehistory. We continue to Roc-de-Sers and La
Lascaux " Chaire a Calvin, a rock shelter decorated with

: LeThot * Pech Merle monumental parietal sculptures.
Les Eyzies ¥ 1
gnac

Activity Level @@ @00

Day Three | Cap Blanc & Font de Gaume

We begin at the rock shelter of Cap Blanc, a rare
example of Ice Age sculpted bas-reliefs and the
best still in situ which are open to the public. After
lunch we visit the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Font de Gaume, the Musée de la Préhistoire and
finally the Musée de 'Abri de Cro-Magnon.

Day Four | Le Thot & Lascaux IV centre and
Lascaux II cave

This morning we visit the Lascaux IV centre and
then its on to the park of Le Thot. We have

an independent lunch in Montignac, before
dedicating the afternoon to the Lascaux Il cave.
Lascaux is the most famous and spectacular of all

74 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 Images top to bottom: Cave of Lascaux & Ist century BCE circular Roman monument




Centre, Lascaux IV

Discover images from the world-famous painted cave of Lascaux at the Interpretation

the Dordogne

Enjoy an extended itinerary taking in verdant landscapes and limestone plateaux of

Gain insights from experts in rock art and the archaeology of the last Ice Age

View the extraordinary UNESCO-listed cave system at Grotte de Rouffignac

decorated caves, with hundreds of paintings and
1,500 engravings, best known for its awe-inspiring
depictions of aurochs, horses and deer.

Day Five | Grotte de Rouffignac & Abri du
Poisson

We travel by electric train into the cave system
of Rouffignac. Known as the Cave of the Hundred
Mammoths, about one-third of all mammoth
depictions known are found in this cave. Our next
stop will be to the fascinating site of Laugerie
Haute before ending our day at the small rock
shelter known as Abri du Poisson.

Images top to bottom: Les Eyzies & Pech Merie

Day Six | Cougnac & Pech Merle

Our first visit is to Cougnac, two caves are found
here which contain the claw-marks of cave bears
and fascinating stalactite and stalagmite formations.
We continue to Pech Merle, with painted black
outlines of aurochs, mammoth, spotted-horses,
geometric shapes and handprints.

Day Seven | Les Eyzies
Our tour ends and we make our independent
onward journeys.

Cave visits may vary according to seasonal
opening hours.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDES

Dr Paul Bahn

The world’s leading archaeologist
on prehistoric rock art, Paul is
one of our best-known Guide
Lecturers. Join Paul on our 6th
May departure.

Dr Rob Dinnis

An expert on the Palaeolithic and
archaeology of the last Ice Age,
Rob has published on human
dispersals, Palaeolithic material
culture and Ice Age environments
in which people lived. Join Rob on
our 9th September departure.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

» Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

* Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel
 Alllocal transport

Accommodation
» Accommodation in Poitiers - Les Eyzies

Culinary inclusions

o 6 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 6 dinners

o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share SS
6th - 12th May $5,310 $400

9th - 15th Sep 55319 $5,030 546650
Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit

andantetravels.com/adgn

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Roman Germany
Exploring the Rhine Frontier

10 DAYS FROM $7,540pp Activity Level ®® @00

€€ An excellent tour visiting interesting

sites with expert guidance. »”

In AD 9, the largest army of the Roman Empire suffered unprecedented defeat at the
Teutoburg Forest. This episode brought about a change in Roman strategies in Germany. Rome
by and large abandoned further expansion in Germany and, instead, constructed the limes
Germanicus, a defence system of bank, ditch, wall and forts which developed over time. This
involved a massive concentration of the army in this area and, with that, the acculturation of
the native populations as troops interacted with locals. For this reason, there is a plethora of
Roman archaeological sites, both domestic and military, along the limes. In this beautiful part
of Europe often overlooked by tourists, we will explore extraordinary museums, stunning

houses, along with the limes itself.

Day One | Cologne

We meet at our hotel in Cologne. Time permitting,
there will be an evening walk where we might
admire the skyline dominated by Cologne’s famous
cathedral.

Day Two | Xanten

Heading north, we arrive at Xanten where

the Roman town of Colonia Ulpia Traiana has
been reconstructed. The city was constructed
by the army in order to service the legion and
the auxiliary troops stationed here; the latest
incarnation was built ex novo in the Trajanic
period — after the previous city was destroyed

in the revolt of the Batavi. The result was one

of the largest colonia in the Roman empire

and included all the amenities associated

with a Roman city, including baths and an
amphitheatre. The archaeological park at Xanten
today is a recreation of this colonia on the site
of the archaeological site; though somewhat
controversial, it offers us the chance to experience
Roman buildings as they must have been.

Day Three | Cologne

Today, we explore the impressive remains of
Cologne, the erstwhile Colonia Claudia Ara
Agrippinensium. Despite the Romano-Germanic
Museum will be closed for some time, we will

be able to visit a new display of it in the Belgian
House. We continue on to the impressive burial
chamber at Koln-weiden, and the remains beneath

the churches of Gross St. Martin and St. Severin.
After lunch we visit the hidden gems dating from
the Roman period, including the renowned Ubier
monument.

Day Four | Cologne - Boppard - Braubach
Today we visit the extensive Ahrweiler villa which
was built in the Ist century AD at the height of
the empire and transformed in the crisis ridden
late antique period into a smelting plant. The
imposing remains, which have survived thanks to
a 5th century AD landslide preserving the villa, are
testament to the wealth of the German elites in
the early imperial period, as well as the struggle
they faced from the 3rd century onwards. We
explore the ruins as well as the excellent museum
which preserves artefacts from the site. Then on
to Boppard, a UNESCO listed town lying in the
picturesque Rhine Gorge, with a Medieval core.
From here we travel by boat on a beautiful part of
the Rhine to our next hotel in Braubach.

Day Five | Zugmantel, Saarburg & Feldberg
We reach the limes — the 500km boundary fortified
with great banks and ditches overlooked by 900
watchtowers and patrolled from 60 forts. We

start with an exploration of the remains of a fort

in Zugmantel built in the Flavian period as part of
the Upper Germanic-Rhaetian Limes and today
located in an atmospheric edge of a wood. Next to
the fort, which has been reconstructed, is a vicus, a
settlement which grew next to the fort, a spill over
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from the fort which may have included locals who
lived near the army to provide support for it. We
proceed to the UNESCO listed site Saalburg, where
we explore a spectacularly reconstructed cohort
fort, as well as an excellent museum. We end the
day at the limes in Feldberg which preserves remain
of a bath house, granary and praetorium.

Day Six | Braubach - Mainz - Trier

A drive along the Rhine, takes us to Mainz, ancient
Mogontiacum, the founded at the end of the Ist
century BC by Drusus as a military fortress and
capital of Germania Superior. We start the day

at the world class Museum fiir Antike Sciffahrt
established in order to display the remains of 6
remarkably well-preserved ships found in the Rhine
in 1981, two which have been reconstructed. Four
of the ships, are a type known as the navis lusoria,
a nimble, shallow draft ship used for transport
troops previously only known from written sources.
In the museum, we see other artefacts from the
classis Germanica, the Rhine fleet. After lunch,

we visit the Temple of Isis in Mainz, which shows
how cosmopolitan the province was in the Roman
period. Afterwards, we have free time where you
might visit the Gutenberg Museum before we head
to Trier.

Image: The Porta Nigra



Saarburg

Explore the remains of the fort and reconstructed watchtower at the UNESCO site of

Admire the richly illustrated gladiatorial mosaic at the Villa Nennig, one of the most
important Roman artefacts north of the Alps

ancient art of seafaring

Visit the Museum fur Antike Sciffahrt in Mainz for an unparalleled exploration in the

Explore the impressive Roman remains the UNESCO listed Trier, including the Porta Nigra

Day Seven | Trier

Today is the first of our days in Imperial Trier,

the erstwhile Augusta Treverorum which became
prosperous in the 4th century when it was made
capital of the Prefecture of Gaul. The city is a
UNESCO listed site for its spectacular Roman
remains, the most significant in German. Trier also
has wonderful Gothic remains, some of which

we will explore in the Museum am Dom, which is
UNESCO listed for its wonderful collection of early
art and illuminated manuscripts. We proceed to
the Rheinisches Landesmuseum, which contains
one of the best collections of ancient artefacts in
Germany, including the Trassem gold hoard from
1600 BC. In the afternoon, we view Constantine’s
Basilica, built by the emperor Constantine as part
of a palace complex and which remains the largest
extant ancient hall.

Day Eight | Porta Nigra & Villa Borg

This morning we spend the morning in Trier,
visiting the famous Porta Nigra whose remarkable
preservation is due to its transformation into

two superimposed churches, as well as the
Kaiserthermen Baths whose impressive remains
were built in the 4th century. We proceed to

the funerary monument of Igel, decorated

with remarkable detail of wool merchant’s lives
before driving to the Villa Nennig where see the
remarkably well-preserved gladiatorial mosaic —
the most important north of the Alps — which
belonged to the atrium of a Roman villa built in the
end of the 2nd century. We end the day with a visit

Images top to bottom: Rhine river & Church Gross St. Martin

to the and the impressive reconstruction of the
Villa Borg, a villa rustica whose pars dominica and
pars rustica both survive.

Day Nine | Trier - Aachen

We drive to Aachen, where Charlemagne was
crowned in 800 and his preferred residence. A city
redolent of Germanic identity, it is where the Holy
Roman Emperors were crowned from the 9th to
the 16th centuries. In a tour which started with
the imperial period, continued to the late antique
period, it is fitting that it ends with the Holy Roman
empire. In the morning we take a walking tour of
the city and visit the Treasury, richly endowed

by Holy Roman emperors, including Charlemagne
himself. It includes the Aachen Gospels and a
diptych of Christ from the Carolingian period, as
well as the Lothar cross from the time of Otto

IIl. We end the day at the incredible UNESCO
listed Cathedral of Aachen, built at the order of
Charlemagne to resemble the Basilica of San Vitale
in Ravenna and to challenge the Basilica of San
Giovanni in Lateran in splendour. Richly decorated
with marbles taken from Rome and Ravenna, this
cathedral, one of the oldest in Europe is a fitting
way to (almost) end the tour.

Day Ten | Aachen

Before making our independent onward journeys
and time permitting, we pay our final visit is to the
14th century Gothic Rathaus or town hall whose
coronation hall contains 19th century frescoes of
Charlemagne.

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Tony Wilmott
Senior Archaeologist with
Historic England, Tony has
directed many excavations, and
published several books and
many articles in archaeological
journals. He specializes in the Roman periods, with a
particular interest in the Roman military.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

e Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel
¢ Alllocal transport

Accommodation

¢ Accommodation in Cologne, Braubach, Trier,
Aachen

Culinary inclusions

o 9 breakfasts, 9 lunches & 9 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share SS
8th - 17th Jun $7,850 $1,070
28th Sep - 7th Oct  §7966 $7,540  $1,070

Save $420pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/ager

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Enjoy the rich flavour of the region’s past and present, from its royal Prussian palaces to its
place in Nazi fantasies, and explore its role as a hub of both socialist cultures and radical
counter cultures. Berlin has been the nexus for so many pivotal moments in European history
and its stories are simply fascinating. Join our expert Guide Lecturer on visits to the city’s most

significant and historic sites and museums.

Explore the city with a long-term resident and experienced archaeologist

Activity Level @@ @00

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Nick Jackson

Nick is an archaeologist with

wide-ranging excavation

experience. He has lived and

worked in Berlin for over 20 years

and has an in-depth knowledge of his home city.

Pay a visit to Sanssouci, Frederick the Great’s Rococo summer palace

Checkpoint Charlie

See Berlin’s iconic sites, including as the Reichstag, the Brandenburg Gate and

the ancient world

World-class museums await discovery, which are home to amazing artefacts from

Day One | Berlin

Meet as a group in the evening and take a stroll
through the heart of Berlin to explore the Prussian
city shaped in large part by Frederick the Great. We
take in the Opera House, Humboldt University —
founded by Frederick William Il in the 19th century
—and the Memorial at Bebelplatz.

Day Two | Berlin

We spend the morning at Museum Island, the
cultural heart of imperial Berlin where we explore
innumerable treasures such as the famous bust

of Nefertiti at the Neues Museum followed by a
visit to PERGAMON, Masterpieces of the Ancient
Metropolis and 360° Panorama (the Pergamon
Museum is currently closed for refurbishment).
After lunch we visit the Jewish Quarter where we
see memorials such as the Stumbling Stones and
Deserted Room and consider Otto Weidt who
employed blind and deaf Jews to make brooms and
brushes, thereby saving them from deportation.
The remainder of the afternoon is free to explore
at leisure.

Day Three | Berlin - Cecilienhof

We spend the day in Potsdam and visit Sanssouci,
Frederick the Great’s Rococo private residence that
was built in the mid 18th century. We proceed to

Cecilienhof, a very different royal palace built by
the Hohenzollern during World War |, ironically in
the form of an English Tudor manor house.

Day Four | Berlin - Wittenberg

We journey to Wittenberg today to visit a number
of World Heritage Sites associated with Luther.
These include the Lutherhaus, originally part of the
University of Wittenberg, it became Martin Luther’s
residence and is where he wrote his 95 theses. We
also visit the Castle Church, or rather All Saints’
Church, where he allegedly nailed his 95 theses

to the door and where he is buried. In this town
steeped in the reformation, we visit the houses of
other figures important to the movement, such as
Melanchthon and the painter, Cranach.

Day Five | Berlin

This morning we explore Berlin's famous sites,
including the Reichstag. We also visit Brandenburg
Gate, modelled on the Propylaesum of the Athenian
Acropolis and one of the most iconic sites in

Berlin. We complete the morning with a visit to
‘Checkpoint Charlie, the infamous crossing point
between East and West so redolent of the city’s
Cold War period. Our tour will end this afternoon
and we make our independent onward journeys.

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE

EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

» Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

* Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

» Alllocal transport

Accommodation
e Accommodation in Berlin

Culinary inclusions

o 4 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 4 dinners
o Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person
Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS

4th - 8th Dec 53485 $3275 533690
Save $210pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/asbb

Image: Reichstag
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6 DAYS FROM $5,025pp
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From its ancient origins as a castrum and canaba in the Roman period, Vienna grew to dizzying
heights after becoming the capital of the Holy Roman Empire in the 15th century, developing
into one of the most important imperial centres of Europe. This tour will guide you through this

YOUR EXPERT GUIDE

Tom Abbott

masterpiece of Baroque architecture and apart from the sumptuous palaces, we explore the
city’s many world class museums, doing all of this in the festive season, a lovely time to visit this

city of music.

An art and architecture historian
whose expertise is wide ranging,
from the Baroque and Rococo, to
modern and contemporary.

Explore the many artistic masterpieces in the Kunsthistorisches Museum

Belvedere Palace

Gaze at Klimt’s Kiss and his other works of art in the stupendous Schloss

Examine the treasures excavated in Ephesus, including the Parthian Monument

View the fabulous collection of paintings and drawings in the Albertina Museum

Day One | Vienna

Meet the group in Vienna. We make our way to the
Hoher markt, afterwards onto the Roman museum
and then the Rathaus Platz to gaze at the grandeur
of the neo gothic architecture of the city hall

and to enter into the Christmas spirit by walking
through the Christmas market.

Day Two | Vienna

Today we embark on a journey taking in two iconic
museums, the Kunsthistorisches Museum and the
Naturhistoriches Museum, both constructed the
end of the 19th century. We end the day with a visit
of the Christmas markets in Maria-Theresien-Platz.

Day Three | Vienna

This morning we venture to St. Stephen’s Cathedral
and then continue to the Albertina Museum. After
lunch we visit the Staatsoper, the impressive opera
house built by Franz and then continue to the
Secession Building. We end the day in Karlsplatz for
the wonderful Christmas market there and for the
Karlskirche.
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Day Four | Vienna

We begin with a visit to the Imperial Crypt, before
continuing to the Michaelerplatz, where we see
the remains of a canaba or civilian settlement
attached to Vindobona, as well as a Christmas
market. We continue to the Hofburg Palace, the
winter residence of the Habsburg dynasty then to
the National Library. We visit the Augustinerkirche
and then end the day with a visit to the Ephesus
Museum housed in the Neuen Burg Building of the
Hofburg.

Day Five | Vienna

This morning we venture outside Vienna to visit
the wonderful Stift Melk, the wonderfully set
Benedictine Abbey. After lunch, we venture to the
Schénbrunn Summer Palace, and it is here in the
gardens that we explore the delightful Christmas
Market.

Day Six | Vienna

We have saved one of Vienna's most spectacular
buildings for our last morning, the Schloss Belvedere,
which was built by the military commander par
excellence, Eugene of Savoy, in the beginning of the
18th century. Afterwards we make our way to the
airport to make our independent onward journeys.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

« Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

e Alllocal transport

Accommodation
* Accommodation in Vienna

Culinary inclusions

o 5 breakfasts, 4 lunches & 5 dinners

« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
3rd - 8th Dec 55365 $5,025  $1,064
Save $280pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/avna

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715 79



Romans, Visigoths & Viziers

Pay a memorable visit to the legendary Alhambra Palace

8 DAYS FROM $6,950pp Activity Level ® @ @00

#'_‘_

Southern Spain, rich in precious metals, wine and olive oil, has attracted the attention of many
would-be conquerors over the centuries. From North Africa came the Carthaginians, then
came the Romans and then followed the Visigoths, who were vanquished by the Moors. From
prehistory to the Renaissance, this tour progresses through the myriad ages of the region.

Day One | Seville
Meet the group at our hotel in Seville.

Day Two | Seville

Our day begins at the Palacio le Lebrija, housing
an Archaeological Museum famous for its Roman
mosaics. Next we visit the Metropole Parasol,
the iconic wooden structure locals refer to as

Las Setas, and explore the archaeological remains
found underneath it. After lunch, we explore

the Cathedral of St. Mary of the See, the largest
Gothic church in the world, and the Real Alcazar,

the oldest European royal palace still in use today.

Day Three | Seville

This morning we travel to Ecija. This important
Roman town (Astigi) was once very well preserved
but was largely destroyed in 1998 to urban
development practices. Luckily the local museum
has a large collection of the artefacts, including
many mosaics and an impressive statue found

in 2002 during excavations of the main square.
After lunch we travel to Carmona to explore the
ruins of the ancient city, the fortress, as well as
the necropolis, famed for its extensive rock-cut
tombs. The most important finds on display
among the collections in the Carmona Museum
are the Tartessian and Roman remains, which we
will also see.

80 To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715

Cérdoba
*
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“
' Granada
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Day Four | Seville - Cérdoba
This morning we travel to Carmona to explore
the ruins of the ancient city, the fortress, as well
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Follow the route of the Roman Via Augusta, an ancient road built to link Spain with Italy

Heritage Site

Tour the ruined Moorish palace of Medina Azahara, which is a UNESCO World

Explore vibrant Seville, Moorish Cérdoba and historic Granada — cities that offer
unique insight into life in this Spanish region

changes as we travel around

Indulge in the traditional flavours of the country at each stop and see how the cuisine

as the necropolis, famed for its extensive rock-cut
tombs. The most important finds on display among
the collections in the Carmona Museum are the
Tartessian and Roman remains, which we also see.
In the afternoon, we drive to Cérdoba, where we
visit the archaeological museum, whose collection
of artefacts spans the breadth of early Andalucian
history and includes the Lion of Nueva Carteya.

Day Five | Cérdoba

After breakfast, we venture out of the city to
explore the ruined Moorish palace of Medina
Azahara. Upon our return to Cérdoba, we explore
a city colonised by Muslims in the 8th century.
We explore the Mezquita, a peerless mosque that
transformed into an elaborate gilt cathedral in the
16th century. Lastly, we explore the atmospheric
Jewish Quarter.

Day Six | Cérdoba - Granada

Visit the archaeological park of Torreparedones, an
important Ibero-Roman site where we see a market
and forum. Later, we visit the Baena Archaeological
Museum to view the artefacts recovered from the
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site and the larger region dating from Prehistory to
the Middle Ages.

Day Seven | Granada

Today is spent in Granada, exploring first the city
and then the Granada Archaeological Museum, set
in a 16th century palace The highlight, however, is
the Alhambra, with its enchanting blend of Arabic
and Renaissance architecture. Described by Muslim
poets as a pearl set in emeralds, there are fewer
places more famous than this.

Day Eight | Granada - Malaga
We drive to Mélaga on the southern coast, and
make our independent onward journeys.

Dr Doru Bogdan
A researcher and lecturer at
theUniversity of Alba lulia in
Romania, Doru is a specialist in
Roman archaeology and has also
supervised an array of fascinating excavations.

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
EXPERT GUIDED TOUR INCLUDES

o Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour
Manager

 Entries to all sites as per the itinerary

e Field notes

o All taxes & gratuities

Included travel

e All local transport

Accommodation
o Accommodation in Seville, Cérdoba & Granada

Culinary inclusions

o 7 breakfasts, 5 lunches & 5 dinners
« Water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee
with dinner

Dates & prices per person

Date Twin/Dbl Share  SS
6th - 13th Oct 57376 $6950 $1,220
Save $420pp with our 2025 Special Offer

For full details of this tour visit
andantetravels.com/avis

To book a tour today visit andantetravels.com or call 800 759 7715
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Rock Art of Portugal & Spain

Cave art without the caves

7 DAYS FROM $4,600pp

$0 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
PLACES AVAILABLE

As an immense open-air gallery, the Céa Valley is blessed with more than a thousand rock

art depictions, identified in more than 80 different sites, with a predominance of Palaeolithic
engravings, executed around 30,000 years ago. This is a rare opportunity to visit rock art away
from the beaten tourist trail, across the Spanish/Portuguese border region, in unspoiled
countryside. Set within the peaceful valley of the Céa River, surro